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A bright smile to start the month from one of the British Coachways 
personality girls. She is promoting the new Ride Guide which gives 
timetables and prices for all 12 routes. News of the new express and 
commuter services is in Roundabout on page 3. 
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Roundabout 


National aims at 16-year 
coach chassis life 


THE National Bus Company is looking to a 
16-year chassis life for its coaches in future, 
with a rebodying at the half-way stage. This 
is revealed in a new Vehicle Life Perfor- 
mance Specification for heavy duty 
vehicles— drawn up by the NBC under the 
direction of P..H. Wyke Smith, Director of 
Engineering and Technical Services. 

The detailed document is the result of 
data compiled from NBC’s Vehicle 
Maintenance Costing system and is 
described as a more pragmatic approach to 
what a bus and coach should do. It is a 
detailed specification of requirements writ- 
ten through the eyes of the manufacturers 
and ‘‘not too way out” to be practical. 

Three major manufacturers have so far 
seen the document and made favourable 
comment. Based very much on cost of 
ownership covering initial outlay and opera- 
tional costs over the life of the vehicle, it 
now recommends that double-deck bus life 


Commuter 


coaches fade 


THE LONG AWAITED commuter coach 
services for London workers have so far 
generally failed to meet breakeven re- 
quirements and several have already been 
withdrawn. 

Heyfordian’s Brackley-Oxford-London 
service has been withdrawn as has Olsens’ 
Ashford (Kent) service. 

Ementons of Cranfield propose to 
persevere with their London commuter ser- 
vice until the end of February anyway. The 
Southend-Reading service has proved a 
disappointment to the joint municipal 
operators and Gastonia’s service from 
Ewhurst, Cranleigh and Guildford has yet 
to prove viable. 

A success story is provided, however, by 
Olsens commuter service from the Medway 
towns which now runs more than a dozen 
coaches to London each morning. This 
area is poorly served by rail. 

A new commuter express was introduc- 
ed on February 2 by Midland Red. and will 
run between Kidderminster and Birm- 
ingham on Mondays to Fridays. Departures 
are at 8.25 am with a 5.40 pm return 
journey. Guaranteed seats can be booked in 
advance for up to four months at a time. 
The new Wendaway X94 commuter tickets 
entitle the holder to travel back from Birm- 
ingham on either the new X94 or the 
established X92 and X93 routes for no addi- 
tional charge; it gives free weekend travel 
on any Wendaway bus to or from Kidder- 
minister and costs £30 for every four 
weeks. 


be increased from 12 to 14 years and the 
Leyland National from 12 to 16 years. The 
complete design of chassis, body or com- 
plete vehicle should be suitable for a 
minumum life of 600,000 miles with a major 
overhaul at 300,000 miles before being sold 
out of NBC service. 

Commenting on the document, Mr Wyke 
Smith said that the Bus Grant specifica- 
tion is a good base and should stay. The 
NBC specification could help the export 
market for manufacturers, although the 
government should be prepared to pay for 
any export orientated design of vehicles 
that was used on the home market. “‘We 
can now tell manufacturers exactly how 
their vehicles are performing. We are in- 
terested in increasing the prime cost if it is 
cheaper in the long run’’. He saw little ex- 
tension to the policy of leasing rather than 
buying vehicles and felt that the heavy duty 
vehicle had proved best for NBC. 


Taking a coach 
abroad 


OPERATORS who have not taken parties 
or tours onto the mainland of Europe 
before will find a new booklet from the 
Department of Transport useful. 

Called Taking a Coach Abroad, it outlines 
the arrangements for the licensing of inter- 
national coach journeys and gives advice 
on going to Northern Ireland, the Isle of 
Man and the Channel Isles. Definitions of 
types of service are covered, along with 
other useful information. 

Copies are available on sending an A5 
sized stamped (11 2p) addressed envelope 
to the Department of Transport, Room 
P2/071, 2 Marsham Street, London SW1P 
3EB. 


Facelift 
for Victoria 


THE NATIONAL Bus Company has sold 
the freehold of the office block at Victoira 
Coach Station, London to BEST (Estates) 
Ltd, the property company of the Group’s 
Pension Funds. The premises will be refur- 
bished and a fifth floor added, the funding 
for which will be provided by the Pension 
Funds, and the premises leased back to 
NBC. 

The building contract has been awarded 
to Trollope & Colls (City) Ltd, with project 
co-ordination under the control of Healey & 
Baker. Work has started, and is planned to 
be completed within 18 months. 
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New British 
Coachways 
services 


SEVERAL new services have been _in- 
troduced by British Coachways; these in- 
clude a route linking Liverpool to both 
Glasgow and Edinburgh. The new daily ser- 
vices to Edinburgh from Birmingham, 
Bristol, Manchester, Liverpool and South 
Wales are proving to be popular and 
travellers from London to Edinburgh now 
have the benefit of a twice daily service. 

Passengers from the East Midlands can 
now join coaches at Beeston, Melton 
Mowbray and Oakham while on the South 
Coast, Poole has been added. Bridgend 
and Newport are additional boarding points 
for the South Wales area. Those travelling 
to and from the West Country can now 
take advantage of the new West London 
pick-up at Hammersmith. 

The British Coachways guide and 
timetable is simply laid out to make for easy 
reading and to help identify the network in- 
dividual routes have been given a link 
name—for example, the Thames Tyne Ex- 
press (London-Newcastle); The 
Yorkshireman (London-Bradford) and The 
Mayflower (London-Plymouth). The link 
between South Wales and Scotland is 
named The Cymru Link while London- 
Bristol services are known as The Bristolian 
and the routes to the North West from Lon- 
don are called The Cityliner. 

New links with British Coachways routes 
have been started by the Shearings-Salopia 
group. There is now a daily Manchester 
Airport-Altrincham-Liverpool service. 
costing £1 single and a weekend 
(Friday/Saturday), Chester, Whitchurch- 
Shrewsbury-Wellington-Wolverhampton- 
Birmingham service with single fares from 
£1—£2. 


CPT Coaching 
Symposium 
programme 


A FEW PLACES are still available at the 
time of writing for the full weekend pro- 
gramme of the CPT Coaching Symposium 
at the Dragonara Hotel, Leeds, on March 
6-8. Members may, however, attend 
selected parts of the programme and the 
cost of each is given in the following 
details: — 

Friday, March 6. ETB Workshop organis- 
ed by the five Northern Regional Boards 
(over 50 stands); also a ‘Communications 
presentation’ (£2 including lunch). 

Saturday, March 7. (9.15am—5.30pm). 
Papers and discussions on the Transport 
Act 1980; Marketing; Costing and Vehicle 
maintenance with a final open forum. (£15 
including lunch, coffee and tea). 

Sunday, March 8. A Trade Fair at 
Wallace Arnold's Gelderd Road Depot, 
Leeds. Twenty coaches and other exhibits 
will be on view (10am—4pm). 


More changes at BL 


MAJOR CHANGES in the organisation of 
British Leyland commercial vehicles group 
have been brought about by the resignation 
of the Chairman and Managing Director, 
David Abell. He left the company to 
become Chairman and Managing Director 
of Suter Electrical Ltd in which he is 
understood to have a_ substantial 
shareholding. 

BL Commercial Vehicles is to be disband- 
ed and a new holding company set up omit- 
ting the former BL Commercial Vehicles’ 
subsidiaries Coventry Climax and Alvis. The 
new company will be known as the Leyland 
Group and will consist of Leyland Vehicles, 
Self-Changing Gears and BL’s overseas 
truck interests. 

Leyland Group’s new Chairman is David 
Andrews, an excutive Vice-Chairman of 
BL. Ron Hancock is returning from 
Australia to become Managing Director of 
the Group and Chairman of Leyland 
Vehicles. 

Leyland Vehicles will now comprise three 
product groups; Leyland Bus, headed by 
Ken Mclver as Managing Director, Leyland 
Trucks and Tractors headed by Peter 
Capon, and Leyland Parts whose Managing 
Director has not yet been appointed. 


Gatwick Skylink 


DESIGNED in the first place to suit the 
needs of US Forces personnel, a daily 
direct express coach service linking Gat- 
wick and Heathrow Airports with the 
Midlands, Yorkshire, the North East and 
North West has been introduced by Mid 
Warwickshire Motors of Coventry. 

Departures are from Harrogate, Leeds 
and Sheffield routed via Coventry and Ox- 
ford to Heathrow and Gatwick and from 
Liverpool and Manchester routed via 
Wolverhampton, Birmingham (Elmdon Air- 
port), Northampton, Coventry and Luton 
to Gatwick. 

Single fares from the terminal points are: 
£7.50 to Heathrow and £9.50 to Gatwick 
down to as little as £2.00 joining at High 
Wycombe for Heathrow. 


Harrogate firm 


expands 


A. WRAY & Son Ltd of Summerbridge, 
Harrogate took over the coach business 
of W. Pyne & Sons White Coach Tours, 
Harrogate last month. This makes A. Wray 
& Son, now known as Wrays of Harrogate, 
the largest independent coach operators in 
the Harrogate area with depots at Dacre 
Banks, Summerbridge, Nr. Harrogate and 
Starbeck, Harrogate. 

The administration is jointly headed by 
M. C. Wray, Director of A. Wray; and D. 
Sharpe, formerly Traffic Manager of W. 
Pyne, with the mechanical responsibility 
being undertaken by Wray’s Chief 
Engineer, D. Marshall and J, Ribson a 
Director of A. Wray. 
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Trafalgar gains 
Guernsey services 


TRAFALGAR LEISURE INTERNATIONAL 
has been chosen from seven applicants by 
the Guernsey States Passenger Transport 
Licensing Authority to operate a full local 
bus service, together with all private hire 
and excursion work on the island. 

Announcing decision, PTLA President 
Georges le Cocq, said that the Authority 
has been ‘most impressed by Trafalgar’s 
comprehensive application’ which had 
placed them as the wisest choice. 

The service was formerly provided by 
buses of the Guernsey Railway Company, 
which ceased operation late last year. Bar- 
rie Spears, Managing Director of 
Trafalgar’s associated coach companies 
said that they hoped to start services within 
two months, before the Easter rush. The 
service will be provided by Guernseybus 
Ltd, a new company formed by Trafalgar 
for the purpose. 


Plaxton results 


FOR THE YEAR ended September 28, 
1980, Plaxtons (Scarborough) Ltd showed 
a profit before taxation of £3.85m com- 
pared with £3.32m the previous year. Tur- 
nover was £30.834m (£26.501m). The 
bodybuilding and special products divisions 
contributed by far the largest part of these 
results with a profit before tax of £2.7m. 

Reviewing the year, the company’s 
Chairman, F. W. Plaxton reported the in- 
crease of 16% in group sales but referred to 
a tail-off in market demand in the latter part 
of the year. During the period under review 
considerable progress was made in pro- 
moting business in the Far East and An- 
tipodes for complete bodywork and CKD 
kits. New agreements were made with the 
Smithfield Bus & Coach Company in 
Australia and New Zealand Motor Bodies 
Ltd under which they have started 
assembly of Plaxton bodies. 

Last July Plaxtons bought T. H. Burgess 
Holdings Ltd—the Reebur 
bodybuilders— which, it is anticipated will 
make a _ useful contribution in 1981, 
although, said Mr Plaxton, this year is likely 
to compare unfavourably with the trend of 
record profits as in recent years. 


British Coach 
Rally regs change 


DETAILED REGULATIONS and _ entry 
forms for the 27th British Coach Rally have 
now been issued by the Organiser: John 
Fielder, Coaching Journal, 122 Newgate 
Street, London EC1A 7AD (Tel: 01 606 
8465). 

A change in the regulations for this year’s 
event provides for a special class in the 
Concours d’Elegance for Grand Touring 
Coaches of any size but without tables, 
toilet or catering equipment. Full executive 
coaches with such special equipment have 
a class to themselves. 


M & D leaving 
Maidstone 


FACED with a critical financial position, 
Maidstone & District Motor Services is 
planning to close its premises in Knighrider 
Street, Maidstone during 1981. 

The proposals involve the transfer of 
Head Office secretarial department from 
Knightrider House to Canterbury, where the 
traffic and engineering departments are 
already based, and the closure of its 
Maidstone depot. 

The bus station in Palace Avenue will be 
unaffected. With the anticipated decline in 
the fleet strength, it is also intended to run 
down the central works at Postley Road, 
Maidstone, and to transfer the work 
elsewhere. 


Duple progress 


DESPITE an increase in turnover from 
£22.2m to £24.8m for the year ended 
August 31, 1980, Duple International Ltd 
reported a fall in profit before taxation to 
£3.3m from £3.7m (10.7%). 

The coachbuilding division contributed 
by far the largest share of the profits at 
£3.094m before tax. 

In his review of the year, Gordon Hay, 
Chairman, referred to the purchase by Du- 
ple of Metsec. The main activity of this 
business—now known as Duple (Metsec) 
Ltd—is in overseas markets (See COACHING 
JOURNAL January). Considerable benefits 
are expected from this development. 

The outlook for 1981 in the home market 
is not viewed with the same confidence as 
in earlier years, said Mr Hay, but he was op- 
timistic concerning overseas business in 
new areas. 


£180m for London 


Transport 


GRANTS of more than £180 million will be 
made to London Transport by the Greater 
London Council in the next financial year, 
following Government approval of a £346 
million transport budget for London. 

Some £97 million of the remainder will be 
spent on schemes by the borough councils, 
and the remaining £68 million is earmarked 
for GLC roads—£36 million for road con- 
struction and £32 million for traffic manage- 
ment. 


Good year for 


‘National’ coaches 


“ABSOLUTELY FANTASTIC—the best 
year we’ve had since the mid-1970s,”’ said a 
National Travel spokesman. In the 12 day 
period from December 19 to 30 more than 
250,000 people used Victoria Coach Sta- 
tion, London, —a massive 40% increase on 
the same period last year. 

He added that the general picture emerg- 
ing from around the country was that 
passenger numbers across the National Ex- 
press 3,000 destination network were 
substantially up on last year. 


COACHING JOURNAL FEBRUARY 1981 


TRADE 


Big Volvo bus order 
from Stockholm 


VOLVO has won a new big order for city 
buses from the Greater Stockholm Transit 
Authority. The order is for 300 bus chassis 
and bodywork will be carried out by 
Hoglunds Industrier of Saffle, Sweden. Of 
the 300 B10M chassis, 100 will be ar- 
ticulated. Deliveries will be spread over 
three years, at 100 vehicles per year. The 
Greater Stockholm Transport Authority 
runs a fleet of 1700 buses today, 55% of 
which are Volvos. 


Bus orders for Lex 


OVERSEAS and UK contracts, collectively 
worth more than £1,018,000 have been 
awarded to Lex Vehicle Engineering Ltd., 
specialist vehicle body builders of 
Ringwood Road, Totton, Hampshire. 


PEOPLE 


The largest single contract worth approx- 
imately £688,000 is for the supply of 43 
buses for the Metropolitan Police. Lex 
Engineering have also received an export 
order worth £240,000 for the supply of 10 
buses for Malawi. These include air- 
conditioned coaches and a number of 
buses specially designed to accommodate 
up to 150 passengers. 


ZF appoints agent 


ZF GEARS (GREAT BRITAIN) LTD. has an- 
nounced the appointment of their first 
after-sales service partner, Frank Watson 
(Croydon) Ltd. 

With premises on the A23 at Croydon, 
Frank Watson is ideally placed to serve the 
London area and the southern counties. 
All the necessary facilities and staff training 
have now been completed to enable a full 
programme of repairs to be undertaken on 
the wide range of ZF transmissions and 
steering systems fitted to trucks, buses, 
cars and special vehicles. 


‘Tracky’ fits Fidus 


THE YORKSHIRE TRACTION COMPANY, 
has decided to fit all its 98 Bristol VRTs with 
a newly developed Fidus control system. 
This follows the bus company’s own tests 
which have shown increases in gearbox life 
averaging 33% and engine life of 10%. 
The new Fidus system combines controls 
for overspeed protection and two-gear pro- 
tection for a pneumocyclic gearbox with in- 
put for an electronic speedometer and 
odometer, all housed in the same control 
box. They are all operated by one electronic 
probe aimed at the propshaft boltheads. 


SP311 Repro type 


DUNLOP is introducing the SP311 REPRO, 
a reprocessed tyre sold at the one remould 
price irrespective of the reprocessing treat- 
ment received. The initial size will be 
11R-22.5 and will be sold at a _ user 
reprocessed price of £121.38. 


Ken Wellman, General Manager of the 
Bristol Omnibus Company, is to retire at the 
end of March 1981. Mr Wellman first jained 
the industry in 1946 when he joined the 
Midland General. Since then he has held a 
number of appointments with Westerm Na- 
tional, Bristol Omnibus, United Counties 
and Black and White before returning to 
Bristol Omnibus as General Manager in 
1977. 

Philip Robinson, who is to retire at the 
end of March, will be succeeded as Chief 
Engineer of the Bristol Omnibus Company 
by John Phelps, currently Regional Chief 
Engineer for Midlands & West, Wales and 
the Marches Region. In addition to his 
duties as Chief Engineer, Mr Phelps will 
continue to act in a Regional capacity for 
engineering matters in the Midlands & 
West Region. Mr Phelps, who has com- 
pleted 35 years service in the bus industry, 
served with Birmingham City Transport 
from 1946 to 1954. In 1954 he joined 
Crosville Motor Services and from 1963 to 
1978 he held successive appointments as 
Chief Engineer of the Midland General 
Group, Eastern Counties and Midland Red 
before taking up his present appointment in 
1978. Philip Robinson, has been chief 
engineer of the Bristol Omnibus Company 
since 1966. His career began in 1938 when 
he was a premium apprentice with Leyland 
Motors. In 1947 he joined Midland Red as a 
junior engineer. Then followed a spell at 
London Transport before Mr Robinson join- 
ed the Tilling Group in 1951 as an assistent 


chief engineer with United Automobile Ser- 
vices. He moved to Cumberland Motor Ser- 
vices in 1956 and then to Thames Valley in 
1961, before joining Bristol Omnibus in 
1966. 


Eric Wilkins, Director of Press and Public 
Relations at London Transport, retired at 
the end of last year after 33 years with the 
organisation. He is succeeded by Kenneth 
Pope. Mr Wilkins joined London Transport 
in 1947 and has headed the Public Relations 
department since 1965. Mr Pope has been 
London Transport’s Press Officer since 
1966. After working on local newspapers, 
he was a sub-editor with the Press Associa- 
tion in Fleet Street and later a Press Officer 
with the British Omnibus Companies Public 
Relations Committee. 


Alistair Hankey, the British Tourist 
Authority's manager in France for the past 
four years, has been appointed Director of 
Production Services in succession to 
Harold Booty, who retired at the end of 
January. 


Bob Johnson has been appointed Ribble 
Travel Service Manager on the retirement 
of George Bell. Mr Johnson's post as 
assistant travel service manager has been 
taken by Tony Barraclough, and Jacqui 
Foster has become travel sales promotions 
officer. Tony Barraclough joined Ribble 
Travel from the travel trade in 1970 and for 
the past 18 months has been area travel of- 
ficer at HQ. 
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Cyril Fairless 


Cyril Fairless has been appointed Bus 
Manager of DAF Trucks (GB) Ltd. Known 
as Syd within the trade, he was formerly 
with MAN/VW Truck and Bus where he 
was Regional Sales Manager. Although 
based at the DAF Bus headquarters in 
Marlow, Mr Fairless will continue to live in 
the North East of England and will be 
responsible for all UK coach sales. 


Renault Trucks & Buses UK Ltd has 
brought together its sales, service, parts 
and marketing departments within a newly- 
created commercial division headed by 
Nick Buckley, who has been appointed 
commercial director. He originally joined 
the board as marketing director last April. 


Arthur Townsend has been appointed 
assistant traffic manager of Eastern Na- 
tional. He succeeds Peter Wood who 
recently left the Company’s service. 


Destination 


Day runs from London 


Several hundred coach and tour 
operators gathered in London last 
month to see what was new for the ex- 
cursion and tour business in South East 
England. The event was Excursions ‘81, 
organised by the English Tourist Board 
in conjunction with the South East 
England, Southern, Thames & Chilterns, 
East Anglia and London Tourist Boards. 
Aimed at showing off attraction within 
100 miles of London, there were over 
100 stands representing well- 


By John Taylor 


established and new attractions. (see 
Viewpoint, page 8). 


Many of these had much to offer the 
coach operator looking for new 
business in the wake of the Transport 
Act. Most exhibitors expressed op- 
timism for this year, based on growth in 
the majority of cases in 1980. 


Here we concentrate on some of the 
new attractions of interest that were at 
the workshop. 


Up the Palace 


ONCE the major attraction of South Lon- 
don, the Crystal Palace is now best known 
in its present role as an international sports 
centre (the football ground of the same 
name is a couple of miles away in South 
Norwood). The park, with its famous life- 
size models of prehistoric monsters around 
the lake, has always been a popular local at- 
traction, but this year sees the start of a 
major new centre of interest which should 
bring in the crowds. 

The Crystal Palace Railway Heritage 
Centre, described as a new approach to 
education, entertainment and preservation, 
is being developed in and adjacent to 
Crystal Palace railway station, on the 
Anerley Hill side of the grounds. Aimed at 
all the family, it is intended to offer a day 
out and an opportunity to see and learn 
what railways and rail travel have meant 
since the dawn of the “iron road’’ 150 years 
ago. 

This June, the first stage is planned to 
open. This is a 7 %in gauge miniture railway 
based on the Kenya section of East African 
Railways and Harbours. The gauge may 
sound small, but the first steam 
locomotive—a model of a Class 59 Beyer 
Garratt articulated engine—is 21ft long and 
weighs 2% tons. Some model! 

In addition, this year will feature a real 
Swiss locomotive, a goods shed exhibition, 
other railway exhibits, a cafeteria and shop. 
The rest of the £3 million project to be com- 
pleted by 1985 includes a complete Vic- 
torian street— hopefully with a tramway— 
restaurant, Victorian stations scenes, 
model railways, picnic areas, exhibition 
hall, cinema, lecture rooms, library and the 
complete signal box from Newton Abbot 
station. 

In this Year of the Disabled, the Centre is 
staging an International Railway Festival in 
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support of the disabled person, from 
August 10 to 28, profits from which will go 
to Stoke Mandeville Hospital’s Paraplegic 
Unit. 

Full details of the Festival and the 
Heritage Centre are available from Miss 
Dawn Smith, 16 Albion Road, Sutton, Sur- 
rey (tel: 01-642 5462/01-642 0475). 


Revel in the 
‘Roddies’ 


EAST SUSSEX is a riot of colour each spr- 
ing as the rhododendrons bloom on the 
roadsides. 

But did you know that there are some 
700 varieties of this magnificent flower? 
Probably the best collection in Europe is 
located, appropriately, in this part of 
Sussex and can boast of 500 of the strains, 
plus hybrids, not to mention magnolias, 
azaleas, exotic trees and shrubs. 

The place is Borde Hill Garden, near 
Haywards Heath, pride and joy of R. N. 
Stephenson Clarke, whose grandfather 
bought the property and started the 
gardens in 1893. 

This year, Borde Hill is open from March 
14 to September 27 on Wednesdays, 
Thursdays, Saturdays and Sundays, plus 
Bank Holidays, from 10.00 am to 6.00 pm. 
There is a coach park, licensed restaurant 
offering lunches, teas, and snacks, and for 
those wanting to do their own thing, a pic- 
nic area. As well as admiring the plants, 
visitors can buy examples. Party rates (20 
or more) 50p each with reductions for 
children. 

Details: The Administrator, Borde Hill 
Garden, Haywards Heath, Sussex RH16 
1XP (tel: 0444 50326). 


Museum in a 
Sussex chalk pit 


LAST YEAR, some 38,000 people paid to 
visit an old chalk pit in Sussex—and 2 good 
many more are expected in 1981. 

The attraction is the Southern Industrial 
History Centre, better known as the Chalk 
Pits Museum, at Amberley. As a2 lad, | 
remember this pit in use, with an Aveling 
and Porter industrial locomotive, sporting a 
large flywheel, shunting wagons to and 
from the adjacent main line. 

Now, the 36 acres are well covered in a 
variety of trees, shrubs and wild flowers, 
and display typical exhibits relating to the 
traditional industries of the South East. 
These include a country brickworks, 
smithy, quarry railway, printing works and 
carpenters’ shop. Special displays cover 
transport, engineering canals and radio 
communications. The original buildings are 
restored to house the exhibits. 

Picnic facilities are on the site and there 
are a tea garden and pubs nearby. Open 
from April 12 to Novemebr 1, 11.00 am to 
5.00 pm, Wednesdays to Sundays inclusive 
and Bank Holiday Mondays. Admission: 
Adults £1.00, OAPs and Students 75p, 
Children 50p. Parties get one free ticket for 
10 to 19, two for 20 to 29 and son on. 
Coach parking free. Could be combined 
with other local attractions such as the 
Weald and Downland Open Museum, 
Parham House, Goodwood, Arundel and 
Bignor. 

Details: lan Dean, Director, Southern In- 
dustrial History Centre, Chalk Pits 
Museum, Houghton Bridge, Amberley, 
Arundel, West Sussex (tel: Bury 370). 


Roses all the way 


THE Gardens of the Rose at St. Albans are 
staging a Rose Festival on July 4 and 5. The 
theme is The Rose and The Sea to honour 
the centenary of the National Mission to 
Deep Sea Fishermen, with whom the Royal 
National Rose Society is co-operating in 
presenting the Festival. 

The 20,000 sq ft display area will offer a 
breathtaking array of cut roses with suppor- 
ting attractions as varied as bands, Morris 
Dancers, Punch and Judy, and floral art 
and craft demonstrations. 

The Festival offers party admission (20 or 
more) at £1.35 instead of £2.00, children 
under 16 free. Tickets available to operators 
on sale or return and coach parking nearby 
at £2.00. Refreshment voucher for driver. 

Normal admission to the gardens for par- 
ties is 60p per person and the display covers 
12 acres with over 30,000 rose trees. Open 
from the third week in June to the end of 
September. 

Details of Festival and Gardens from The 
Secretary, Royal National Rose Society, 
Chiswell Green, St. Albans, Herts AL2 3NR 
(tel: 0727 50461). 
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Tour Truman's 


EACH TUESDAY and Thursday, tours of 
the Truman Brewery in Brick Lane, Lon- 
don E1, are operated for the company by 
Tarant Hobbs. The brewery has been on 
the site for over 300 years, but was com- 
pletely rebuilt ten years ago to increase 
Capacity and provide modern brewing con- 
ditions for the present range of beers and 
lagers. 

Each tour, which starts at 10.15 and 
12.50, takes two hours and includes a film 
on the Brewing Process, a discussion on 
beer and its ingredients, brewery tour, 
rounding off with a glass of beer or the 
house white wine. Further drinks and 
snacks can be bought at the bar at subsidis- 
ed rates. Each visitor gets a guide book and 
a brewing process chart. 

Parties (minimum age 18 years) from 15 
to 40 persons cost £2.50 a head and the 
party leader goes free. 

Further details and bookings: Tarant 
Hobbs, 19 Atherstone Road, Canvey 
Island, Essex. 


The shape of 
homes to come 


HOW WILL people be living in ten years’ 
time? What will be the shape of housing in 
the Eighties and Nineties? These and many 
more questions will be answered at 
HomeWorld 81 at Milton Keynes from May 
istorsi. 

HomeWorld 81 Milton Keynes aim to 
bring the best ideas for individual family 
houses together for the first time in an ex- 
hibition village of full scale homes. Major 
housing developers from a variety of coun- 
tries— Britain, Canada, Denmark, Sweden 
and New Zealand—will present their latest 
innovations for review and comment by an 
international audience of consumers. 

The exhibition will consist of over 30 in- 
dividual houses in a specially landscaped 
setting. 

HomeWorld’s sponsor, Milton Keynes 
Development Corporation, will be responsi- 
ble for site preparation, landscaping and 
overall co-ordination of the event. Each 
house in HomeWorld will contain in- 
novative new features, either experimental 
or not yet in widespread use within the in- 
dustry, which could become features dur- 
ing the next decade: innovations in design, 
construction, materials and equipment. 

HomeWorld will be located on a large site 
at Bradwell Common, an area close to the 
Milton Keynes city centre with excellent 
road access to the M1 motorway. 

The 22,000-acre site of Milton Keynes is 
particularly appropriate, housing 93,000 in- 
habitants at the present time and with an 
eventual planned population of 200,000. 
Many operators already take parties to the 
central covered shopping area—the largest 
in Europe. 

Further information: Rod Markley, Milton 
Keynes Development Corporation, Waven- 
don Tower, Wavendon, Milton Keynes 
MK17 8LX (tel: 0908 74000). 


The ‘Met's’ Mounties on display 


ONE of the best equestrian events for all 
the family, the Metropolitan Police Horse 
Show and Tournament to be held at Im- 
ber Court, Surrey, in July, is already under 
starter’s orders. 

This event, which enjoys a nationwide 
reputation for its high standards of com- 
petitive and skilful riding, promises to be 
better than ever. Competitors come from 
other police forces and from the armed ser- 
vices throughout the country. Last year 
more than 140 riders took part. | have been 
in past years and can vouch for its value as 
a first-rate day out. 

Imber Court, near Hampton Court, is the 
headquarters of the Metropolitan Police 
Mounted Branch Training Establishment 
and can accommodate 6,500 seated spec- 
tators. The dates for this year’s show are 
Friday and Saturday, July 24 and 25. More 
than 1,000 tickets have been sold already 
and the show secretary, Sgt Wally Adlam, 
advises early booking to avoid disappoint- 
ment. 

“The show is ideal entertainment for 
family groups, clubs and organised parties 
of all kinds,’”’ says Sgt Adlam. ‘Everyone 


can enjoy themselves. If the weather is 
kind—and we are usually fairly lucky—the 
setting at Imber Court is a perfect one for a 


And further afield: 


leisurely picnic before the show begins. It is 
an ideal outing for any organisation looking 
for something rather different for a summer 
excursion.” 

The attractions will include skill-at-arms 
(lance, sabre and revolver), the competition 
for the best trained police horse, best turn- 
ed out police officer, tent pegging, show 
jumping and various novelty turns involving 
policeman and their horses. 

A spectacular gymnastic display will be 
given by 200 Metropolitan Police Cadets 
and the Dog Section will give its ever- 
popular display. Music, as always, will be 
provided by the Metropolitan Police Band. 

Ticket prices have increased very little 
over previous years. Reserved seats for the 
Friday are £1.50 and £1 each, unreserved 
seats cost 60p. Saturday reserved seats are 
£2 and £1.50 each, unreserved seats £1. 
Children under 16 pay half price on both 
days. Coach and car parking are free. 


Tickets are available from Sgt Wally 
Adlam, Metropolitan Police Mounted 
Branch Training Establishment, Imber 
Court, East Molesey, Surrey, telephone: 
01-398 0855. 

Jumping through a hoop is just one example 


of the high degree of training that police 
horses and riders display at Imber Court. 


MerseyGuides will show the way 


A TEAM OF 30 men and women are acting 
as MerseyGuides to show visitors around 
Merseyside this summer. Between them 
they can offer six foreign languages 
—French, German, Italian, Spanish, 
Dutch...and Russian. The MerseyGuide 
scheme includes public walks from Easter to 
September, ranging’ from a Medieval 
Meander to an Ale Trail or, further afield, 
Southport, Birkenhead, Port Sunlight. 
(Tickets—50p adults, 25p children/senior 
citizens— obtainable in advance from City 
Information Office, St. George’s Hotel, or 
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at the start of the walk). 

MerseyGuides are available at any time 
for private coach, car or walking tours for 
groups or individuals. With programmes 
tailor-made for specific requirements, rates 
are £4-an-hour for the first two hours, £10 
for a half-day (up to three hours) and £14 
for a full day tour (up to seven hours). 


“Foreign langauge supplement is £1-an- 


hour. 


Further information: Ron Jones (051-227 
5234) or Tony Robinson (01-405 0488). 


Above: A busy scene at the Excursion ‘81 workshop held in London last month 
—see story below. (Photo by courtesy Financial Times). Left: Bernard Cotter, 
founder and Chairman of Cotter Tours is seen enjoying the comfort of one of 
the company’s new de luxe Volvo/Van Hool coaches on the inaugural of the 
special Glasgow/Edinburgh-London service fully described in last month's 
issue. 


VIEWPOINT 


Vitesse 


= TEMPUS DOTH INDEED FUGIT. Can it really be 
very nearly 30 years ago that I wrote: ‘‘The coaches—AEC 
Mark IV underfloor-engined chassis with fluid flywheel 
transmission and coachwork by Burlingham, strike a new 
and modern note. Carrying 30 passengers in reclining 
seats..there is at the rear of the coach a toilet and 
washbasin with soap and towels provided, plus an electric 
razor so that the menfolk can arrive neat and tidy after an 
all-night trip. The galley is fitted to provide hot drinks and 
meals are served on board; these are inclusive in the fare 
(£3.15s return). Stopping at a convenient layby, each 
passenger was handed a box containing a sausage roll, a 
cheese-filled bridge roll, a large currant bun, a handsome 
fruit pie, a portion of cheese, a packet of biscuits and an 
apple. Rugs and pillows were provided and by midnight 
most passengers were tucked up and dozing or sleeping ac- 
cording to their capabilities in this direction. Following the 
seven o’clock morning news on the radio, Pat, (our 
hostess), served tea and biscuits during a short halt during 
which passengers were also able to stretch their legs. The 
journey brought home clearly the absurdity of the 30 mph 
speed limit for coaches. The driver’s problem over most of 
the journey was not to keep up to schedule but to keep 
down to it.’’ So what was that all about? See Night Coach 
to Edinburgh, June issue of COACHING JOURNAL, 1951. 


= NORTHERN ROADWAYS it was, who certainly set a 
new standard for an express service at that time, al- 
though its Scotland — London services were long since 
abandoned after costly battles in the traffic courts and 
other problems. But what value! Damn it, you probably 
could hardly buy the luncheon box today for the whole of 
the fare price then. So where have we got to now? Shortly 
before Christmas I was invited to take a short ride in one 
of Cotters new coaches inaugurating another new luxury 
service to and from Scotland. What has the Volvo/Van 
Hool coach got that the AEC/Burlingham hadn’t 30 years 
ago? First, of course, it has air suspension, much more 
power and a more refined ride with better performance. 
Inside, it also has reclining seats, but better heating and 


8 


ventilation I should say, and the toilet and galley are 
situated midships which offers some advantages. Radio, 
yes, but also TV or video films with personal ear phones. 
Hot and cold snacks, tea, coffee and soft drinks are 
available at moderate prices. The fares are now £16 return 
and £9.50 single and still represent excellent value. The 
time of the journey between Edinburgh and Glasgow to 
London has been cut to 8 hours compared to 12. Whereas 
the modern coach cost £75,000, the price of Northern 
Roadways coaches was not given. Incidentally, the first 
SMT group coaches ran between Scotland and London in 
1930. As many as 20 coaches a day were operated until that 
number was reduced to 10 following the 1931 Road Traffic 
Act and licensing restrictions. 


gs OVER LUNCH at the recent Cotter’s Scottish service 
inaugural, I was particularly interested to hear from Ber- 
nard Cotter, Chairman and founder of the company, as to 
how he managed as a young man to get the business started 
over 50 years ago. He borrowed £20 from his father and 
went off to purchase a coach. A new Gilford had taken his 
eye and this cost £650 complete. The dealer wanted £100 
deposit, but Bernard told him that he needed all of his £20 
to licence, insure and set up the vehicle for the road. Times 
being hard, even more desperate than today, the dealer, 
banking on his customer’s honesty and enthusiasm, let him 
have the coach for nothing relying on its earnings to make 
up for the lack of deposit and future payments. Young 
Bernard prospered, and no doubt the dealer had no cause 
to regret his gamble. Now, 50 years later, I wish Cotter’s 
new Scottish service the very best of luck. I sincerely hope 
it will succeed and prove that full luxury express coach ser- 
vices will still appeal. It was certainly not passenger 
dissatisfaction that finished the Northern Roadway service 
all those years ago. Maybe, they were just a little too early, 
like many pioneers who set up things for others to follow 
successfully at the right moment. 


mg SEVERAL HUNDRED operators and members of the 
travel trade attended ‘Excursions ’81’ at the Royal Lan- 
caster Hotel, London, one day last month. This joint pro- 
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motion by the regional tourist boards of South East, 
Southern, Thames and Chilterns, East Anglia and London 
Tourist together with the English Tourist Board, is now in 
its 6th year, and has become a ‘must’ engagement for all 
those with attractions to offer with 100 miles or so of Lon- 
don and the many visitors—agents and operators—who 
offer excursions and packages to the public. This year, 
there were over 100 stands providing information and 
literature from working farms to vineyards, from 
historical houses to wildlife parks. I observed a number of 
new exhibitors such as Great Yarmouth’s Marina Centre 
which opens this year and features an indoor beach, enter- 
tainment on the piazza, sport and in the evenings, a disco. 
Other newcomers included a Colmans Mustard shop and a 
Fish Centre with illuminated gardens and exotic fish in an 
aquarium in Mickfield, Suffolk. Another motor museum 
is the Lord Cranworth Motor Collection opened last year 
at Ramsgate and railway developments at Crystal Palace 
also look interesting. Just over half of overseas visitors to 
London take a day trip out of the capital during their stay 
and, of course, the home market for excursions from the 
London area is immense. This workshop is aft invaluable 
aid to all concerned. 


a I AM GLAD TO SEE that National Express is now us- 
ing Prestel to detail its trunk route services for the benefit 
of agents. National is conducting a year-long experiment 
and will be seeking to find out how much use travel agents 
make of the system and how long it takes an agency to 
issue a ticket using the information provided. The listings 
on Prestel cover 22 major routes between major towns and 
cities and London and six major destinations from Birm- 
ingham. Complete journey details are given including 
departure and arrival times, fares and special offers. 
Agents already using Prestel will be able to call up details 
by using the number—27653. To be able to service an en- 
quiry or booking cheaply and quickly is imperative to 
agents who although they were welcoming the recent 
growth in passengers of recent times are not too happy at 
the yield from the greatly reduced fares which offer little 
compensation for the work involved. 


# IT WAS ONLY 15 YEARS AGO that Peter Sampson 
started in the coach business with one 12-seater minibus. 
Today, the Sampson Travel Group is now quite a power in 
the land having become the largest independent coach 
operator in Hertfordshire. During the company’s 15 years 
there have been a number of acquisitions and the business 
interests of Eastern Enfield eoaches. Alexandra Coaches 
and Brunts have been purchased as well as other local car 
and minibus businesses. Recently, the Fleetville Bus & 
Coach Company was acquired and, as reported on another 
page in this issue a new garage with repair shops for cars, 
commercials and PSV’s has been opened at Hoddesdon. 
Along with his travel agencies, Peter Sampson—a one-time 
champion speedway rider—has built up a considerable em- 
pire in a short time and his 16-year old daughter seems set 
to follow in his footsteps. Lynn Sampson is at present at- 
tending college in Coventry taking a two-year course stu- 
dying travel and tourism. During college vacations she 
gains practical experience working in the family 
business—a business that is clearly going far! 


a THIS YEAR is the International Year of Disabled Peo- 
ple and I am glad to report that at least one operator is do- 
ing something about it. Norman Wilkes of Norman Wilkes 
Tours (a member of the Serenissima Travel Group) has 
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gone off to the USA to promote tours of Britain specially 
designed for disabled travellers from overseas. Accompa- 
nying him is Lord Crawshaw, who is confined to a 
wheelchair and is President of the Leicestershire Associa- 
tion of the Disabled. Their trip is a joint promotional 
scheme with the British Tourist Authority. With the help 
of BTA’s North American staff, they will meet travel 
agents, visit rehabilitation centres, and have discussions 
with representatives of several associations for the han- 
dicapped. At the English Speaking Union branch in 
Denver, Lord Crawshaw will be guest of honour and will 
speak on IYDP. 


= NORMAN WILKES TOURS have devised six escorted 
tours for those with limited mobility. The 15-day tours are 
entitled ‘‘Best of England’’, ‘‘Dramatic Art and Music’’, 
‘English Cathedrals and their Music’, ‘‘Great Gardens 
and Houses of England and Scotland’’, ‘‘Heritage Tour of 
England and Wales’’, and ‘‘Rose and Thistle’’, covering 
England and Scotland. Accommodation and transport be- 
ing used are accessible to people in wheelchairs, who must 
be accompanied; there will also be professional guides as 
escorts. Where applicable, sign language will be used. The 
coach has a special hydraulic elevator to lift the chairs. The 
tours will take separate groups of the disabled: wheelchair 
travellers; the visually handicapped; slow walkers and 
hearing and speech impaired visitors. All this sounds ex- 
cellent and I hope that similar arrangements will be 
available for the disabled in this country. 


= THE DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORT is holding a 
conference on March 12 which will look at transport plan- 
ning for the future with the needs of disabled people in 
mind, and a DTp exhibition will be mounted in six double- 
deck buses and will be launched in mid-May. The buses 
will visit a number of areas and the vehicles will be accessi- 
ble to wheelchairs. An audio-visual programme and static 
display will illustrate the problems faced by disabled peo- 
ple when they travel and demonstrate how these problems 
can and are being overcome. I have the greatest sympathy 
with disabled people, of course. But I get a little worried 
when the ‘planners’ take up a subject like this. Their hearts 
sometimes over-rule their heads and suggestions that all 
buses should be equipped with chair lifts get well aired, as 
has been the case in America. The cost, and technical, and 
operational problems would be terrific to meet the needs of 
what must be a most deserving but very small minority of 
possible passengers. 


mg FEBRUARY seems a bit late, to say the least of it, to 
talk about Christmas now long past. But the problem with 
a monthly is that copy for the January issue has to be 
prepared well ahead to allow for Christmas postage delays, 
holidays and so on. As a result, it is not until now that the 
opportunity arises to thank so many kind people for their 
Christmas cards and good wishes, for calendars, diaries 
and so on. We all send our best thanks to the donors and, 
of course, wish them a happy new year. I observe with in- 
terest (even at my advanced age), that ‘bottoms’ are ‘in’ on 
the more saucy calendars. Nevertheless, I genuinely prefer 
the more scenic illustrations. The Scottish Bus Group 
calendar takes pride of place at home and amongst the 
variety at the office I rather go for Tony Whitehead’s 
photographs for National’s calendar, in which he contrives 
in each shot to include a pretty girl (clothed), an attractive 
scene and somewhere in the picture a National coach too. 
Clever stuff! 


ces formula: the ia evcite. 
____ Itisjust one of the reasons why the Volvo B58 Peach 
Peters. and is proving so popular with UK coach 


_ Now Volvo has gone one better. 

- To meet individual operator requirements for a higher 
specification version Volvo has introduced the B10M. 
oe It offers all the advantages of a mid-engine design, 
superior road holding for added safety, reliability, flexibility 
for body designs, combined with Volvo's reputation for 
operating economy. 

Se since the engine doesn't intrude into the Sen 
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140 miles and 8hours 
rest simultaneously. 


Cross to Europe by Olau, and the tachograph is on your side all the 
way. Drivers get a good 8 hours rest, and land at Vlissingen only yards from 
the A58 for Germany, Switzerland and Italy. (Drivers also get a free berth 
and a £5 meal voucher.) 

Big savings and discounts. Olau give you 10% commission on the whole 
booking, including meals and berths. And up to 30% discount. Night sailing 
group rate £11, day sailings only £5.50. Coaches with 30 adult fare-paying 
passengers carried free on day 
sailings. (Or choose night sailings 
and cut down on costly foreign 
hotel bills.) _ Ae 

For Scandinavia, use Olau's fag ade eS veenenaue 
sister line, TT Linie from aaa ae 
Travemiunde in Germany to al 
Trelleborg in Sweden. Special 
group rates on this service, too. 

Get the facts on Olau from 
the Sheerness Terminal - 
Sheerness (07956) 5273. Ask for 
Group Reservations. 
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Hundreds of coach operators seized the opportunity of excursions to 
Central Milton Keynes shopping area in 1980... 


In 1981, throughout the month of May”, Central Milton Keynes is also the 
location for what we believe to be the most prestigious and unique 
exhibition in Britain this year. 


HomeWorld 81 is an exhibition village of 35 full-scale homes, each 
featuring innovatory ideas for housing in the 80s and 90s. 


There are low-cost starter homes for the first-time buyer, homes with 
sophisticated energy recovery systems, homes that arrive in containers and are 
erected in two or three days, homes that are pyramid or roof-shaped, homes made 
of wood and glass, homes using solar energy and homes from Denmark, Sweden, 
Canada and New Zealand. In fact, all the latest developments from international 
designers, architects and builders. 


The HomeWorld exhibition village is at Bradwell Common in Central Milton 
Keynes — just on the edge of the city centre. 


Coach parking facilities have been arranged mid-way between the HomeWorld 
village and the shopping area — so that each is just a short walk away. 


HomeWorld will be advertised during April and May with an extensive campaign 
using television, press and posters. 


Admission to HomeWorld is £2 for adults and 50p for children but advance 
booking discounts are available to coach excursion operators. 


* excepting May 1,11 and 18. 


Will you be one of the hundreds of coach operators to seize the 
opportunity of excursions to Central Milton Keynes in 1981... 


FOR FURTHER INFORMATION AND ADVANCE BOOKINGS CONTACT: 
City Information Centre, 300 Saxon Gate West, Central Milton Keynes. 
Telephone Milton Keynes (0908) 678361. 
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A Towering success 
for Treadmaster 


The new Blackpool tram, the first to be built since 1952, could herald 
a new era in passenger transport. 

One of many thousands of public service vehicles throughout the 
world fitted with Treadmaster flooring for: 


* SAFETY * RESILIENCE * EASE OF FITTING * DURABILITY 


YOU CAN DEPEND ON TREADMASTER 
Brinid i ite TREADMASTER 
Tel: Petersfield 2881/2 Quiet, anti-slip, heavy duty flooring 


Telex: CANDI 86148 
C &I SUPPLIES LTD. avons eerste te 
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Boarding a coach that 
doesn’t have a Webasto independent 
heating system requires a little preparationN J 

Thick socks, woolly jumpers, and an 
optional hot water bottle, are certainly items to 
be considered. 

Because like diesel powered Webasto heaters, 
they take the chill off empty coaches ona cold 
morning, keep you snug at high speeds on the 


doors are open for loading. 

So if you'd like to save your 
passengers the trouble of boiling a kettle, 
write to us or telephone, and we'll send 
you glowing reports about Britain’s most 


‘* 


popular range WEBASIO 

of coach SMITHS 

heaters INDUSTRIES 
f LIMITED 


Webasto Heaters. Save you fuel, save you customers. 


Smiths Industries Vehicle Heater Company, Witney, 


motorway, and combat the blast of cold air when Oxon OX8 SEE, Tel: 0993 2929 Telex: 83155. 


MODELS 
FROM 
SWIFT 


MIC VOU PED MIC 


CouR Mic 


Co 


SWIFT ELECTRONICS 


Bring home Hi-Fi to your coach. The above model features digital frequency, read out of stations + 12 hour 
clock. It has up and down signal seeking Auto Scan at the touch of a button plus 7 preset stations just by 
pushing a button. Full auto reverse tape, standard, metal tape control. Life time metal playback head, built 
in dolby system and graphic equaliser. 40 watts output. P.A. contains electronic switching with mic imputs 
for courier, drivers mic and extension point 12 or 24 volt. 

Supplied complete with mic, and self coiling lead. The best on the market for only £395.00 + VAT. 

Also available standard radio cassette, including P.A. & Mic. £229.00 + VAT. 

98 West Green Road, London, N.15 


SWI FT E LECTRO N { CS Telephone: 01-800 4344 


Manufacturers and suppliers of complete Sound Systems and special equipment for the Coach Trade. 
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| uxury coach travel over long distances, providing an 
attractive alternative to the car owner, is seen to be 

the way that future development lies by a 
Worcestershire company which has successfully built up its 
coaching business along traditional lines. 

Everton Coaches Ltd., of Droitwich, was formed in 
1950, when Berrill Everton came out of the Army. Opera- 
tions started with two vehicles and, like many newcomers 
to the industry, initially consisted wholly of private hire. 
During the next few years successful tenders were made for 
a number of schools and works contract services. Then, in 
1958, the business of Ward’s Coaches, of Bromsgrove, was 
acquired. This gave the company its first express and ex- 
cursions and tours licences, and by this time a fleet of some 
eight vehicles was being operated. 

The next step was the purchase of an office in Birm- 
ingham and the goodwill of express and excursion and 
tours licences held by Dennis Caney Coaches. Everton’s 
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Luxury is the 
key to Everton's 
profitable future 


Pushing into the leisure market with a 
distinctive image and creating an executive 
coach market are two ways in which a 
traditional company is finding its future. 


first involvement with stage carriage operation came in the 
late 1960s, with the takeoever of Blue Coaches, of 
Worcester, and round about the same period, the business 
of Crowther Coaches, of Wychbold, was also acquired. 
The early 1970’s saw the expansion of the company’s stage 
operation, through the takeover of various routes aban- 
doned by Midland Red. At the same time, the goodwill of 
the licences held by Andy’s Coaches, of Birmingham, was 
purchased. 

Present stage services consist of a Droitwich town route, 
various rural services in Worcestershire, and a number of 
works services to British Leyland factories. Traffic on the 
town service has increased over the years, as Droitwich 
itself has expanded. However, all the routes operated are 
supported by the County Council. The rural mileage is 
constantly decreasing and Mr Everton forsees the eventual 
disappearance of such services, as they will be just too ex- 
pensive to maintain. 


Above: Berrill Everton, who founded 
Everton’s Coaches at Droitwich on leaving 
the army in 1950 and has adapted it to its pre- 
sent role. Left: The interior of one of the 
Duple-bodied executive coaches built to 
Everton’s own specification. 
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By 
Michael Jewell 


The stage operation accounts for around 15% of the 
company’s revenue, and it represents a high mileage for a 
low return. In 1979 the subsidy paid was cut by the County 
Council, after operation had taken place. The situation is 
such that Mr Everton believes that fewer and fewer private 
Operators are even going to look at stage operation, once 
bus grants disappear. They will just not be interested in 
marginal stage services. The overheads surrounding such 
operation are high, with private operators not really being 
rigged to operate stage services. The result would be the 
disappearance of all but main road and urban services, as 
there would not be either the operators willing to take 
them on, or the money to support them. 

This was one reason why Everton Coaches was continu- 
ing to move into the up-market leisure side of the industry. 

Although there are now very few works contract services, 
schools contracts provide an important part of the com- 
pany’s day-to-day operation, accounting for around 25% 
of its revenue. In conjunction with the County Council’s 
Education Department, Everton’s were the first operators 
in the area to achieve success in pursuading schools to stag- 
ger their starting times in order to achieve better vehicle 


Above: Everton’s turn their drivers and 
couriers out as smartly as their coaches as 
this line-up in front of one of their Plaxton- 
bodied Leopards shows. Aight: One of the 
four Duple Dominant II coaches on Leyland 
Leopard chassis which were added to the 
fleet just over a year ago. The rest of the 25 
coaches have Plaxton bodies and the chassis 
are all Leopards and Volvo B58s. 
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utilisation. The scheme has now been in operation for 
some five years, and despite some initial resistance, it has 
now been happily accepted by everyone. 

Unlike some areas, there has not been any suggestion 
that such work should be transferred to stage carriage ser- 
vices. Mr Everton does not feel that such a transfer would 
be a practical proposition in the Droitwich area, as none of 
the schools are close to existing stage routes. 

The operation of seasonal holiday express services has 
been on the decline for some years. It was never a major 
part of the business, and is now down to around 12% in 
terms of revenue. Last year’s operation, which was 
restricted to the first weekend in August, returning seven 
days later, was to Great Yarmouth, Devon, North Wales, 
Blackpool, Skegness and Margate. 

Everton’s catchment area for excursions and tours 
covers an area between Birmingham City Centre and 
Worcester City Centre, with some 60 picking-up points. 
The excursion side was developed over the years to utilise 
vehicles at times when the private hire work was slack, and 
the bulk of excursions are still operated in July and 
August. 


17 


Football excursions are operated during the winter, and 
the company have experienced very little problem with 
vandalism in connection with this traffic. The excursions 
are closely monitored and certain passengers are 
blacklisted if there is any hint of trouble. However, the 
company believes that most of the trouble comes from out- 
side the coach, and an experienced driver can steer clear of 
most problems. 


Continental potential 


A number of licensed Continental extended tours are 
operated, and these are an adjunct to the group travel 
Operation to the Continent which forms a very valuable 
part of the business. This is a direction in which Mr Ever- 
ton sees great potential for future development, and he 
feels that the company are only scratching the surface at 
the moment. 

The company sees this as one of the few operations in 
which enough revenue can be earned to justily the purchase 
of a new vehicle in present conditions. A turnover of about 
£1,000 per week is necessary for a new vehicle to be 
justified, and it is very difficult to earn that kind of money 
on UK operations alone. 

In 1971, the image was changed from the red and cream 
livery of Everton Coaches, to the black and gold of ‘‘Gold 
Liner’’ with great success. There are now three associated 
companies: Everton Coaches, the coach operating arm; 
Gold Liner International, responsible for custom-built in- 
clusive tours; and Gold Liner Executive, the group’s own 
finance company. 

The present fleet of 25 vehicles is standardised on 
Leyland and Volvo chassis. As far as the coaches are con- 
cerned, the bodywork was wholly Plaxton until 1979, when 
the company purchased four vehicles with Duple bodies, 
purely on looks. There are three double-decker Leyland 
Atlanteans in the fleet for peak stage operation and 
schools work, over short distances. The remainder of the 
stage work being undertaken by standard 53-seat coaches. 

The fleet is all housed at Droitwich, where the company 
undertakes all its own maintenance, with paint and body 
shops in addition to the normal workshop facilities. 


Making a market 


Four of the coaches are executive-type vehicles built to 
the company’s own design. The first vehicle of this style 
was purchased in 1974 and it appeared to be somewhat of a 
white elephant at the time. However, the company worked 
hard to build up a market, with some success, and it is in 
this class of vehicle that Mr Everton sees the other future 
development to lie. 

The luxury market is entirely different from the general 
coach market, and the company’s experience is that the 
two do not mix. There are still a lot of people who are pred- 
judiced against coach travel over long distances, on the 
grounds of comfort, and Mr Everton feels strongly that the 
general standard of the touring coach has to be a lot higher 
than it is at present. 

As far as the executive coach is concerned, people are 
prepared to trade the comfort of the private car for the 
comfort of the executive type coach, fed by car rather than 
by coach. The company’s marketing has been aimed at the 
car owner, and it is an alternative that the car owner ap- 
pears to find acceptable for both UK and Continental 
travel. 

It is impossible, in present trading conditions, to have 
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any long term replacement programme. Everton’s try and 
replace between four and six vehicles each year, but the 
company believes that operators are just going to have to 
keep their vehicles longer in the future. The day of the 
operator trading on his vehicle depreciation is coming to 
an end. Vehicles now cost in the region of £50,000 to 
£60,000, and anyone who believes they are still going to be 
worth that in two years time is living in a fools paradise. 

Mr Everton feels that more good than bad will come out 
of the new legislation, as far as the industry is concerned. 
However, he believes that the public will suffer in the sense 
that they will not have the convenience they have had in the 
past. They will not have the service pattern they have en- 
joyed hitherto, they will not be picked up as close to home 
and they will have to make their own way to heavily 
populated points to join services. 

As far as the industry is concerned, Mr Everton avows 
that the previous licensing system protected the inefficient 
operator to some extent, and was archaic in relation to 
fares and backing licences. However, the new legislation 
has gone a little too far, in his view. 

If the coaching industry was not very careful, it would 
no longer be responsible for its own product. The people 
who would expand would be the tour organiser and travel 
agent, rather than the extended tour operator. 

The problem was that coach operators, in the main, had 
never been market orientated. They had never left enough 
margin in pricing to. allow for proper marketing and adver- 
tising. As long as he could remember, operators had been 
saying they could not charge the rate that they should 
because of competition. 


Harder sell needed 


Many operators had been too busy with school contracts 
to bother about doing enough marketing, and the industry 
still suffered from the tradition of sticking a coach at the 
bottom of the road with a blackboard in front of it. 

Mr Everton forsees that the travel trade, because of their 
marketing expertise, will inevitably take over much of the 
coach tour market. However, tour organisers would not 
want to tie-up capital in coach fleets of their own, and 
would hire-in operators to provide the vehicles. They 
would want the best equipment, so operators would be 
forced to charge the appropriate rates. 

It would end as a battle of the giants, seeking to increase 
their share of the holiday market. Small operators would 
not be able to compete with the terms the large operators 
were able to negotiate for the various elements of the 
package. 

As far as the proposed Operators’ Licensing System is 
concerned, Mr Everton believes that anything that tightens 
up operating standards has to be a good thing. That was 
where the unfair competition had come from in the past. 
Hitherto, it had been far too easy to enter the industry. The 
lower operating standards of the very small men had led to 
larger operators subsidising private hire work from their 
licensed operations. That would no longer be possible in 
the future, and private hire rates would have to stand on 
their own feet. 

He also feels that British operators are at a disadvantage 
because no-one in the UK builds a complete vehicle, and 
often the ‘‘marriage’’ between chassis manufacturer and 
bodybuilder appeared to be strained. 

For the future, Mr Everton feels the challenge is there to 
be met. Established operators were ahead of the game to 
start with, and if they are good enough they will be able to 
hold their businesses together in the uncertain days ahead. 
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ABBEYGATE 


ABBEYGATE coach tours are operated for 
the Abbeygate Travel Group by Shelton- 
Orsborn of Kettering. Abbeygate have 
travel offices and agents in the wide area of 
Bedfordshire, Leicestershire, Northants, 
Lincolnshire and Suffolk. 

The pleasant cover of the 1981 brochure 
leads to a rather uninspired interior laid out 
to inform (but not very well), rather than 
tempt the potential holidaymaker. As a 
result, it requires quite careful reading to 
discover whether the arrangements 
described are for long day tours which are 
more or less mixed up with longer holidays. 
Confusion arises for some itineraries follow 
the style of Day 1, Day 2 and so on whilst 
some long day tours offer Route 1, Route 2 
etc. 

The main Continental tours vary from 5 
days to 12 days which is clearer in the index 
than in the body of the book. Still, search 
well and some good things can be found 
from 5 days to Normandy costing £109 to a 
12-day two-centre holiday in Switzerland 
priced at £229. 


ANGELA 


HOLIDAYMAKERS from the Southampton 
area are offered a wide range of coach 
holidays at home and abroad in 1981 by 
Angela Coaches of Lowford, Bursledon, 
Southampton. Following the licensing 
relaxations this company has been able to 
extend the range of picking up points both 
for home and Continental tours. 

The home programme offers some 17 
holidays of from 2-10 days at prices from as 
little as £37.70 for 3 days to Blackpool, to 
£171.20 for a 10-day tour of Scotland. All 
the popular touring areas are included in 
the programme. 

On the Continent, there are short 
weekenders to France (courier conducted) 
and a series of longer holidays in that coun- 
try (6-9 days, £99.50-£187.90). Spain, Ger- 
many, Holland, Belgium, Switzerland are 
also featured in the programme. The 
Angela fleet includes the latest MAN luxury 
touring coaches and other modern 
vehicles. 


BLUEBIRD 


DEREK AND JILL GODWIN whose opera- 
tions under the name Bluebird Coach 
Tours, based at Marshfield near Chip- 
penham, have gained a high reputation for 
the quality and friendliness of their tours of- 
fer very much a personal service. The pro- 
gramme for 1981 includes no fewer than 11 
home holidays 6 Continental arrangements 
and holidays to Southern Ireland and 
Jersey. 

The home programme includes both cen- 
tred holidays and tours and prices range 
from £39 for two days to £149 for eight 
days. One novelty in this programme is a 
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Another big selection of holiday programmes reviewed 
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3-day weekend based on Stafford. This of- 
fers visits to a pottery, also a trip on a canal 
boat and a session at the Ilronbridge 
Museum. The homeward journey is 
through Shropshire, Hertfordshire and 
Gloucestershire, so there is plenty to see 
and much of interest in this weekend. 
Another feature of the home programme is 
a farming trip to Wales which includes an 
exhibition of working sheepdogs one even- 
ing. This 7-day holiday for country-lovers 
costs £138. 

A highlight of the Continental pro- 
gramme is a 4-day wine and dine holiday in 
Normandy accompanied by Frances Kitchin 
of Westward TV who will give a cookery 
demonstration at the hotel in co-operation 
with the hotel’s chef. 

All in all a very enterprising programme 
from Derek and Jill Godwin. 


BOSTOCK 


DELICENSING has enabled Bostocks of 
Congleton to offer a more varied pro- 
gramme of tours than in previous years, 
also new picking-up points have widened 
the company’s catchment area. 

In a tidy looking brochure, the pro- 
gramme opens with Easter tours and short 
holidays at home and abroad. For the main 
season there is a good selection of centred 
holidays at Bournemouth, Ilfracombe, Tor- 
quay, Worthing, Edinburgh and the Isle of 
Wight, all lasting eight days and at a star- 
ting price around £100 according to season. 
| do wish, however, that the place names in 
the headings started with a capital let- 
ter—torquay, worthing, edinburgh, etc 
looks horrible! One or two brochure 
designers seem to favour this affectation. 

Bostocks’ Continental holidays offer 
9-day tours to Switzerland, the Rhine 
Valley or Austria. There is also an 11-day ar- 
rangement for the Rhine Valley and 
Switzerland which costs £220. A new tour 
this year is entitled Champagne/ 
Paris/Picardy (7 days, £129). 


CHARTERPLAN 


THE TRAVEL division of Greater Man- 
chester Transport, Charter Plan and God- 
frey Abbott are offering a good selection of 
mini holidays abroad in 1981. Mostly of 3-4 
days duration, Paris is well catered for as is 
Amsterdam and the Dutch bulbfields. The 
popular beer festivals in Hamburg and 
Wieze are offered in 3 or 4-day form at 
prices from £60. A late extra is a 6-day holi- 
day in Jersey priced from £96.50. 
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THOS COOK 


THOMAS COOK’S 1981 coach touring pro- 
gramme is bang up to date for, as a result of 
extensive research over the past 18 mon- 
ths, the coach touring likes—and 
dislikes— of holidaymakers have been taken 
into close consideration in the production 
of the new programme. 

Always of importance is the ease with 
which a brochure can be read and 
understood and, with this in mind, the 1981 
publication has been given a new cleaner 
look. Very excellent it is too with all the in- 
formation clearly and attractively laid out to 
tempt and inform. Holiday features— visits 
—sightseeing tours, etc—have been set in 
clear readable panels and the standard of 
hotels used is higher than generally offered. 

The 1981 programme features 10 air- 
coach holidays and 10 sea-coach ar- 
rangements. Of this total 10 are new—the 
result of research into where people want 
to go, see and do. 

The brochure also offers more tour- 
awhile, stay-awhile holidays, giving 
passengers who wish to relax in a resort for 
a week during their tour an opportunity to 
do so. 

Holidays start from £139 for a seven-day 
tour of three capitals— Paris, Amsterdam 
and Brussels—to the 15-day Olympic tour, 
which includes a return flight to Athens and 
the coach tour broken by a seven-day 
cruise visiting Crete, Israel, Egypt and 
Turkey. Cost is from £670. 

Free or discounted travel to London is of- 
fered for the sea-coach tours and to Gat- 
wick for the air tours. 


COTTER TOURS 


IN A VERY GOOD LOOKING brochure, 
Cotter Tours of Glasgow present an ex- 
cellent selection of holidays both at home 
and on the Continent. | was impressed not 
only with the cover—a particularly clean 
and attractive design—but found no cause 
for disappointment with the inside pages of 
this publication. Well written itineraries, a 
big selection of pictures, including one of 
the principal hotel on each tour, were sup- 
plemented with a map and clear informa- 
tion as to price, duration, departure dates 
also panels detailing special highlights and 
free excursions. 

The programme offers a baker’s dozen of 
holidays to the Continent, mostly of 8-12 
days duration and covering all the main 
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holiday areas of Europe. The introduction 
to the brochure tells the reader that on the 
Continental scene many old favourites have 
been retained and new ones introduced but 
it doesn’t tell us which are which! One ex- 
ample of a new Continental tour is quoted, 
however, and this is a 14-day tour to the 
Italian Riviera which costs from £299. 

The forthcoming season sees the start of 
a completely new British programme. As 
well as retaining Huntly and Blackpool and 
repeating the very successful Scarborough 
holiday, the new range of holidays covers 
virtually the whole of the UK. All British 
tours will now start from both Glasgow and 
Edinburgh. Seven-day tours start from £74 
and range to 9 days to Devon and Cornwall 
at £129. 


FLORENCE 
& GRANGE 


AS A RELATIVELY SMALL COMPANY, 
Florence and Grange Tours form part of the 
Battersby Silver Grey group, are aiming ata 
limited market but offering good quality 
holidays with hotels to match, backed by 
the personal service gained over 50 years of 
operation. 

The main brochure is sensibly laid out 
with clear headings emphasing each new 
tour for 1981 or holidays where there has 
been a change of hotel. This, | think, is an 
excellent practice and a great help to 
customers old and new. 

The company also sensibly emphasises 
its undercover terminal at Morecambe from 
whence all tours depart at 8.30 am, return- 
ing at 5.45 pm to connect with feeder ser- 
vices to all areas. 

The colourful brochure details 11 
centred holidays at resorts in all parts. 
These are generally of seven days duration 
costing from £80 to £136. The Continental 
programme includes eight tours varying 
from 7-12 days. New this season are: 
Austria (12 days, from £235), Amsterdam (7 
days, from £147), Monte Carlo (7 days, 
from £135) and Paris (7 days, from £140). 
Incidentally, it should be noted that the 
Monte Carlo holiday involves all night 
coach travel each way but certainly 
represents excellent value. 

A separate leaflet describes the com- 
pany’s range of coach/air holidays in 
Jersey. 


HARRIS COACHES 


IN AN ATTRACTIVE BROCHURE printed 
landscape size instead of upright, Harris 
Coaches of Grays, Essex, describe and 
detail an extensive programme of tours at 
home and abroad, although in many cases, 
departure dates are limited. Centred 
holidays to a good selection of resorts are 
nevertheless available weekly during the 
main season and these include Jersey or 
Guernsey offered for 8 or 15 days with air 
travel from Southend and priced from £132 
for 8 days to £372.50 for 15 days according 
to period and choice of hotel. 
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In addition to the resort holidays, the 
programme includes more than 20 british 
tours (and there the brochure reveals one of 
my pet hates—the use of lower-case initial 
letters for proper names such as 
hotels—the langham or queensmead—to 
give two horrid examples). Four and seven- 
day tours are mainly featured in the home 
tours programme and these cover all the 
main touring areas with Scotland well 
catered for, as well as the West Country, 
Wales, Lake District and the Yorkshire 
Moors and Dales. 

There are also 21 Continental holidays 
ranging from weekends in Paris or Amster- 
dam with an excellent selection of longer 
tours of 4-11 days at prices from around 
£100 to £295 for 11 days visiting the Italian 
Lakes. 


JENKINS 


JENKINS of Skewen, West Glamorgan, 
have produced a handy and clear guide to 
their 1981 programme although not, 
perhaps as glamorous in appearance as 
some of the larger operators. 

The programme includes 14 British tours 
costing from £36 for 4 days to the Spalding 
Flower Festival, with centred holidays at a 
variety of resorts at prices from around 
£80—£115 for eight days. A 4-day visit to 
Jersey costs £75. 

Continental holidays are operated in con- 
junction with Townsend Thoresen, Sealink, 
DFDS and Prins Ferries and offer 4-day 
holidays to France, the Rhine Valley, 
Switzerland and Austria. The last-named is 
a new tour covering the Tyrol and Vienna 
and costs £220 for nine days. Another new 
and unusual holiday is Christmas in Geneva 
(7 days, £145). 


MOTTS TRAVEL 


BASED IN THAME, Oxon, Motts Travel is 
a company associated with Motts Coaches 
(Aylesbury) Ltd, a local company with a 
small fleet of coaches and minibuses. Ac- 
tually, this company’s brochure of 1981 
holidays tells the reader nothing at all about 
the company and even its address is tucked 
away as a sort of footnote on the back 
page. 

The programme is, nevertheless, quite 
ambitious with a dozen Continental 
holidays and five British holidays including 
Jersey. The tour descriptions are accom- 
panied by suitable drawings in two colours 
and a map is sensibly included for the Con- 
tinental holidays. No hotels are named, 
which makes one wonder—perhaps un- 
necessarily—and the information seems a 
little closely packed. Even so, the itineraries 
are informative compared with years ago 
when alist of place names were reckoned to 
suffice. 

Motts Continental programme offers a 
series of holidays from 3 to 15 days cover- 
ing France, Belgium, Holland, Germany, 
Switzerland and Austria. The home pro- 


gramme offers 3-8 days to Lake District, 
Scotland, Wales and the Blackpool 
Illuminations. Prices range from £42-£199 
for the Continental tours and £46-£99 for 
home arrangements. 


NAT HOLIDAYS 


SPECIALISTS in camping holidays, which 
are steadily increasing in popularity, NAT 
Holidays of London, NW10 operate a series 
of winter coach tours in Europe as well as a 
full summer programme where travel to 
various centres can be by coach, self-drive 
car or aircraft. 

The winter programme offers short tours 
to capital cities and longer holidays in the 
South of France and Switzerland or Austria 
in Snow Time. There are full European 
tours in the winter programme which con- 
tinues at very reasonable prices and using 
good hotels until the end of April. 

The full summer programme is very ex- 
tensive with travel to a variety of camping 
sites at inclusive prices. Via Paris to Brit- 
tany or even the Riviera for example, costs 
only £79.75 for 15 days. Camping tours 
staying at camps en route offer very 
economical and wide ranging holidays. For 
example—the European Explorer visiting 
Amsterdam, Heidelberg, the Tyrol, Venice, 
Florence, Antibes and Paris costs only £159 
for 15 days plus £29 per person for the food 
kitty. 

It is little wonder that camping holidays 
have special appeal to families and with 
comfortable coach travel and 10% reduc- 
tion for children up to 11, this is clearly a 
field set for expansion. 


NEILSON 


IN THE DECEMBER ISSUE of this Journal, 
| inadvertently commented on the contents 
of the 1980 brochure and programme of the 
Neilson Travel organisation which incor- 
porates Morleys Coaches. In a letter couch- 
ed more in sorrow than in anger, Andrew 
Selby, Neilson’s Managing Director ap- 
praises me of this unfortunate error and 
points out that the 1980 programme was a 
pilot scheme to introduce into the com- 
pany’s own holiday activities the coach 
company activities of Morleys and in 1981 
extend them to take full advantage of licen- 
sing deregulation. 

Based in Leicester, Neilson Travel is well 
known as a ski tour operator, also for holi- 
days by air from East Midlands Airport. The 
1981 programme described in the new 
brochure entitled ‘Holiday Abroad by 
Coach’, offers a series of centred holidays 
abroad with travel by coach, also several 
short coach tours including weekends to 
Paris and a 9-day tour to Brittany. 

Seven-day centred holidays are offered to 
Blankenberge, Belgium from £65, in two 
resorts in Brittany from £112. A holiday 
based at Chamonix costs from £69 and a 
week in Monte Carlo costs from £112. It 
should be noted that the longer journeys in- 
volve night travel by coach. 
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OK TRAVEL 


A SPECIAL SERIES of Northumbria 
holidays are described in a folder published 
by OK Motor Services of Bishop Auckland, 
Co Durham. Centred on Durham, these 
8-day holidays cost £95 which includes mid- 
week coach travel to and from a wide selec- 
tion of towns and cities, also accomoda- 
tion and all meals in one of two of Durham 
University’s halls of residence. 

Dates of these holidays are, of course, 
during the University summer vacation bet- 
ween July and September with starting 
days on Wednesdays or Thursdays. It 
would | think, have been a good idea to 
have included these dates in the coloured 
folder, rather than with a separate booking 
form with conditions of booking, insurance 
particulars and so on. 

Excursions are included in the pro- 
gramme and the folder describes these in 
some detail. Various evening enter- 
tainments are also included in the price. 


PRESIDENT 


LEN WRIGHT TRAVEL of Richmond, Sur- 
rey has introduced a fine series of ‘Presi- 
dent’ tours for 1981. First-class executive 
coaches are used for tours each with toilet 
facilities, a refreshment servery and 
yes—free coffee while touring. 

Delicensing has also made it possible for 
Len Wright to introduce British tours, and 
to increase thé number of picking-up 
points. The brochure itself is of particularly 
clean and attractive design and | must say, | 
go for the white background on which col- 
our photographs, maps, colour panels and 
text print so well compared with the more 
popular tinted pages of other brochures. 

The tours sound good too, perhaps not 
cheap, but for the discerning traveller who 
prefers hotels of the four and five star stan- 
dard, prices are far from unreasonable at 
around £25-35 a day including the travel 
elements. 

The home programme offers three de 
luxe tours to the West Country (3 days, 
£89), English Lakes and Yorkshire (6 days, 
from £165) and Scotland (10 days, £320). 
Continental tours number eight in all, vary- 
ing from 4 days in Paris at £105, 5 days in 
Holland or the Rhine Valley at £135 up to 14 
days across Europe to Italy at £407. 

All in all an excellent programme for 
those with pockets just a little deeper than 
average and a taste for the more luxurious 
holidays. 


SAFEGUARD 


THE GUILDFORD OPERATOR, Safeguard 
Coaches has produced an unusual size of 
brochure for the company’s 1981  pro- 
gramme of tours. The booklet measures 
11% ins deep by 4-3/16 ins wide (or if you 
prefer it in millimetres—297 x 107), and 


small drawings are incorporated in the 
heading of each tour which also includes a 
thumbnail map. The effect is by no means 
displeasing. 

There are 18 home tours of from 3 to 8 
days and these offer a wide variety of 
places to visit from Ullapool (8 days, £172) 
to Bournemouth (3 days, £47). A small 
Continental programme offers 3-7 day 
holidays to Holland (3 days, £67.50), Brit- 
tany and Normandy (5 days, £117.50) and 
the Black Forest and Rhineland (7 days, 
£186). 


SUNSEEKER 


THE GROWING POPULARITY of camping 
holidays is a field in which specialist firms 
can have the edge on old-established coach 
operators. Such a company is Sunseekers 
who set out five years ago to specialise in 
camping holidays, hiring coaches. 

Now, development has been such that 
the company wish to own and thus control 
their own vehicles and two new Volvo 
B58’s with Irizar bodies have been purchas- 
ed. They are fully equipped for long- 
distance travel with toilet/washroom, 
refreshment facilities and a driver’s bunk. 

Camp sites in the South of France and 
Spain are used with two different tents, 
one in a size to suit 3 persons and the other 
for larger families in which the sleeping 
compartment can be divided into three sec- 
tions. 

Prices for 14 and 15-day coach/camping 
holidays range from £97 to £141 according 
to period. These holidays include direct 
travel from the North East of England to the 
South of France and Spain so the full lux- 
ury features of the new coaches will be ap- 
preciated. 

Sunseeker also offer Hotel Minibreaks to 
Paris and London in the shoulder months. 
These 4/5 day holidays cost £59 for London 
and vary between £79 and £99 for Paris ac- 
cording to date. 


TAPPINS 


THE DIDCOT OPERATOR, Tappins, is of- 
fering a good selection of tours on the Con- 
tinent for 1981 and has also introduced 
some new 8-day home tours to the West 
Country (£99.50) and Scotland (£139.50), 
plus shorter tours to the Lake District (4 
days, £59.50), . York .(3..days, £44.50) and 
Edinburgh (4 days, £49.50). 

On the Continent there are short 3-5 day 
tours to Holland in Tulip Time, also to Paris 
and the Belgium Beer Festival. Longer 
tours include the Adriatic Riviera, Vienna 
and Salzburg, Swiss Lakes and Mountains 
and the Austrian Tyrol and Swiss Lakes. 
Prices range from £172.50 to £275 for 
periods of from 8-14 days. An 11-day Euro- 
pean round tour costs £240. 

Finally, and of special interest, is a holi- 
day based in self-catering units in Cannes 
with coach travel out and home with excur- 
sions during the stay in this popular and 
picturesque area (17 days, from £160-£225. 
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TRICENTROL 


FOR 1981 TRICENTROL has produced two 
brochures, one for holidays starting from 
the Bedfordshire and Hertfordshire areas 
and the other from the Midlands. Both 
brochures are similar in design and content 
although the tours and holidays themselves 
are by no means the same. Continental mini 
breaks are featured in both programmes 
and new features from the Beds, Herts and 
Cambridge area include Switzerland and 
Black Forest (8 days, £221) Brittany (3 
days, £70), Paris (3 days, from £46). Tricen- 
trol have joined forces with Premier- 
Albanian for a series of Continental coach 
holidays, also with P&O in their Landtours 
programme. 

New in the home programme are two 
Scottish tours, one to the Western 
Highlands and Skye (7 days, £165) and the 
other to the Trossachs, Deeside and Edin- 
burgh (7 days, £165). Indeed, the large pro- 
portion of home tours are new following 
deregulation. These include Devon and 
Cornwall (7 days, £125), Yorkshire Dales 
and the Lake District (7 days, £135) and 
Wonderful Wales (7 days, £110). Centred 
holidays by Tricentrol express coaches are 
offered to the Isle of Wight, Bournemouth 
and Cliftonville. The British arrangements 
are completed with a series of interesting- 
looking mini tours. 

Continental mini tours are of the 
weekend variety or extended day excur- 
sions. 


YORKS—WESLEYS 


IN A COLOURFUL and well-arranged 
brochure, Yorks Travel and Wesleys the 
Northampton companies, describe a big 
programme of holidays for 1981. These are 
carefully grouped as well as colour coded 
so that tours to Scotland, the West Country 
and so on are all together and thus easy to 
find and compare. Colour coding is also 
used for the type of holiday whether it be 
touring or centred. 

The choice is wide and with additions to 
the number of picking-up points the catch- 
ment area is extended. All types of coach 
holiday are catered for including bargain 
breaks at home or abroad, touring or cen- 
tred holidays including country clubs and 
holiday centres. There are for example, 10 
Scottish tours, four to the West Country 
plus three to Wales and one to the Isle of 
Wight. Centred holidays are available at 17 
resorts, plus the Channel Isles and the Con- 
tinental programme is no less comprehen- 
sive with mini-cruises, 3, 4 and 5 day Con- 
tinental holidays from £45 to around £150, 
and longer tours to all parts of Europe, even 
as far afield as Egypt visiting France, 
Switzerland, Italy by coach, thence by boat 
to Crete and Alexandria for Cairo. 

A most comprehensive and well 
presented programme. 
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COMMON SENSE 


Thomas Paine 


Paratransport rules! 


—but it is certainly not OK. 


industry is beset by woes. And there are few signs that 
1981 will see an end to these problems. 

At the international level it is not public transport as we 
know it which seems to go from strength to strength. In- 
stead it is paratransport which achieves a dominant role. A 
number of academics of international standing have 
recently been extolling the small-is-beautiful concept. They 
claim that jitney operators using minibuses or midibuses 
can run the publicly owned bus operator into the ground in 
places like Manila and Calcutta. Nearer home they point to 
the ‘black taxis’ of Belfast as providing shared taxis ser- 
vices at higher speeds and lower fares than the bus 
operator. In America, car pools and van pools are seen as 
ways of solving the urban transport problem where the bus 
had been driven off the streets by sheer weight of car 
numbers. 

Do not run away with the idea that this is an example of 
burgeoning free enterprise, it is often a straight business 
ploy whereby an employer is assured of his workforce. The 
firm buys and insures the minibus which an employee will 
drive fare-free with the use of the vehicle in leisure periods. 
Passengers pay the firm—although a few may pay the 
driver direct—an additional incentive. 

Because public transport in Europe has been so strong, 
many such intermediate systems have failed to catch on. 
Most of the paratransit advocates are adept at comparing 
like with unlike to suit their particular book. The same 
complaint might be levied at the current government which 
loses no opportunity for discrediting the big operator in 
favour of the smaller. Already it has been warned by im- 
partial experts that some of its deductions are liable to 
backfire on it. 

To date, car sharing has proved a disaster in Britain. The 
Transport Minister visited America to find out the 
answers a year ago before he opened the flood gates with 
his 1980 legislation. Despite frenzied marketing by the 
classified advertising managers of many local newspapers, 
I have not had a single report of any demand for car shar- 
ing being uncovered. 

Road Research Lab experts suggest that conditions 
which would encourage greater car sharing in Britain 
would include greater residential population densities; 
higher petrol prices; a more pronounced parking problem 
and an established tradition of sharing the journey to work 
on public transport. 

When will we stop allowing these head in the sand 
academics to teach us the facts of life? 

Surely all these very factors contribute to the splendid 


I T IS hardly being over-pessimistic to suggest that the 
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tradition of public transport which Britain enjoys. It is the 
very strength and ubiquity of the existing public transport 
systems in Western Europe which makes that Continent 
terra incognita to the minibus-mad theoretician. 

As long as the British motorist with his little car wants to 
live on his own in suburbia and make his very individual 
journey to work, car sharing is a pipe dream. Indeed the 
TRRL pundits admit that even in America, in the absence 
of clear incentives, the loss of flexibility associated with car 
sharing makes it an unattractive option to all but a minori- 
ty of commuters. 

Having said all that it is no use blinding ourselves to the 
inexorable march of private transport. We seem to get the 
relevant DTP statistics a mite earlier these days—that is to 
say they are only 12 months out of date. The facts are mind 
boggling even then. In 1979 private transport accounted 
for 80% of passenger transport compared with 35% 25 
years ago—that is 1954, do you realise? That was the year 
of the four minute mile, Dien Bien Phu; food rationing en- 
ding in Britain and Churchill’s 80th birthday! 

In the last decade bus and coach traffic has fallen by 
11%, but car traffic zoomed by 45%. Wait a year for the 
effect of the 1980 passenger loss! 

But the general ills that face us are today matched by 
problems for individual operators...and suppliers. 


Small and big alike 


While the trials and tribulations of the big battalions hit 
the headlines, there is an increasing number of articles in 
the press about the problems of the small men, too. 
Phrases like ‘bitter crisis’ and a ‘matter of survival’ refer to 
rural areas which seem set to lose their lifeline of transport 
provided by private enterprise. As the Observer said of one 
Oxfordshire firm and its territory...‘this is not some pic- 
turesque Balkans bus service with chickens under the seats 
and vegetables on the roof, but it serves precisely the same 
purpose...It is becoming increasingly difficult to be 
reasonably poor in the countryside...It is increasingly clear 
that to live in the deep country you must have a least one 
car, or else practice a medieval subsistence economy’. 

It is also a significant fact that the trade press is featur- 
ing more and more the maintenance difficulties of some 
small bus and coachmen. When Traffic Commissioners 
speak out loudly that ‘it makes little difference if a vehicle 
is going to collapse into a ditch tomorrow or the day after’. 
‘Collapse’...‘into a ditch’. This is not then a case of the left 
hand rear stoplight bulb being faulty, is it? 

Anyone who runs a car knows the maintenance pro- 
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HEADING FOR THE CRUNCH? In 1954, Bri- 
tain’s buses and coaches carried 38% of the 
country’s road, rail and air passengers. By 
1979, this had dropped to 11%. The com- 
parative figures for rail were 18% down to 
7%, and for air 0.1% up to 0.6%. The winner 
was the private car, rising from 35% to 80% 
in the same period. (Source: Transport 
Statistics Great Britain, 1969-1979. HMSO). 


blems of keeping it on the road...and the cost. An awful 
lot of the cases which so come before the licensing authori- 
ty stem from this same Micawber problem. More profes- 
sional and technical assistance is often required. The CPT 
saw the light early on when it negotiated freight truck ser- 
vicing and inspection facilities for coach owning members. 

This is where the whole question of costs gets very 
fraught. For years the big operating unit engineers after a 
few drinks have waxed eloquent over the double standards 
they allege Traffic Commissioners’ staff practice. And it 
has not been unknown for a small fleet to be put off the 
road the day after it was acquired by a larger fish. Might 
this era of cival service cuts result in fewer inspectors being 
available? 

Perhaps there are not enough Ministry staff available 
either to keep an eye on illegal operations. Oh yes, there 
are a surprising number in the industry who look upon the 
latest legislation as the excuse for a free for all, and who is 
going to measure 30 miles anyway? Is that part of the Cer- 
tificate of Competence? 

Our PSV _ operating infrastructure is a good 
one—provided it is universally applied without fear or 
favour...or size. 

To move from the operating to the manufacturing field 
does not make our story a happier one. 

There are fearsome tales about the cut in National Bus’ 
1981 orders. By keeping its lips tightly zippered that 
organisation does not allay fears that its purchases this 
year will reach only 50% of normal, and even greater self 
denial may be on the cards for 1982. Some companies’ 
fleets have been so cut as a result of MAP exercises that the 
rolling stock is looking quite youthful, not even into its 
teens on average age! 


Cumbrian conundrum 


All this must be even more worrying to our national, if 
not nationalised, vehicle manufacturer than the problem 
of ‘‘will the Metro workers be on strike this week?’’ There 
must be some minimum production figure below which it 
would be better to sell off Workington to a crisp manufac- 
turer or furniture warehouse. 

Just to show it can happen to anyone, it did not half 
cause a stir in the dovecote when the Gardner men did their 
own thing. There were emergency meetings in the corridors 
of power, to see how spares supply could be continued if 
the whole thing came to a resounding and permanent halt. 
It even went so far that the DTp announced it would allow 
grant on buses fitted with reconditioned Gardners. There’s 
a free plug for you, and here and now it must be stressed 
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that Leyland’s choice of the initials TL for its latest power 
units had no connotation of T(wice) the L(ife). 

It is by no means the first time that Gardners have been 
revamped and stuck back in a chassis for a second 
coming...or going. It would have caused a real problem 
out East, however, where they need old bus Gardners to 
power junks. 

Some of the other bus makers would have seen their new 
found popularity dwindle somewhat if the Manchester 
engine maker had folded. While various esoteric power 
units can be accommodated by manufacturers like MCW 
and Dennis, it is the old faithful which is still top of the 
pots. 


Patriotism plagues planners 


I do not envy the product planners with these firms as 
order after order gets cancelled—sometimes for allegedly 
patriotic reasons. They face a tough year or two in line 
with the operators. Although to November 1980 new PSV 
licensing was the same as last year, the month of November 
was itself down by 22%. An omen for the future? 

I wish I could be more optimistic with the announced 
revitalised express coach figures achieved by both the 
private and the public sectors. Alas the carrying are there, 
but I fear, like the airlines have found to their cost, it is 


growth without profit. As so often happens with all forms 


of transport, a peak shows the operator at his worst, and 
he loses the hope of future business. My report is that 
facilities were sorely strained at Christmas. 

To continue our saga of gloom and doom I am glad to 
say the civil servants occupying that monstrous piece of ar- 
chitecture in Marsham Street did not let us down. They 
took one a half pages of a press notice to tell us that despite 
what it seems to say, the Transport Act did net prevent a 
non-PSV licence holder driving an out of service PSV. As it 
summarises....‘the position of a driver of an out of service 
PSV is exactly the same as it was under the original provi- 
sions of the 1960 Act—although a vehicle remains a PSV 
whilst it is not used as a stage, express or contract carriage, 
the driver need not hold a PSV driver’s licence’ What did I 
say a moment ago about without fear or favour? 

Planners tell us that demand for private cars will in- 
crease steadily for the rest of the century and beyond. By 
the year 2010 between 40 and 47% of the total population 
of Britain will own cars (roughly the same as in America 
today) compared with 26% in 1978 and 15% in 1965. 

Is there really a chance? Is CPT d.g. Dennis Quin right 
when he talks about having to reinvent the bus in the 
1990s.? Or can you invent the wheel only once? 
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@ Three Atlanta versions 
available 


@ Reclining as illustrated 
@ Fixed with lifting arm rests 
@ Fixed without arm rests 


@ Superior quality at 
competitive prices 


@ Prompt delivery from stock 


@ Plus other Seating types 
including Driver’s seats 
available. 


Atlanta 
Recliner 
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The fresh approach. 
Air conditioning systems that'll 
go pretty well anywhere. 


Dubai, Finland, Nigeria, Australia— simple and efficient servicing, self or 
Stone-Platt have been developing engine-driven, available in chassis, in-bus 


and manufacturing 
air conditioning systems 
for 40 years, and they're a é) 
often found in more asd 
extreme climes than ours. ol | | | | wal 
More important than — ae 
sheer performance, is our 
approach to PSV 
applications— packaged 
or bespoke design provides 
the widest possible choice 
of ‘siting and installation. 
Most economical for 
large fleet applications is 
our version of the package 
deal— factory-assembled 
and tested, 


or roof- mounted versions. 

Split package equipment 
is ideal for small fleets or 
one-off customising. 

Most versatile of all is 
our distributed equipment 
package offering complete 
freedom of siting of the 
major components 
throughout chassis and 
body. 

So when we say our 
systems will go pretty 
well anywhere, we mean 
just that. 

For a fresh approach 

to air-conditioning, 
“contact Stone-Platt. 


Stone-Platt Electrical Limited 


PO Box 5, Gatwick Road, Crawley, 


West Sussex RH10 2RN, England. 
Tel: (0293) 27711 Telex: 87132 


COACHING JOURNAL FEBRUARY 1981 


25 


considerably since starting his coach 

business in Luton. Being a man of 
many interests, he has always aimed to 
build up his coach company to a moderate 
size and then diversify into other fields. He is 
also a keen sportsman and at one time was 
an active road cycle racer. 

Today, Ivor operates a fleet of 11 
coaches on private hire and contract work, 
trading as Travelwell Coaches, from new 
premises on the Sundon Park Industrial 
Estate, Leagrave, near the M1 and a few 
miles north of Luton. This is the fulfilment 
of an ambition to have a modern garage 
which began when he purchased the 
%-acre site over five years ago and became 
the first firm on the estate. 

Now the 8,000 sq. ft. building has a dual 
purpose—as a garage for the coach fleet 
and a workshop for maintaining Travelwell 
coaches and repairing other owners’ PSVs, 


; N 17 years, Ivor Griffiths has progressed 


Above: \vor Griffiths, proprietor of Travelwell Coaches, 
prepares to board his own aircraft which he pilots to com- 
mute between his home at Tewkesbury and an airstrip near 


Dunstable. 


Right: The Travelwell paint spray shop enables an efficient 
finish to be completed quickly and economically. 


Below: A general view of Travelwell Coaches’ new garage 
and workshops on the Sundon Park Estate near Luton. The 
offices and paintshop are on the left with, centre, the radio 


control mast. 


lorries and private cars. It is this second 
purpose for which it is well equipped and 
for which development is taking place. 
Mechanical repairs can be undertaken in 
the main workshop which comprises two 
bays with folding doors at either end. There 
is a long pit which will accommodate two 
coaches at a time. 

Besides a wide range of mobile equip- 
ment for electrical and mechanical testing, 
there is a Crypton rolling road for brake 
testing. Alongside the main workshop bays 
are the offices and stores above which is a 
luxury flat. An extension of this section ac- 
commodates the paint shop which is fully 
heated and ventilated for a high standard of 
spray finish to be achieved. At present, 
Travelwell are quoting £500 plus paint, for a 
complete refinish on a 53-seat coach, com- 
pleted in around a week. The mechanical 
and body repairs are under the supervision 
of a works manager who has a team of 


Two wheel 


succeed with 


three fitters, bodybuilder, painter, two 
semi-skilled workers and a cleaner. For the 
coaching activities there are a manager and 
six drivers. 

Being coach operators, Travelwell can of- 
fer a good service to other coach concerns, 
especially where a temporary replacement 
vehicle is required. Assistance is also given 
to other operators with the two-way radio 
circuits which are based on Sundon Park. 
This Pye equipment, part of which came 
with the acquisition of a local taxi firm 
which is still working in the town—can be 
leased out as air space. 

On the conclusion of a busy day with his 
coaches, vehicle repairs and taxis, Ivor Grif- 
fiths commutes to his home at Tewkesbury 
in Gloucestershire—not by road but in his 
own light aircraft. He moved there because 
of his love of fishing—in the Severn—and 
he also owns a fishing tackle shop there! 

But he still cycles to and from the airstrip. 
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son Travel Group is headed by Peter 

Sampson, a one-time leading speed- 
way rider who started his coach business in 
Cheshunt some 15 years ago. Through his 
inspiration, the firm has expanded in recent 
year’s and acquired such old-established 
coach operators as Brunt’s of Hatfield, 
Alexandra of Enfield, and Eastern Enfield 
Coaches, making it one of the largest and 
widest ranging fleets in the county. 


' N Hertfordshire, the fast-growing Samp- 


Sampson’s latest activity is in conjunc- 
tion with a sister operator, the Fleetville Bus 
and Coach Company, which runs a small 
fleet of buses and coaches, mostly on con- 
tract and for which Sampson's undertake 
the majority of the hiring arrangements. 
This company has opened a new garage 
and workshop on the Pindar Road In- 
dustrial Estate, Hoddesdon, which was 
opened last month by the Mayor of Brox- 
bourne, Coun. Mrs Joan Fiddy. 


Besides being an operating base for the 
Fleetville vehicles and Sampson’s own ac- 
tivities in the area, the new premises have 
been purpose-built for the repair and servic- 
ing of cars, trucks and PSVs. They also in- 
corporate an MoT test centre for cars, vans 
and three-wheelers which is open to the 
public seven days a week. 


Two Home Counties coach operators who had 
successful careers in cycle road racing and on the 
speedway track moved into coaching where they 


have been equally successful and are expanding 
in several other directions. 


As Peter Sampson told me during the 
opening ceremony, this is the first time his 
firm had diversified from travel into the 
private car sector, and he felt that the 
elected sphere of operation would prove 
beneficial to local industry with its fleets of 
company and workers’ cars. From my own 
observation, the locality seemed saturated 
with cars. 

Servicing and repair of all classes of vehi- 
cle will be another useful feature for the 
area. Ample parking space is available and a 
good customer relations feature is the 
waiting room with drink vending machine 
and a viewing window enabling customers 


John Fielder reports. 


Left: The Mayor of Broxbourne, Coun. Mrs 
Joan Fiddy, is seen here after she had open- 
ed the Fleetville premises in Pindar Road, 
Hoddesdon, with Roger Holmes, Director 
and Manager of the company, Peter Samp- 
son and Mr Fiddy. They are standing beside 
the Leyland Leopard Marshall-bodied bus 
which Fleetville is using on the new midday 
service between the industrial are and the 
town centre. 


Below: A minibus is seen on the four-post 
hoist which forms part of the MoT testing 
lane which runs the full length of the Fleet- 
ville workshop. The waiting room with view- 
ing windows is in the centre of the far end. 


to watch the work in progress on their 
vehicle. 

The new premises cost about the 
equivalent of two new heavy coaches ac- 
cording to Mr Sampson and he reckoned 
that the financial and long-term investment 
return would be better. However, his in- 
terest in coaching and travel is undiminish- 
ed and he is always likely to extend his area 
with its present branches in Enfield, 
Cheshunt, Potters Bar and Welwyn Garden 
City. As with Travelwell, the Sampson 
Group relies very much on its radio control 
network, having each coach fitted with a 
Pye transmitter/receiver. 


at coaches and buses were still horsedrawn 


You wouldn’t need our electronic tachograph 


Today’s buses and coaches are a far cry from their predecessors. Greater passenger comfort, 
longer journeys and higher speeds mean more complex vehicle systems. 
Now coach and some bus operators will need to fit tachographs and are faced with the question — 
which is the best for their fleet, both existing and in the future? 

Rear engined vehicles mean extremely long cable runs for mechanical drive tachographs and 
running cables down the chassis becomes increasingly difficult if reliability is to be guaranteed. 
When every other form of modern technology is being used on coaches and buses it seems a little 
outdated to fit an instrument with a mechanical drive system. 

Now, however, there’s the Lucas Kienzle electronic tachograph which replaces the rotating 
mechanical shaft drive with a ‘wear-free’ electric cable. 

Fitting the electronic tachograph is no problem either! There’s a Lucas Kienzle agent, approved 
by the DTp, near you who knows the answers to all your questions about tachographs. 
Even though each installation is a custom fit job their large stocks and Lucas Kienzle trained staff 
keep down time to a minimum. 

Keep in front of the rest. Specify the Lucas Kienzle electronic tachograph. 

Fill in the coupon below for turther details. 
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Please ask my iocal Lucas Kienzle agent to telephone me for an appointment. 


Lucas Kienzle Instruments Limited, ‘i y 4 
36 Gravelly Industrial Park, Birmingham B24 8TA. Lucas Kienzle st 
Tel: 021-328 5533. 
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TACHOGRAPHS 


Trends 
and 
obligations 


fter years of bickering and indeci- 
A: tachograph legislation came 
into force in the UK on December 

31. On that date all trucks over 3% tonnes 
and all vehicles designed to carry 15 or 
more people had to be fitted with tacho- 
graphs, (except stage services under 50kn). 
Conventional mechanically-driven 
tachographs on the market until now have 
sometimes proved to be lacking in reliability 
and have not been easy to install, which is 
partly why resentment has built up against 
them. Electric drive units have gone some 
way towards easing the problem but now, 
an entirely new generation of units is being 
introduced—the all-electronic tachograph. 
To meet forthcoming legislation, where 
applicable, all new vehicles built will have to 
have tachographs fitted as standard but 
various customer options will also be 
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available. A programme is already in force 
for the obligatory fitting of units to ap- 
plicable used vehicles depending on their 
date of first registration. 

Legislation apart, once a tachograph unit 
is fitted, there are many advantages to be 
gained for operators when it comes to 
reading the ‘story’ printed on the circular 
charts. Once into the realms of true elec- 
tronics, of course, it seems that there is no 
end to the rapid expansion of additional 
‘services’ which can be obtained from 
those same charts. A greater throughput of 
information also leads to the need for more 
equipment to evaluate it, and there are two 
approaches to this. The charts can be sent 
off to a centralised computer-controlled op- 
tical scanner. Alternatively, simple low-cost 
analyser units can be installed at depot 
level. 


Training before the law is enforced 


WITH some % million drivers still to be in- 
itiated into the full technicalities of 
understanding and using tachographs by 
the end of this year, the training schools are 
concerned that there may be a sudden 
surge of applicants towards the end of the 
run-up period before operation turns from 
being an ‘interesting novelty’ to an en- 
forceable requirement by law. 

One of the largest, and oldest, establish- 
ed training courses for both drivers and 
management is run by Foster 
(Tachographs) Ltd, 88-96 Market Street, 
Preston, Lancs. 

In 1958, Fosters marketed the Swiss 
Zenith tachographs, later sold out to 
Smiths Industries and, in 1970, they formed 
the first tachograph consultancy, offering 
an advisory and training service. The com- 
pany now offers a much enhanced pro- 


gramme with audio-visual presentation for 
drivers and a more comprehensive course 
for management. The 2% hour driver train- 
ing scheme shows how tachographs work, 
how charts should be fitted, stored and 
what the law expects of both charts and 
drivers. Fosters also run a complete com- 
puter analysis service not just of charts but 
for advice in accident cases, etc. 


In this analysis scheme there are 4 pro- 
grammes consisting of: 


1. Driver's Weekly Report. 

2. Driver's Hours Contraventions. 

3. Vehicle Weekly Report. 

4. Driver/Vehicle Weekly Cross Reference. 


The Company has recently announced 
that it has been the first in its field to be ap- 
pointed official contractors to the Depart- 
ment of Transport. 
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Reviewed 
by 
lain Gellatly 


There are three major reasons for analys- 
ing tachograph charts: 

1. To see if each day’s operation is within 

the law. 

2. To see if each day’s operation is 

efficient. 

3. To evaluate vehicle and depot 

efficiency. 

Because there are transport, time-lag and 
readability problems with pressure-sensitive 
charts having to be sent to centralised com- 
puter plants, the in-depot analyser is prov- 
ing the more popular system and costs 
about £600. If necessary, the same output 
can, at any time, be linked with a compati- 
ble computer for merging with overall cor- 
porate financial statistics to aid manage- 
ment control. 

Here are some of the advantages that 
can be gained in return for your outlay with 
tachograph and simple chart analyser: 

You obtain the full facts on report, date, 
driver, vehicle, start time, driving time, ac- 
tive and passive work times, rest time, 
duration of longest individual driving 
period, distance travelled, total working 
time and other coded functions. These ex- 
tra. coded functions can be virtually 
anything needed by an operator, such as 
the number of deliveries, monitoring of a 
refrigeration unit, tanker pump, exceeding 
company speed limits, and engine condi- 
tion. 

The tachograph has, therefore, evolved 
into a valuable management control system 
which will, ultimately, be of much greater 
value to the astute operator than merely a 
check on irregularities. Escalating vehicle, 
fuel and driver costs and other non-earning 
overheads mean that tighter controls are 
going to have to be kept on vehicle deploy- 
ment. Older drivers may lament the more 
casual go-as-you-please attitudes of the 
past on driving habits, more prevalent with 
goods vehicle operations than with 
coaches, perhaps, but yardsticks of perfor- 
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A commercial vehicle on the Hartridge tachographs tester in the Lucas Keinzle Instruments 
training school at the company’s Birmingham headquarters. The operator is working the 
remote handset to ensure the vehicle is calibrated at the correct speed. 


mance have to be applied to us all at times. 
In the end, however, most individuals get 
far more satisfaction from doing a worth- 
while job well, especially if they can be paid 
more for being efficient. 

Let us look at what individual 
tachographs manufacturers are offering: 


Lucas Kienzle 


A new second generation § electronic 
tachograph, type 1314, joins the existing 
range of 12 EEC approved tachographs. On 
this model no adaptor gearbox is required, 
new circuitry being employed which 
enables the system to be calibrated elec- 
tronically. 

On the Lucas Kienzle Automatic 
Tachograph an additional stylus is incor- 
porated which can be used to monitor on- 
board vehicle equipment such as fuel con- 
sumption. 

Also available now is the HDA 
Tachograph Chart Analyser which is a 
microprocessor-based design for the 
operator who wants something more 
sophisticated than the Lucas Kienzle Chart 
Analyser but does not wish to take advan- 
tage of the full computer service. The 
model HDA is a highly accurate and flexible 
desk-top instrument for the daily analysis of 
charts. 

The company has extended its network 
of tachograph centres to 150 and a further 
20 centres are being set up in remote areas. 
There are now approximately 1,000 Lucas 
Kienzle-trained tachographs fitters at work 
in the UK. 


Right: A Veeder-Root electronic chart 
analyser, ACE-1. This compact instrument 
displays relevant information which the 
operator can note permanently as required. 
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Smiths Industries 


In addition to a full range of conventional 
tachograph equipment, Smiths have _in- 
troduced their new model SG30/34 instru- 
ment, an electronic unit which will be 
available alongside the electric drive option. 
The new unit incorporates electric drive 
motors for odometer and speedometer, 
converting a train of pulses from the 
gearbox-mounted transducer. Calibration 
and re-calibration is by means of a plug-in 
circuit board where the correct ratio is easi- 
ly set by the installation centre. Mechanical 
drives are, therefore, avoided and sealing 
requirements are simplified. A fourth stylus 
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The latest SG30/34 electronic tachograph 
from Smiths. 


option is also available for extra on-vehicle 
control analysis. For servicing and installa- 
tions a network of centres. exists 
throughout the U.K. 


Veeder-Root 


Tachographs have been manufactured by 
Veeder-Root Ltd, in Dundee, since 1974. 
After years of research and development 
over a range of models the company have 
now introduced their series 21-11 electronic 
tachograph which uses a transducer on the 
gearbox to send pulses to a microprocessor 
in the tachograph body. Special centres will 
calibrate units for varying drive ratios so 
greater efficiency with less time wasting are 
two worthwhile advantages of the new 
model. 

An additional feature on the 21-11 is a 
driver push-button overspeed warning 
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| @ The only British Tachograph 


7 @ Lowcost mechanical units 
@ Advanced Electronic Tachographs 
@ FRU immediate Replacement 
Scheme 
@ One year unlimited mileage 
warranty 
@ Cruise Controls and Top 
Speed Governors 
@ 187 UK Installation and Service 
Centres 
@Microprocessor based 


Chart Analysis Systems oO. 


VEEDER-ROOT 

Vehicle Products Division, 

Wester Gourdie, Kingsway West, 
Dundee SCOTLAND 

Telephone (0382) 643271 Telex 76698 
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Distributor List-Jan 84 


EASTERN 

BEDFORD 

BURY ST EDMUNDS 
CAMBRIDGE 
FELIXSTOWE 
GREAT YARMOUTH 
HUNTINGDON 
IPSWICH 

KINGS LYNN 
NORWICH 


NORWICH 
PETERBOROUGH 
SPALDING 


STOWMARKET 
THETFORD 


SOUTH EASTERN 
ALDERSHOT 
ASHFORD 
CANTERBURY 
CHANDLER'S FORD 
HOVE 
MAIDSTONE 
NEWPORT (| of W) 
POOLE 
PORTSMOUTH 
READING 
ROCHESTER 
SOUTHAMPTON 
SOUTHAMPTON 


TUNBRIDGE WELLS 
WINCHESTER 


EAST MIDLANDS 


LEIGHTON BUZZARD 
LEIGHTON BUZZARD 
LINCOLN. 
MACKWORTH 
MILTON KEYNES 
NOTTINGHAM 
OXFORD. 
SCUNTHORPE 
SHEPSHED 
SUTTON-IN-ASHFIELD 


WELLINGBOROUGH 
WORKSOP 


WEST MIDLANDS 
ALDRIDGE 
BIRMINGHAM 
BIRMINGHAM 
BIRMINGHAM 
BROWNHILLS 
COVENTRY 
HEREFORD 


NEWCASTLE-UNDER-LYME 


SHREWSBURY 
STOKE-ON-TRENT 


WARLEY 
WEST BROMWICH 
WORCESTER 


METROPOLITAN 
ALPERTON 
BARKING 
BASILDON 
BOREHAMWOOD 
BOREHAMWOOD 
BRACKNELL 
BRENTWOOD 


CROYDON 
ELEPHANT & CASTLE 
ENFIELD 

EWELL 
GUILDFORD 
HIGH WYCOMBE 
HITCHIN 
HODDESDON 
HORLEY 
HORSHAM 
LEYTON 
MITCHAM 
ORSETT 

PARK ROYAL 
PECKHAM 

ST ALBANS 
UXBRIDGE 


WANDSWORTH 
WOOLWICH 


VEEDER-ROOT LTD 


Vehicle Products Division 
Wester Gourdie Kingsway West 
Dundee Scotland 

Tel 0382 643271 Telex 76698 


Kilbush (Bedford) Ltd 
EATAC 


Marshalls (Cambridge) Ltd 
P&O Roadways Ltd 

LG Perfect Engineering Ltd 
Murkett Brothers Ltd 

Mann Eee & Co Ltd 
Eastern BRS Ltd 

Bussey & Sabberton Bros Ltd 
Ford & Slater of Norwich 
Eastern BRS Ltd 

RC Edmondson (Spalding) Ltd 
Scantruck Ltd 

B & B Motor Repairs Ltd 


Baker West 

Caffyn’s Ltd 

invicta Motors Ltd 

Hendy Lennox 

Endeavour Motor Co Ltd 

Princes Commercials (Maidstone) Ltd 
Newport Motor Marine & Gen Eng Co Ltd 
F English (Commercials) Ltd 

United Services Garages Ltd 

Reading Garage 

Berry Wiggins Lfd 

Bristol Street Motors Ltd 

Princes Commercials (Southampton) Ltd 
J Rawson (Trucks) Ltd 

UBM Ford Ltd 


S.A. Commercials Ltd 

Eastern BRS Ltd 

Ford & Slater of er, 
Batchelor Bowles & Co Ltd 
Ford & Slater Ltd 

Tricentrol Trucks (A5) Ltd 
Dawsonfreight Commercials Ltd 
Charles Warner Ltd 

Kays (Mackworth) itd 

WH Perry Ltd 

Hooleys Ltd 

Hartford Motors Ltd 

SA Commercials Ltd 
Charnwood Engineering Ltd 
East Midlands Truck Centre Ltd 
E Ward Worse Ltd 
JT Hunt (Worksop) Ltd 


S$ Jones (Garages) Ltd 

Bristol Street Motors Ltd 
Midlands BRS Ltd 

Transfleet Services Ltd 
Brownhills Commercials Ltd 

C & E Motors Ltd 

The Praill Motor Group Ltd 
Transfleet Services Ltd 

Rock Forge Garages Ltd 
Kays (Stoke) Ltd 

Furrows Commercial Vehicles Ltd 
Hartshorne Motor Services Ltd 
Charthire Services Ltd 

Guest Motors Ltd 

Carmichael Trucks Ltd 


Godfrey Davis (London) Ltd 
Cowlard Commercial Ltd 
CV (Sales & Repairs) Ltd 
Leyland Vehicles Ltd 

WH Perry Lid , 

John Lewis Partnership 
Laidiaw even Ltd 

LF Dove (CV) Lid 

Southern BRS Ltd 

Hunter Vehicles Ltd 

Bennhill Motors 

Grays Trucks Centre Ltd 

Biffa Ltd 

Swan Garage (Hitchin) Ltd 
Greenwoods Commercial Vehicles Ltd 
Horley Services Ltd 

Gilbert Rice Ltd 

National Carriers Ltd 

C Barber & Sons Ltd 

Essex Tachograph Centre 
Transfleet Services Ltd 

The Londoners Tachograph Centre Ltd 
Godfrey Davis (St Albans) Ltd 
Hunt Engineering Co Ltd 
Hunt Trucks (Wandsworth) Ltd 
Stormont Engineering Ltd 


NORTHERN 
BILLINGHAM 


CARLISLE 
DARLINGTON 
DARLINGTON 
DISTINGTON 
GATESHEAD 
NEWCASTLE 
NEWCASTLE 
SUNDERLAND 
TWEEDMOUTH 


WESTERN 
AVONMOUTH 
BARNSTAPLE 
BRISTOL 
CHELTENHAM 
EXETER 
GLOUCESTER 
NEWTON ABBOT 
PLYMOUTH 

ST AUSTELL 
SALISBURY 
SHEPTON MALLET 
SWINDON 
TAUNTON 
WEYMOUTH 
WESTON-SUPER-MARE 
YEOVIL 


NORTH WEST 
BLACKBURN 
BOLTON 


LANCASTER 
LIVERPOOL 
LIVERPOOL 
LLANFACHREATCH 
MANCHESTER 
MANCHESTER 
MANCHESTER 
NORTHWICH 
LDHAM 
PRESTON 
PRESTON 
ST HELENS 
WARRINGTON 
WIDNES 


WIGAN 
WREXHAM 
YORKSHIRE 
BARNSLEY 
BRADFORD 
BRIGHOUSE 
DONCASTER 
BAWTRY 
DONCASTER 
GARFORTH 
HALIFAX 
HUDDERSFIELD 
HULL 


ROTHERHAM 
SCARBOROUGH 
SHEFFIELD 


SCOTTISH NORTH 


ABERDEEN 
ABERDEEN 


U 
INVERNESS 
KIRKCALDY 


LAIRG 
LERWICK 
THURSO 


SCOTTISH SOUTH 


GOVAN 
GRANGEMOUTH 
KILMARNOCK 
PAISLEY 
BROXBURN 


SOUTH WALES 


CARDIFF 
JOHNSTOWN 


NEWPORT 
PONTYPRIDD 
SWANSEA 
NORTHERN IRELAND 


Cc 

ChRAIGAVON 
GLENGORMLEY 
NEWTONABBEY 


Brian Sharp (DAF Trucks) Ltd 
Transfleet Services Ltd 
County ae Co Ltd 

Tait conde! td 

Tait (Darlington) Ltd 

North Riding Garages 
Myers & Bowman Ltd 

FW Cawthorn Ltd (Hargreaves) 
Minories Garages Ltd 

RH Patterson & Co Ltd 
Cowies of Sunderland Ltd 
John McBain & Son Ltd 


Avonmouth Commercials 
ang Kynoch) Ltd ’ 
.M, Clarke (Commercials) Ltd 
Welch & Co Ltd 
Bristol Street Motors Limited 
UBM Motors Ltd 
Skipper of Gloucester Ltd 
Newton Abbot Motors Ltd 
en & S Devon Co-op Society Ltd 
UBM Ford 
UCL Unit Commercials Ltd 
a Services (Shepton Mallet) Ltd 
Midlands BRS Ltd 
National Carriers Ltd 
Marsh Road Garages Ltd 
Weston-Super-Mare Motors 
Abbey Hill Vehicle Services 


Fox Trucks (Blackburn) Ltd 

North Western BRS (Bolton) Ltd 
Skipper of Burnley Ltd 

The Chester Engineering Co Ltd 
Quicks of Chesfer Ltd 

Warrington Commercial Vehicles Ltd 
Lancashire Trucks Ltd 

Pye Motors Ltd 

North Western BRS Ltd 

Wadham Stringer(Merseyside) Ltd 
Maelog Farm Services Ltd 

H Woodward & Son Ltd 

H & J Quick Ltd 

Manchester Garages (Trucks) Ltd 
North West Truck Engineering Co Ltd 
Butler Green Garage Ltd 
Bradshaws Motor House Ltd 
Ribblesdale Auto-Electrics Ltd 
Road Vehicles Ltd 

CD Bramall (Warrington) Ltd 
Smithy Haulage Ltd 

Gordon Ford — bagi doo 

DH Jones (Coal & Haulage) Ltd 


Polar Truck Centre 

CD Bramall (Bradford) Ltd 

Reliance Garage (Hargreaves) 

E & G Charlesworth ; 

John Hudson ie Vehicles) Ltd 
North Eastern BRS Ltd 

Tricentrol Trucks ng Ltd 

Dews Garages Ltd 

Dorada Brockholes Ltd 
Meadowbank Trucks Ltd 

Transfleet Services Ltd 

Wallace Arnold Sales & Service Ltd 
Meadowbank Trucks Ltd 

Parish (Scarborough) Ltd 
Hargreaves Vehicle Distritputors 
Leedhams (York) Ltd 

Polar Trucks (York) Ltd 


Aberdeen Motors Trucks 

Cordiners Garage (Aberdeen) Ltd 
Tayford Motor Co Ltd 

Tayside Tachograph Centre 

lan Clark 

Cordiners Cars & Trucks (North) Ltd 
Drysdales (Fife) Ltd 

S$ & J.D. Robertson & Co (Sutherland) Ltd 
S$ & J.D. Robertson ell Ne Ltd 
Omand Bros. Park Lane, Riverside 


Central Motors (Calderbank) Ltd 
Ailsa Trucks Ltd 

W & J Barr & Sons (Scotland) Ltd 
Scottish Road Services Ltd 
Alexanders of Edinburgh Ltd 
Lothian Trucks Ltd 

Kirby Hogarth 

Transfleet Services Ltd, 

Scotia DAF Trucks Ltd 

Scottish Road Services Ltd 
Clanford Motors Ltd. 
Beaverbank Motor Co Ltd 


Nash of Cardiff 

Western BRS Ltd 

Newport (Gwent) Motor Co Ltd 
Griffin Mill Garages 

J&P Bevan Ltd 


RE Hamilton & Co Ltd 

Eakin Bros Ltd 

Roadside Motors 

Dencourt Motors Ltd 

Cahill Motor Engineering (NI) Ltd 
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Right: The GB Tachopak chart storage 
system, which has been adopted by CIBS 
and is available through their area offices. 


device which can be set without opening 
the front of the instrument. This allows the 
driver to set the warning device at a speed 
to suit the driving conditions at any point in 
his journey. The device can be switched off 
if not required. 

The electronic unit will cost 25% more 
than conventional mechanical drive units 
but Veeder-Root claim that the extra cost 
can be offset by eliminating charges for re- 
calibration and sealing, or a new flexible 
drive cable on the older units. 

Electro-mechanical chart analysers have 
also been extensively researched and 
developed by Veeder-Root and their ACE 
system, which displays or offers printed- 
out records of information on charts, is in- 
finitely flexible and therefore suits large 
numbers of operators with varying sized 
fleets. 


TACHOGRAPH 
ACCESSORIES 


H. J. Chapman 


Based in Ledbury, Herts., the concern 
markets tachograph chart storage and con- 
trol systems as well as the charts 
themselves. Various pocket storage 
systems are available for drivers and for 
long term storage. 


Gait Bayliss Rotary | 


After research and practical development, 
this company is now marketing the GB 
Tachopak in a new plastic material. These 
packs enable drivers and operators to keep 
discs in good condition for the. 12 months 
required by law. The GB Tachopak system 
enables 360 discs to be held in 12 hanging 
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Chartwell’s new and inexpensive hand held 
chart analyser. 


FOR MORE INFORMATION 


LUCAS KIENZLE INSTRUMENTS LTD, 
36, Gravelly Industrial Park, Birmingham. 
B24 8TA (tel: 021-328 5533). 

SMITHS INDUSTRIES LTD, Motor Ac- 
cessory Sales & Service Division, 50, Ox- 
gate Lane, Cricklewood London. NW2 7JB 
(tel: 01-452 3333). 

VEEDER-ROOT LTD, Vehicle Products 
Division, Wester Gourdie, Kingsway West, 
Dundee. (tel: 0382 643271). 

H. J. CHAPMAN & COMPANY LTD, 
Ledbury Park, Ledbury, Herts. (tel: 01-499 
0171). 


GAIT BAYLISS ROTARY LTD, Wilton 
Road, Humberstone, Grimsby, South 
Humberside. (tel: 0472 814291). (also 
available from CPT head office or regional 
offices for CIBS members). 

KEKO TACHOGRAPH CARDS, 2, Garth 
Road, Bournemouth (tel: 0202-26044/ 
516094). 

TACHODISC LTD, Pippin Bank, Bacup, 
Lancs. OL13 OBU. (tel: 070-683 3516/3716). 
WIGHTMAN MOUNTAIN LTD, 15, Ar- 
tillery Row, London. SW1P 1RT (tel: 01-222 
8861). 


pockets or 24 on a vertical shelf spine. An il- 
luminated magnifier analyser is another 
useful product from this concern. 


Keko 


This range of tachograph cards is manufac- 
tured in Switzerland and is popular on the 
Continent. Advantages claimed are ease of 
reading with plenty of space for entries on 
both sides. The cards are supplied direct 
from Bournemouth in packs of 100. 


Tachodisc 


This well-known company supplies charts 
in packs of 100 for Lucas Keinzle (Ref T1), 
Smiths (T3) and Veeder Root (T4). They 
also produce an inexpensive register (Ref 
T750) to record the issue of charts. 


Wightman Mountain 


Specialists in graph paper manufacture, 
Wightman Mountain produce the Chartwell 
range of EEC approved charts for all models 
of tachographs. These are priced for all 
models of tachographs. These are priced at 
£2.50 per 100 with discounts for large 
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orders. New last month is Chartwell’s inex- 
pensive hand held analyser which will give a 
quick reading of any EEC approved chart. 
This costs £9.00 plus VAT. 


Modern miracle. The inside of an electronic 
tachograph (Veeder-Root) showing the com- 
pactness of the installation. Less moving 
parts make for greater reliability and obviate 
calibration and sealing charges. 
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HEADREST COVERS 


HOOD TYPE P.V.C. choice of colour binding, 86p each. 
Stretch Nylon, 74p each. Plus carriage and V.A.T. 


SAMPLE SENT ON REQUEST 


V. C. WHEATFILL 


53 MEADWAY, BARNET, HERTS, EN5 5JZ 
Telephone: 01-440 1579 


Attention all Coach and Bus Operators 
At last competitive rates for this class of business. Re- 
quirements: 3 more vehicles, established for more than one 
year. 

Rates also available for owner/drivers and new ventures. 

For an immediate quotation contact P. Barton-Wright, 
Wrightsure Services Ltd, 2 London Road, Grays, Essex. Tel: 
Grays Thurrock (0375) 78371/2 (day), 73963 (evenings and 
weekends). 


LUXURY HEADREST COVERS 
PVC:- Envelope Type, Hood Type:- Comfortable soft white PVC. 
Passenger seat hygiene and protection with that added interior finish. 
Binding to match colour schemes. Printing extra. 
Stretch Nylon:- In: gold, mustard, blue, maroon, red and dark brown. 


White— easily washed. Embroidery or printed—extra. Free samples 


on request. 
DUST COVERS LIMITED 
HALLAM STREET MILL, HEAVILEY, STOCKPORT, CHESHIRE. SK2 6PT 
Telephone: 061/480-5259 and 061/480-5250 


TACHOGRAPHS 


ARLINGTON 
LUCAS KIENZLE AGENTS 
Fitting and Calibration 


01-804 1266 EAST LONDON 01-590 7744 
HARLOW 22391 SUDBURY 72301 
BRISTOL 772671 BEDFORD 50011 
WEST LONDON 01-965 5982 


ENFIELD 


E.E.C. Approved Tachograph Discs 
now available 


T.1 FOR USE IN KIENZLE 
T.3 FOR USE IN SMITHS 
T.4 FOR USE IN VEEDER- 

ROOT TACHOGRAPHS 


Every disc is pre-numbered with its 
own individual serial number. 
TACHODISC LTD. When ordering Tachodiscs make 
Pippin Bank, Bacup, sure the ‘’T’’ code is clearly marked. 
Lancashire. OL13 OBU 100 DISCS IN BOX FROM 
Telephones: Bacup (070-683) 3516 & 3716 £2.29 per box plus V.A.T. 


Goodliffe 
Garages Ltd 


CHEQUERS LANE, DAGENHAM, 
ESSEX, RM9 60S 


Tel: Sales 01-593 7118 Service 01-593 2487 TI TT3 
Parts 01-593 3975 Kienzle 
Ministry of Transport Approved Centre y 4 


TACHODISC 
the complete Tachograph 


Send immediately for our 

free brochure which shows the 
full range of products and 
explains how the Tachodisc 
system really works. 


TRADE ENQUIRIES WELCOME cme 


Chartwell Tachograph Charts & 


Accessories 


5%) From the mainChartwell Distributors 
WIGHTMAN MOUNTAIN LTD. 
Get the facts on this comprehensive top quality 
Wp British made range of products which includes 
> EEC approved charts for: 

‘ Lucas-Kiezle (standard & automatic), 
Smiths-Jaeger (1 & 2 driver) and 
Veeder-Root TACHOGRAPHS 
Blind Discs Analysis Books 
Analysers Register Books 
Drivers’ Wallets 
Simple Storage Systems 
Serial Numbering facility on reverse 
of charts now available. 

Send for our leaflet & current price 

list on the Chartwell range. 
WIGHTMAN MOUNTAIN LTD. 
15 Artillery Row, London SW1P 1RT. 
Telephone: 01-222 8861 


The Complete Service 


j To: Wightman Mountain Ltd. 
a 15 Artillery Row, London SW1P 1RT 
4 Telephone: 01 222 8861 


NAME (Gq) 


COMPANY. 
ADDRESS 
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More Routes Sealink’s 
18 key routes offer more 
choice and flexibility to the 


go-ahead coach operator. We 
dominate the important south coast 
crossings with 11 routes serving France, 
Belgium, and the Isle of Wight. 
The impressive Irish service gives a choice of 


routes to Northern and Southern Ireland, plus the 
Isle-of Man. We also operate from Harwich to Hook of Holland opening up your road into Northern 
Europe. Wherever you want to operate in 1981 Sealink will serve you better. 


More Sailings Our well-equipped modern fleet of over 60 big-capacity purpose-built ships run to well 
planned schedules offering over 150 sailings every day. 


More Opportunity To help put more business your way in 1981 we offer 
really competitive rates. For the run-down on our full range of services, 
including our Lake Windermere sailings and the economical 
ways to the Channel Islands, ask for the Sealink Coach Guide 
with full details of our Deals on Wheels. There must 
be something in it for you. 


Just ring 01-387 1234 Ext 2642 or write to: 


Passenger Sales Manager, 
Sealink UK Ltd., 

Room 110, Eversholt House, 
Eversholt Street, 

London NW1 1BG 


Sealink _ 


Lots more ways to get away 
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Duple Coachbuilders Limited Telephone: 0253 62251 
Blackpool FY4 4EN Telex: 67135 


 — 


~. HECRAIGGS 


The design that brings Dominant Now available on the new low- 
style and quality to > floor Dennis Falcon, in addition 
stage Carriage operation... to a wide range of other chassis. 


At your service in Blackpool Hendon Barrhead 
0253 62251 01-205 6412 041-881 5625 


The Olympian chassis has a perimeter frame 
oA designed to permit its use with a variety of body 
structures. Note the front-mounted radiator. 


by 


Alan Townsin 
C.Eng. MiMech.E 


Spin-offs for the smaller operator 
in Olympian versatility 


INVARIABILY, I find it enlightening to discuss the 
reasoning behind the design features of a new model with 
the people who made the key decisions. So the chance of a 
discussion with David Burnicle, Product Engineering 
Director of Leyland Vehicles passenger vehicle division, 
and some of his colleagues, on the background to the 
Olympian (neé B45) was too good to miss. I described the 
main features of the model in the October issue but, brief- 
ly, it is Leyland’s new generation double-decker chassis, in 
some ways similar to the integral construction Titan, but 
more versatile and designed to replace the Atlantean, 
Fleetline, Bristol VRT and, in due course, the front- 
engined Victory built for export markets. 

The Fleetline is already out of production and the VRT 
is expected to be phased out towards the end of this year as 
the NBC changes over to the Olympian, which of course is 
being built at Bristol. The Atlantean, which has un- 
doubtedly reached a golden autumn of regard among 
many operators, is to remain in production as long as the 
state of its order book and legal requirements permit. 
Dispensation has been granted on noise legislation until 
1984 and may be sought on EEC brake requirements. As a 
chassis it is about 25% cheaper than the Olympian, though 
the difference will be less on a bodied vehicle. David Burni- 
cle pointed out that first cost was by no means the whole 
story. On a whole-life costing basis, the Olympian is in- 
tended to minimise maintenance and repair costs over a 
long period. 

Incidentley, it is anticipated that Olympians will still be 
around in the year 2010, given anticipated production and 
in-service life. Flexibility in specification was a key feature 
of the design and the possibilities of future alternative 
power units, such as the Stirling engine, were borne in 
mind, as well as providing for easy adaptation to varying 
world market needs. At first thought, such factors may 
seem remote from the interests of the smaller operator in 
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Britain who may be wondering whether future double- 
deckers will make sense for his operations. Looking ahead 
for over a quarter of a century seems more difficult than 
ever nowadays, but the double-decker still makes a great 
deal of sense to me, considered as an efficient people- 
mover. The extent of commuting by car today looks crazy 
in the context of dwindling oil supplies, long-term, and it is 
a sobering thought that North Sea oil may well have largely 
been used up before vehicles such as the Olympian have 
become obsolete. 

If the bus can be produced in quantity for the Middle 
East and Far East, it will be more economic for J. Bloggs 
and Sons of Blanktown, or some other form of relatively 
small organisation, who may, it seems to me, be the main 
provider of public transport in areas where large organisa- 
tions have had to give up—indeed, who knows where the 
politics of bus operation may go in 30 years? But is a bus 
like the Olympian a proposition for the smaller operator 
with what may seem to be an ‘“‘all singing, all dancing’’ 
specification? Well first of all, the specification is, itself, 
quite flexible. There is a choice of three engines, for ex- 
ample—although Leyland’s publicity material doesn’t 
mention it, the naturally-aspirated Leyland L11, which is 
really a modernised version of the familiar 680, is to be 
available alongside the turbocharged TL11 and the Gard- 
ner 6LXB, as we pointed out in this journal in October. 
The transmission can be semi-or fully-automatic. 

David Burnicle considers that, even in these hard times, 
the way forward is towards higher standards rather than 
any adoption of a ‘‘utility’’ specification—the main com- 
petition of the bus being the car. It might be added that 
drivers, too, are looking for progress rather than regres- 
sion. 

So how much of the Olympian’s specification can be 
described as exotic, even in 1981? Air suspension? The one 
feature of the Atlantean, Fleetline and VRT that has seem- 
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ed to me to be sub-standard for at least the last decade is 
the rough ride that front seat passengers and even the 
driver suffers when the vehicle is anything but fully laden. 
Today’s worsening standards of road maintenance mean 
that there is more need for good insulation from rough sur- 
faces than ever. 

A point that David Burnicle made was the improved 
protection of the vehicle’s own structure and equipment— 
endurance testing of electrical equipment normally implied 
time on a vibration rig, so it follows that better life expec- 
tancy for components could be expected. The Leyland Na- 
tional has belatedly proved that air suspension itself can 
give better reliability than leaf springs—a conclusion 
reached in Europe and America at least ten years before it 
was in Britain, perhaps again influenced by poor road sur- 
faces. 

The provision of a built-in retarder as part of the 
transmission not only gives the assurance of meeting any 
foreseeable braking legislation but should cut brake lining 
wear dramatically and hence reduce maintenance re- 
quirements. 

Taking a further and rather more detailed look at the 
chassis than was practicable at the time of the Motor 
Show, I was struck by the care given to detail design. It 
would take far more space than could be afforded here to 
describe every item, but the incorporation of the form of 
engine mounting used on the Titan, with the rear face of 
the combined engine/gearbox unit suspended by rods from 
above should eliminate sources of trouble which have been 
almost literally the Achilles heel of the Fleetline in par- 
ticular. 

The neat and carefully supported pipework is self- 
evident, but a less obvious yet significant feature is the 
system of wiring, with main junction boxes front and rear 
and the main harness intended to be stored separately until 
the body-builder is ready for it. The aim is that once pro- 
perly installed, it should be capable of a 15+ year life, yet 
remain accessible. Incidentally, the Multiplex wiring also 
described in the October issue is being actively considered 
for the future, though the key to progress may well be suf- 
ficiently low cost for the 37 micro-processors that may be 
needed. 


Road impressions 


Wintry weather conditions somewhat limited the oppor- 
tunity to explore the Olympian’s characteristics on 
Leyland’s test track. Two vehicles were available, both 
having been exhibits at the NEC. The example for Greater 
Manchester with Northern Counties body was unladen and 
that for Strathclyde PTE with Alexander body carried an 
almost full load of test weights. I was able to drive this one 
for a few minutes. 

Like most modern double-deckers, it was simplicity 
itself, particularly as it had the fully-automatic version of 
the transmission. This started in second gear when left to 
its own devices, but the take-off seemed lively enough for 
most circumstances. I found the accelerator action a little 
“‘sticky’’ even by usual rear-engined bus standards, and I 
was still trying to evaluate what appeared to be a marked 
extra kick-down pressure when it was time to hand over to 
another driver. It did not appear to be having any great ef- 
fect, but the performance was in any case as much as seem- 
ed appropriate on the slushy surface, slippery enough to 
call for care when walking between the two vehicles. 

Ironically, I found myself rather wishing the steering 
was unassisted so as to get a better indication of much 
reserve Of adhesion there was in these conditions. The 


COACHING JOURNAL FEBRUARY 1981 


steering effort is sufficiently light to take any exertion out 
of manoevering without seeming disproportionate to the 
size of vehicle. However, there appeared to be some slight 
internal friction and I did not get the impression of receiv- 
ing much indication of what the front wheels were doing 
or, more to the point, about to do. Familiarity would no 
doubt give more confidence, but I chose not to experiment, 
as passengers were moving around inside the vehicle. 

The internal noise level in both vehicles was acceptably 
low, and somewhat reminiscent of a quieter than average 
Atlantean (which has generally seemed to me pleasantly 
quiet to ride in, over the years). However, as with some 
other ‘‘new generation’’ vehicles, heater fan noise was 
quite prominent, which seems a pity. 

The Leyland test track, largely of jointed concrete, has 
no doubt deliberately been allowed to deteriorate in the way 
often usual with this form of construction. Both vehicles 
gave a far more acceptable ride than could have been ex- 
pected from an Atlantean, Fleetline or VRT, and the 


The two Olympians tested had both been NEC show exhibits. The 
Alexander-bodied version for the Strathclyde PTE in front proved to 
give particularly good forward vision for upper deck passengers 
through the new-style front window. 


balance of softness against adequate damping seemed 
about right. One particularly vicious joint at a bridge ap- 
proach gave the usual catapult effect at the rear of the up- 
per deck but I doubt whether any vehicle with a twin-tyred 
rear axle could have behaved much differently. The only 
aspect in which the beam front axle seemed slightly inferior 
to the i.f.s. Titan (or for that matter the Routemaster) was 
in a somewhat greater degree of roll when cornering. 

Overall, however, passengers should have few grounds 
for complaints, even in the long-term future. The speed of 
early orders indicates that Olympians will be found in 
many parts of the country within the next year or so, and I 
suspect that they will soon become a familiar sight. 
However, I cannot resist remarking on the time it has taken 
to produce a standarised Leyland group double-deck 
chassis —I recall speculating on the possibilities in an arti- 
cle published in May 1968, a few months after the forma- 
tion of British Leyland. 


39 


Titans rising 
in the hills 


Following the closure of Park Royal, 
production of the Leyland Titan has 
now started at Workington. 

Variations on the National theme are 
also under way. &/// Godwin reports. 


a temporary Leyland factory at Workington—in the 

interim stage of the transfer of production from Park 
Royal— have now been completed and are being delivered 
to London Transport. Assembly of double-deck buses 
began last month in the new £4 million purpose-built ex- 
tension to the National plant which is expected to turn out 
175 Titans for LT in the first full year. 

LT is also about to take delivery of its first Leyland 
National II single deckers; these are 10.6m long vehicles in 
a two-door standee layout. 

Current Workington activities also include preparation 
of body shells for incorporation in the articulated apron 
service buses for British Airways now being built by 
Charles H Roe of Leeds, on Danish-made DAB running 
gear. 

The versatility of the modular National design is further 
highlighted by the construction at Workington of a 16m. 
long railbus for British Railways. This follows earlier pro- 
totypes of National-derived rail vehicles currently being 
evaluated under service conditions both here in the UK 
and in the United States. 


Te: FIRST of 13 Titan double-deck buses to be built in 


Top: The first Workington-built Leyland Titan double-decker leaves 
on its 300-mile delivery run to London Transport. Above right: The 
16-metre railbus body taking shape for BR shows its National family 
likeness. Right: National serial. Rear trailer modules for the British 
Airways DAB-based articulated buses await collection from Work- 
ington. Be/ow: PDI for the first Titan and Mk II Nationals for London 
Transport. 


LICENSING 


Duncan Jewell 


Fare conditions fading fast 


The Traffic Commissioners continued to 
deal with applications to remove fares con- 
ditions throughout December. A number of 
them were opposed but without success. 

The view of the East Midland Traffic 
Commissioners was indicated by the Chair- 
man, C. M. Sheridan, at Nottingham when 
dealing with applications by Trent Motor 
Traction and Barton Transport. 

He said that anyone who wanted the 
regulation of competition in relation to 
stage carriage services, through the imposi- 
tion of fares conditions on licences must 
ask for it in relation to particular individual 
routes. This was a procedure which could 
be initiated by anyone, even private in- 
dividuals. 

Trent’s application was opposed by 
Ashfield District Council and Newark 
District Council and Mr Sheridan told them 
they would have to satisfy the Commis- 
sioners that the removal of fares conditions 
was not in the public interest, in two 
respects. First that it would lead to 
unreasonable use of a monopoly situation 
and, secondly, to protect competing in- 
terests. They must be satisfied that it was 
essential to retain fares conditions. 

Ashfield contended that the removal of 
fares conditions would be to tolerate 
flagrant abuses and there would be no pro- 
tection for the public. Relaxation of control 
would weaken the protection necessary for 
uneconomic services, particularly in rural 
areas. Private operators entering the field 
would only be interested if there was likely 
to be a profit. Once fares were decontrolled 
there would be no guarantee that increases 
would be reasonable, economic or cost 
related. Newark’s case was that the reten- 
tion of fares conditions was essential in the 
public interest. 

Keith Orford, Public Transport Co- 
ordinator of Derbyshire County Council, 
said they had no objection in principle to the 
removal of fares conditions. He pointed out 
that there was a coordination agreement 
between Trent and Derby City Council 
whereby Trent operated at fares determined 
by the Council. This did not form part of 
the present application. 

Mr Sheridan said that coordination by 
agreement was a perfectly permissible ar- 
rangement under the new legislation. The 
provisions of Section 7 (4) of the Act, 
enabling Commissioners to impose fares 
conditions would only be invoked where 
such an agreement broke down. It was the 
Commissioners’ duty to remove all the fares 
conditions from Trent licences, whoever 
might be controlling the fare levels. 

The objectors misgivings were irrelevant 
as there was no option to maintain fares 
conditions on the basis that the regulation 
of competition was a good thing in relation 


to rural services. The question of Commis- 
sioners having to be satisfied it was essential 
in the public interest to retain fares condi- 
tions had to be applied to particular routes 
and could not be applied generally. 

So far as the misuse of a monopoly situa- 
tion was concerned there would need to be 
convincing evidence that the public re- 
quired protection from such misuse in rela- 
tion to a road service licence. 

Referring to the Barton application, Mr 
Orford said the County Council did not pay 
them any revenue support. Consequently 
there was no direct arrangement for con- 
sultation. Granting Barton’s application, 
Mr. Sheridan said the Commissioners 
hoped that voluntary coordination would 
take place. However, the powers of the 
Commissioners in regard to regulation of 
competition were there if instigated by any 


party. 


Ticket fiddle 
exposed 


A number of drivers employed by Greater 
Manchester Transport and operating one 
man buses were prosecuted before the Man- 
chester Stipendiary Magistrate. Evidence 
was given that a large number of GMT 
employees had been interviewed by the 
Police in regard to large scale fiddling with 
ticket machines. 

Five men were before the court and the 
same system had been operated by all of 
them. At the end of the day’s shift they 
gained entry to the ticket machines and 
turned the dials back in order to gain 
money for themselves. The offences were 
sophisticated as the machines had been 
designed to avoid tampering. The key was a 
small seal in the machines—Almex model 
A—which when removed revealed a screw 
and a ratchet. When these were undone the 
machine basically fell apart and it was a 
simple matter to wind back the dials. After 
reassembly the seals were replaced by home 
made ones. 

The defendents had got away with it fora 
long time and when it came to light it was 
found that the practice had been going on 
on a large scale. All pleaded guilty and 
David Kiernan of Failsworth, was sentenc- 
ed to 28 days imprisonment after admitting 
40 offences of theft and ordered to pay 
£110 compensation to GMT. A ticket 
machine mechanic was fined £200 for falsi- 
fying a ticket machine by tampering with its 
mechanism and for handling a ticket 
machine knowing it to have been stolen. 
Three other drivers were fined, two £100 
each and this third £75. A fifth driver had 
been fined £40 and ordered to pay £8 com- 
pensation, earlier. 


COACHING JOURNAL FEBRUARY 1981 


New stage 
licence refused 


The North Western Traffic Commissioners 
have refused a new stage carriage applica- 
tion by an independent, Smith’s Coaches 
(Marple) Ltd, on the ground that a grant 
would not be in the public interest. Smith’s 
applied to operate a circular route in each 
direction between Marple, High Lane, 
Disley, New Mills and Staines. 

In a written decision the Commissioners 
said that under Section 5 (b) of the 
Transport Act, 1980, they must have par- 
ticular regard to the transport requirements 
of the area as a whole. Furthermore any 
transport policies or plans made by the local 
authorities concerned and Greater Man- 
chester Transport had drawn attention to 
the Greater Manchester Council policy that 
the PTE should continue to operate the 
main stage carriage network throughout the 
County area. The operation of certain 
routes or special services by private 
operators should be coordinated to avoid 
wasteful competition. 

The Commissioners were of the opinion 
that this policy was contrary to the provi- 
sions and spirit of the 1980 Act. To accept it 
would effectively transfer the licensing 
function nominally to the County Council 
and in practice to the PTE as the major 
operator. Therefore, although taking the 
statement of policy into account, they dis- 
counted it as having no bearing on the ap- 
plication. 

The Commissioners also had to regard 
any relevant objection or representations 
supporting the contention that a grant 
would be against the public interest. In this 
case it was claimed a grant to Mr Smith 
would result in abstraction of passengers 
from existing services covering a much 
wider area with a consequent reduction in 
revenue to GMT, Trent Motor Traction and 
British Rail services in the Greater Man- 
chester area. They were in receipt of 
revenue support from Greater Manchester 
Council, Cheshire County Council and 
Derbyshire County Council. No additional 
support was available to compensate for 
any lost revenue. The net loss had been 
estimated at between £12,000 and £13,000. 

This would mean that the Greater Man- 
chester PTE, which had the responsibility 
for coordinating passenger transport in the 
area concerned, must find savings in cost to 
that extent to offset the losses. 

Smith’s proposed service would not 
operate on Saturdays, Sundays or public 
holidays and within those limits would pro- 
vide a facility which, although for the most 
part available on existing services with 
change of buses, was not directly available 
at present. There was no evidence to show 
how large a section of the communities con- 
cerned might benefit but it was likely to be 
small. 
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LT ‘negligent’ on bus security 


BUS OPERATORS had a very high duty to 
lessen the risk of double-deck buses being 
taken away and driven by unskilled people, 
and at the very least cab doors should have 
some device whereby they could be locked. 

This was held by Deputy Judge Krikler, 
in the Bloomsbury and Marylebone County 
Court last month, when he gave judgement 
with costs, in respect of damages claimed by 
London journalist, Martin Hayman, 
against the.London Transport Executive. 
Mr Hayman had sued to recover £562.57p, 
the cost of repairs to his car after it had 
been struck by a Routemaster bus that had 
been taken from an unattended bus stand, 
without authority. 

London Transport argued that it was 
common practice in the industry not to 
have locks on cab doors, and that to have 
locks or some immobilisation device would 
be extremely costly. They maintained that it 
was impractical to permanently supervise 
bus stands. The risk was negligible when it 
was seen that only 20 to 30 buses a year 
were taken, an extraordinarily small in- 
cidence when the size of London 
Transport’s fleet was considered. 

Judge Krikler said the magnitude of the 
risk and the possible consequence of an ac- 
cident had to be weighed against the dif- 


ficulties and expense of precautionary 
measures. 

When the possible consequences were 
considered, the taking and driving away of 
a double-decker, without the requisite driv- 
ing skill, was a very real public menace. 

The taking of a vehicle without the 
owner’s consent was now a common of- 
fence and it must be forseeable that so- 
meone without the required skill was likely 
to take a double-decker. The standard of 
care required of operators which was good 
enough in 1958, when Routemasters first 
came into service, was not good enough to- 
day. Operators must have a high duty to 
lessen the risk in some way. 

A device whereby the cab door could be 
locked would substantially reduce the risk 
from children, mischievous adolescents and 
drunks. It was not a case of dealing with 
professional thieves. 

If the provision of a lock was too difficult 
or expensive, then there must be supervi- 
sion of the bus stand. Where buses were go- 
ing to stand in a residential area, with a risk 
to children and it was impossible to make 
them very much more difficult to move, 
then either the bus stand itself should be 
moved to a less dangerous position or 
supervision would have to be provided. 


Works services to go public 


Ten works services operated by Hills of 
Tredegar are now open for public carriage 
after the removal of restrictions allowing 
only the carriage of the employees of the 
factories concerned. All had been operated 
under stage carriage licences but under the 
1980 Act were classified as contract services 
for which licences were not required. 

The application for removal of the condi- 
tions was opposed by National Welsh at a 
Cardiff sitting. The objector was concerned 
about probable abstraction of traffic from 
intermediate points and sought restriction 
of the services to picking up at the terminals 
only. 

W. Clarke, Hill’s Traffic Manager, said 
that if the services were not operated as 
stage carriages open to the public, then the 
company would lose around £20,000 in fuel 
rebate alone. That would necessitate a steep 
increase in fares just to get back to the pre- 
sent financial position. Major reorganisa- 
tion would be necessary and it was possible 
that some services would have to be 
withdrawn through fares becoming pro- 
hibitive. During 1979 in excess of half a 
million passengers were carried on the ser- 
vices. If they had to be withdrawn National 
Welsh did not have the facilities to meet the 
needs of these passengers. 

Granting the applications the Chairman, 
Ronald Jackson, said the Commissioners 
were satisfied that the proposed restriction 
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would mean that the services would not, in 
reality, be open to the public. One major 
operator had given assurances to another, 
in public before the Commissioners, and 
those assurances should be accepted and 
respected. 


Objections fail in 
South Wales 


The blanket removal of fares conditions by 
the South Wales Traffic Commissioners 
was strongly opposed at a Cardiff sitting. 
National Welsh Omnibus Co; Jones Om- 
nibus_ services; Mid-Glamorgan County 
Council; Ogwr Borough Council; Rhymney 
Valley BC; Taff Ely BC; and Merthyr BC; 
appeared to lodge objection. 

Brian Rowlands, Assistant County Plan- 
ning Officer of Mid-Glamorgan, said they 
accepted there were advantages in the 1980 
Transport Act but felt they were outweigh- 
ed by the disadvantages. The Council’s con- 
cern was that it was in the public interest to 
retain control where the services of two or 
more main operators ran parallel or where 
private operators’ services ran parallel with 
the main operators. Such situations were 
particularly common in Mid-Glamorgan 
and the retention of conditions was essen- 
tial to regulate competition. 


National Welsh submitted that in addi- 
tion to seven municipal operators in Mid- 
Glamorgan there were more than 20 others 
operating. They had already received in- 
dications that those with works and schools 
services might seek to expand in order to 
obtain the benefit of fuel duty relief and 
bus grants. 

Turning down the objections the chair- 
man, Ronald Jackson, said that when the 
blanket proposal was made the Commis- 
sioners did not consider it essential that 
fares should remain on licences and it ap- 
peared this was generally accepted. 

There were 469 operators in the South 
Wales Traffic Area and only five objecting; 
there had been three objections from the six 
counties and five from the 25 district coun- 
cils three of whom were themselves 
operators. It was apparent the objections 
had all resolved into representations and 
the Commissioners were quite prepared to 
accept the National Welsh suggestion that 
the Commissioner’s office maintain a 
register of every notice indicating the in- 
terest of an operator making changes on his 
licence. 

Mr Jackson added that the Commis- 
sioners did not consider, despite the fears 
expressed, that operators who had used 
common routes over the years were going to 
drop fares in order to cream off traffic. 


Private operators 
fill gap 


There are signs that private operators will 
step in to fill the gap left by major revisions 
of school services which involved substan- 
tial withdrawals, by West Yorkshire PTE, 
NBC subsidiaries and Metro-National, in 
West Yorkshire. At first there was strong 
local authority objection to the plans affec- 
ting PTE, Metro-National, West Riding 
Automobile Co, Yorkshire Traction and 
Yorkshire Woollen District Transport ser- 
vices covering the Leeds, Wakefield and 
Kirklees districts. 

After consultation substantial amend- 
ments resulted in Leeds City Council, the 
City of Wakefield District Council and 
Kirklees Metropolitan District Council 
withdrawing objections. A number of in- 
dependents have already expressed interest 
in replacing the journeys withdrawn and 
application for licences are expected to be 
made shortly. 

There is likely to be opposition from the 
existing operators as Ford’s of Ackworth, 
who applied for a licence to run a service 
from Ackworth to the Hemsworth High 
School, faced opposition from West Riding 
Automobile. West Riding had put a revised 
service into operation on November 24. 
Deciding that this ought to be given a six 
months trial the chairman, Maj Gen V. H. 
J. Carpenter, said the Commissioners refus- 
ed the application by Ford’s. He warned 
that they would view the situation different- 
ly if there was evidence from parents at the 
end of that time, that the revised service 
had not proved satisfactory. 
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Books 


The way we were 


THE AUTHOR is a regular contributor to 
COACHING JOURNAL with his series ‘Look 
Back with Pleasure’. These are largely 
anecdotal, whereas his latest book is an il- 
lustrated review of ‘‘seventy years of motor 


coaching”. In the 15 chapters there is an in- 


CHAR-A-BANCS AND COACHES. By 
Stan Lockwood (Marshall, Harris and 
Baldwin, Box C26, 17 Air Street, London 
W1. £6.95). 


troduction to each and photographs galore 


with extended captions in the author’s in- 
imitable style. 

This covers the period from the beginn- 
ing of the century, when charabancs ap- 
peared gargantuan and grotesque, to the 
early ‘thirties when technical advances 
produced the handsome and efficient 
motor coaches which were the forerunners 
of the vehicles: of today. 

From the chapter entitled ‘‘Something 
Special’, it appears that executive and 
sleeping coaches were not an unfamiliar 
sight in the late ‘twenties, while during the 
same period there are some exquisite 
scenes of some of the contemporary coach 
stations. The author illustrates some post- 
war models, but unfortunately errs in his 
reference to the record-breaking journey 
from London to Moscow. This was a Ford 
Motor Company expedition and not Ex- 
celsior of Bournemouth, although Vernon 
Maitland was one of the co-drivers! 

This excellent book will undoubtedly 
revive memories of a very attractive period 
in coach travel. 

John Fielder 


PARK ROYAL COACHWORKS. Volume 
2: 1942-1980. By Alan Townsin 
(Transport Publishing Company, 
Glossop, Derbyshire. £10.00). 


CONTINUING his history of Park Royal 
Coachworks, Alan Townsin in Volume 2 
takes the story on from 1942 where the 
earlier volume finished to 1980 when, sadly, 
the company’s illustrious career came to 
an end. The last product to come from the 
Park Royal works was the Titan double- 
decker which suffered serious production 
hold-ups leading to its transfer to Work- 
ington. 

Although there was not quite the wide 
ranging variety of styles after 1945 that had 
been such a feature of Park Royal’s output 
in the 1930’s, bespoke bodies were produc- 
ed for longer than was generally the case. 

This excellent pictorial survey of Park 
Royal products also provides interesting 
reading, describing as it does not only the 
variety of models produced but also quite a 
lot about the people behind the designs. 

Park Royal was early in the field in this 
country in the production of integral 
vehicles and in the early 1950’s the com- 
pany introduced the Monocoach in which 
the underframe and the running units were 
assembled at AEC like a conventional 
chassis and the body built up on the under- 
frame after arrival at Park Royal. 

On the coach side well-remembered 
models included the half-deck AEC Regal 
IVs for British European Airways. Many 
coaches were built for the East Kent com- 
pany, and in 1966 a new design of body 


styled by John Reid and named the Royalist 
was introduced in an effort to enter the 
general coach market. This aim was not, 
unfortunately, realised but the Royalist 
certainly led to some new thinking on 
coach design. 

Prior to the ill-fated Titan the 
Routemaster—and before that, the 
RT—formed a major part of Park Royal’s 
production. 

John Speed 


ROADS, RAILS AND FERRIES OF THE 
SOLENT AREA 1919-1969 by D. Fereday 
Glenn (lan Allan Ltd, Terminal House, 
Shepperton, Middx. £7.95). 


THE FAMILY of the author of this book has 
been involved with the development of 
transport in the Solent area for many years. 
Thus, he has been able to introduce an 
autobiographical note that adds greatly to 
the interest of the narrative. 

He deals with the tramway age and their 
eventual replacement by buses.. Interesting 
too is the story of the birth of the 
Southern Railway in 1923 brought about 
by the marriage of the LBSC, LSW and SE 
& C railways. 

The fourth epoch following the austerity 
and hard times of 1939-’49 is called the turn 
of the tide followed alas, by epoch five 
entitled ‘Downhill all the way.’ This well 
written and well documented history of 
public transport in the Solent area is 
particularly well illustrated and sensibly 
includes a double-spread map of the area 
both on the flyleaf and the end papers. 

John Speed 


There is no possible motive for a driver/courier to seek direct 


Letters 


“Direct” bookings explained 


Sir,—We notice that your columnist Citator, in his Travel Scan 
feature of the December issue, accuses us of encouraging our 
driver/couriers to solicit direct bookings. 

I am quite sure that this is certainly a case of complete 
misunderstanding and this is not the first report we have seen, but 
we believe it may stem from precisely the same source. We would 
wish to state quite clearly that our policy has always been, for 
over 40 years, to give full and positive support to the travel agents 
network for the promotion and sales of our inclusive holidays, 
and indeed for other brands of our products. 

A recent example has been the way in which we brought the 
complete travel trade into the launch of the British Coachways 
network and I am sure that your writer would recognise the con- 
sistency of that policy. 

Let me explain how a misunderstanding can occur, and I am 
sure it is as simple as this. 

All our driver/couriers are extremely keen to see the success of 
the company, and they will always encourage people to ‘book 
Wallace Arnold’ for their future holidays, and quite simply this 
means book a Wallace Arnold holiday, not book with a Wallace 
Arnold office. 
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bookings and indeed he would not even be aware that there was 
any distinction or that such a distinction had any significance. 
They are concerned, through their persuasive selling techniques, 
to ensure that clients re-book on the holidays in future years. 

I am sure you will recognise that we will do nothing to 
discourage that activity. Driver/couriers are extrovert characters 
and it is part of their quality, and certainly a reason why we 
employ them, that they are talkative people in addition to being 
able to manoeuvre an expensive piece of equipment about the 
country. 

We are quite confident in saying that we put our money where 
our mouth is and we have just launched a complete Travel Agency 
orientated sales campaign on what we call our £30,000 Brochure 
Bingo Scheme (COACHING JOACHING, January), and this has the 
motive of ensuring that potential customers go into the Travel 
Agent’s Office, not once but at least twice. 

I am sure that the true perspective of our policy and our 
historical record is clear to you and perhaps Mr Citator should 
himself, carefully check comments such as this before accusing us 
of being ‘naughty-naughty’!! 

R. HINSLIFF 
Director & General Manager 
Wallace Arnold Tours Limited, 
Gelderd Road, 
Leeds. LS12 6DH. 
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TRAVEL SCAN 


Citator 


Rubbish. Actually, I wanted to use stronger language, but 
the Editor was averse to the publication of obscenities in a 
nice family magazine such as COACHING JOURNAL! 

My vituperative remark is a response to some pearls of 
wisdom from Alan Wells, Chairman of ABTA’s Road- 
ways Committee. In mid-January, I read his comments 
that agents should not offset negligible commissions, 
resulting from low price coach fares by charging booking 
fees. ‘‘I can understand why some agents feel the need to 
do this, but personally I would rather not see it. It goes 
against everything the travel industry has said about not lev- 
ying booking fees. By the time high season comes along, 
there will be far fewer coaches available. They will be too 
precious to use on these give away fares’’. 

I do not share Alan’s optimism. Has he never heard of 
competition? My comments in these columns last month, 
showed that ferry operators during 1980 rushed lemming- 
like to beat each other in a price war. 

With some Summer, 1981 car ferry fares even lower than 
1980, it is clear that price war continues unabated. 

I believe the same thing will happen in the express coach 
field this Summer, as operators fight for shares of the high 
load factor lucrative Summer business. 

Thirty years ago, travel agents certainly claimed that 
they charged no booking fees. But these days there is great 
public awareness that travel agents earn commissions. Ask 
any customer and they will tell you that you are earning 
10% profit, even when you are not. Already, there is 
pressure in the air sector for the introduction of the nett 
fare concept, agents being allowed to add on whatever pro- 
fit they think the market will stand. Profit is not a dirty 
word. 

I understand that National would consider the matter, if 
there was an approach to have booking fees reinstated 
But if the only representative body, ABTA’s Roadways 
Committee doesn’t agree with it, there seems little that can 
be done. A fee of 23p per booking would be hardly 
noticeable to the customer. After paying onwards the 3p 
VAT, agents would still be left with an extra 20p per tran- 
saction, which might make coach bookings profitable 
again. 


Irish riddle 


“Through booking to Dun Laoghaire’ was the headline 
on the National circular. It went on to describe an inclusive 
price, covering service 853 to connect ‘‘with the fast ferry 
link’’. 

The wording seemed to have a familiar ring. Last year, if 
I remember rightly, National introduced an express coach 
service between Manchester’s Chorlton Street station and 
Liverpool Pierhead, connecting with the new B + I Jetfoil 
service. 

A little investigation discovered that the coach service 
was withdrawn, long before the Jetfoil, due to lack of sup- 
port. And there are no plans to reintroduce a connecting 
coach service when the Jetfoil starts again in May. 

Another aspect of this note from National intrigued me. 
The price of the through single fare from London is £18. 
Considering that the normal port-to-port fare between 
Holyhead and Dun Laoghaire is £13, this certainly seems 
good value for money. 
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Time to 
reconsider 
booking fees 


British Coachways’ fare from London to Liverpool of 
£4 added to the mid-week single B + I fare from Liverpool 
to Dublin of £17.50 looks poor by comparison. 

What’s that? I actually appear to be praising National? 
Then let me stab them in the back,. for I was quite 
disgusted to see that the second page of the circular concer- 
ning ticketing procedure said, ‘‘never issue one through 
ticket’’. The examples they gave, showed two National 
tickets issued in conjunction with each other. 

So what ever happened to the beautiful new tickets I 
wrote about in the TJravelscan column last Autumn? 
Specially designed with multiple copies and space for up to 
three sectors of a multi-stage journey, these would have 
been ideal for a trip from London to the Irish Republic. 
My staff were told on National’s courses, that the new 
tickets would be issued in November. 

I phoned National to find out what had happened, but 
didn’t get an answer. Their spokesman had a frog in his 
throat! 


The value of Prestel 


Apparently, no fewer than 1064 coaches left Victoria dur- 
ing the three days before Christmas, 1980, indicating that 
National have had some success with their marketing ef- 
forts. 

So what is the harm in telling their agents about the 
goodies? I am now referring to the Prestel experiment, 
which started at the beginning of January. But at the time 
of writing this piece, in the middle of the month, they 
haven’t got round to telling me about it. 

In case this still hasn’t happened by the time you receive 
this issue of COACHING JOURNAL, let me put you in the 
picture. Information on the services can be called up on 
Prestel by keying no. 27653, but this will only give you the 
index. 

Travel agents should instead key no. 276533 when they 
will access a pair of frames which outlines the use to which 
the Prestel pages should be put. ‘‘For agents, each frame 
contains all the information required to complete a ticket, 
giving the details of departure and arrival, times, days of 
operation and service number. NX stands for National Ex- 
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press and need not be put on the ticket. The frame also 
contains all relevant fare information. Where a change is 
necessary, this information is also given.”’ 

Like myself, you may be fascinated to read that both 
price and timetable information are presented together, 
which is what I have been requesting for many years in the 
coach guide. 

The information tree has been structured with a main in- 
dex and a series of sub-indexes, so that you can go from 
the initial frame to another allowing you to choose whether 
you want service details from Birmingham to Bristol, 
Leeds, Liverpool, London, Manchester or Sheffield. 

Another sub-index frame allows the Prestel user to 
choose information from London to Barnsley, Birm- 
ingham, Bournemouth, Bradford, Bristol, Cardiff, 
Coventry, Darlington, Derby, Exeter, Leeds, Leicester, 
Liverpool, Manchester, Newcastle, Northampton, Nor- 
wich, Nottingham, Plymouth, Sheffield, Southampton or 
Swansea. 

I trust it is not too much of a presumption on my part, 
that soon, National will publish a list of their frame 
numbers. It was neither cost nor time effective for me to go 
through various frames incurring both Prestel and 
telephone charges before I accessed the details for a par- 
ticular route. 

Once there, however, the claims that all the information 
I needed to write out a ticket was provided and were 
reasonably justified. When I put up on the screen the Bir- 
mingham to Bristol details, I was told that connections to 
Bristol were also detailed in full on tables 325, 346 and 347 
of the National Guide. 

Unfortunately, this was not entirely true, hence the word 
‘“‘reasonably’’ that I have just used. There was a statement 
that the £2 Beeper fare was available on all services with no 
reductions for children. It became necessary to check 
whether a child between three and thirteen, entitled to a 
half fare to the nearest 5O0p. above, might be better ticketed 
at half of one of the other rates. 

Users of National’s Viewdata pages were invited to make 
comments to Chris Brown at the Redditch office, 
telephone 0527 60294. 

Apart from what I have already said, I certainly felt that 
some editing of the wording would achieve more informa- 
tion on the frames. 

For examples, was it really necessary to state on Prestel, 
‘all tickets are issued subject to the standard conditions of 
National Travel (NBC) Limited, which are available for in- 
spection at offices and agents.’’? 

During this decade, Prestel will grow to become a na- 
tional service for the public, covering millions instead of 
the few thousand ordinary consumers with Viewdata sets 
at the present time. It would delight me, as a travel agent, 
if National made a clear statement on each of their frames, 
that tickets were available from their appointed agents, for 
in due course, a recommendation of this nature, will be 
very important to travel retailers. 


All in one place? 


London readers will have been very pleased with the switch 
of many National services to go through Golders Green 
bus and underground station. The allocation of several 
bays to NBC makes available some reasonable terminal 
facilities, very different from the spartan conditions 
travellers have sustained in recent years, while waiting at 
Hendon. 

The British Coachways consortium continue to com- 
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French coach operators were “extremely complimentary” about 
the coach they used when they visited Leicester while over here for 
the recent BTA European Coach Workshop at Blackpool. They 
toured the city to see its attractions and value as a centre for tours 
and used a Plaxton executive-bodied Volvo coach operated by G. K. 
Kinch of Rothley. Charles Yeates, Chairman of W.S. Yeates Ltd, was 
closely concerned with the operation and said that it proved that, 
given the right brief, “the two British coachbuilders are capable of 
producing products which not only equal the best available from 
overseas but in many important features far exceed them”. 


plain like stuck pigs that National deny them access to any 
NBC terminal facilities. This controversy has me in two 
minds. If I had been a National executive, I would have 
taken a similar commercial decision as a sensible matter of 
business, for it gives National travellers some clear 
benefits, which cannot be matched by competitors. 

This decision has, however, served to highlight the 
situation that alternative local authority or other coach ter- 
minal facilities, throughout the UK, are almost non- 
existent. Would readers consider it reasonable for British 
Airways to insist that only they could use the major British 
airports? Of course not; quite rightly, airports are run in- 
dependently of the transportation companies using them. 

It would be a very wasteful duplication for there to be 
dual terminal facilities in every small town. I believe that if 
National will not allow shared use on a rental basis, then 
the Government may step in, to cause the development of 
independent bus and coach terminal facilities, available to 
all comers. 


To pee, or not to pee? 


One of my customers complained bitterly the other day, 
about the British Coachways Wallace Arnold service to 
Scotland. She said that the booking clerk had misled her 
into believing there would be a toilet on the coach. 

“‘My husband had a few drinks before we boarded the 
coach and was painfully embarrassed because there was no 
WC. He walked to the front of the coach to ask the driver 
to stop, but to no avail. ‘What do you expect for £7’ was 
the driver’s reply.”’ 

BC and WA please note. Certain facilities at terminals, 
as well as on long distance coaches are essential. As British 
Coachways develops, I hope it will avoid like the plague, 
some of the so called passenger terminals, which are 
nothing more than former bomb sites with dangerous 
potholes and ankle-deep mud. 
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WHY TAKE PACKED 
LUNCHES ON TOUR? 
TAKE YOUR TOURS ON 


NEWBURY RACES 


1981 


HURDLE & STEEPLECHASE 
FRIDAY & SATURDAY, 
6th & 7th MARCH. 
SATURDAY 28th MARCH. 


FLAT 


FRIDAY & SATURDAY, 
10th & 11th APRIL. 


Prices of Admission, including V.A.T.: 
Tattersalls and Paddock eo eS a ee ee 
Silver Ring Stand and Enclosure ... fo wt, LOO 
Geoffrey Freer Stand & Enclosure (From 10th April 1981) £1.00 


Secretary, The Racecourse, Newbury 
Telephone: Newbury (0635) 40015 


FREE PARKING 
PARTY RATES AVAILABLE 


SPECIAL OFFER TO 
COACH ——— 


Aintree Racecourse, Liverpool 
April 2nd, 3rd and Saturday 4th | 
THE SUN GRAND NATIONAL DAY 


N SATURDAY DISCOUNTS 
Save up to £20 on normal coach party rates on one 
booking plus increasing discounts for quantity bookings, 
PLUS sale or return tickets available for the Steeplechase 
enclosure with £1 off normal adult admission price. Plus 
free coach parking and one free driver's pass with every 50 
THURSDAY AND FRIDAY SPECIALS ORES 
Save up to £3 per badge with special discount prices PF 
Free coach parking 
Free admission to accompanied children 


For further details telephone Frank Dinn on Liverpool 
(051) 523 2600 or return the completed 
coupon 


CS aD 


Ladbrokes leisure = 


_— 
Please complete the coupon and send to Frank Dinn, FREEPOST The Ladbroke Grand leis, 
| Aintree Racecourse, Aintree, Liverpool L9 5AY No stamp needed if posted in U.K. | 


Please send me further details on the Coach Operators discounts available for 


I tHe GRAND NATIONAL i 

I ame | 

J. coMPaNy NAME | 

J a0pRess | 
TEL. NO 

i we CJ3 i 
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RACING AT 


SANDOWN 
LARK 


FRIDAY/SATURDAY, MARCH 13th & 14th 
TUESDAY, MARCH 31st 
FRIDAY/SATURDAY, APRIL 24th & 25th 
BANK HOLIDAY MONDAY/TUESDAY, 
MAY 25th & 26th 


Sandown Park Racecourse, Esher, Surrey. 
Telephone: Esher 63072 


RACING AT 


KEMPTON 
FARK 


FRIDAY/SATURDAY, FEB. 27th & 28th 
SATURDAY/BANK HOLIDAY MONDAY, 
APRIL 18th & 20th 

SATURDAY, MAY 2nd 

BANK HOLIDAY MONDAY, MAY 4th 
FRIDAY/SATURDAY, MAY 29th & 30th 


Kempton Park Racecourse, Sunbury on Thames, 
Middx. Telephone: Sunbury 82292 


@ Free Parking For Coaches 


AND FREE ADMISSION FOR DRIVER 


@ Accompanied Children 
admitted FREE 


@ Sandown Park & Kempton Park 
ARE WITHIN EASY REACH OF LONDON 
AND BOTH M3 AND 
M4 MOTORWAYS 


United Racecourses Limited 
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Southampton offers you ... the perfect 
‘stopover’ facilities and touring centre. 
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Interested? 


Contact Graham Shaw, Tourism/Publicity Officer, 
Civic Centre, Southampton, Tel: 0703 23855 Ext. 695 


GROUP CATERING 


Give your tour a break! Whether you’re cross-channel bound or simply touring the 
South Coast, our catering department can provide everything from breakfasts to banquets, 
from 0700 until midnight...and anything in between! 

Breakfasts can be arranged for groups of 15 — 250 or we can offer full banquet facilities 
for up to 600, plus teas, coffees, buffets and sit-down lunches — all at competitive prices and 
free on-site coach parking can be arranged. 


FREE GUIDED TOURS 


Our city guides are available 7 days a week throughout the year to take your group on 
walkabout tours of the old town. They'll be delighted to show off Southampton’s delightful 
museums, churches, inns, vaults and ancient City walls, at all reasonable times. Alternatively, 
they can board your coach and be guided around a far wider area of our City. 


PARKS GALORE 


Gasping for fresh air? Then why not give your party the benefit of Southampton’s 
superb parks and gardens, right in the heart of our City. Few cities offer so many central oasis 
of green, open space where your party can sit and relax, picnic or wander into our modern 
shopping centre.... 


SHOPPING CENTRE 


Only yards from our central parks are located some of the best stores and shops along 
the South Coast, including all the familiar names like Debenhams, John Lewis, Owen & Owen, 
Marks & Spencers and C & A, many of them situated in the spacious, clean pedestrainised 
precinct. 


CITY ATTRACTIONS 


Two City attractions that should not be missed are the Southampton International Boat 
Show, the largest outdoor boat show in Britain held in September. And the Southampton 
Show, where there is something of interest for everyone and which takes place in July. 

Then there are museums and art gallery, all free of course. Visit the History Museum 
located in the Bargate, right in the heart of the shopping centre. The Maritime Museum, 
housed in the Old Merchants Wool House, Tudor House and Tudor Merchants Hall — and, of 
course the art gallery, regarded as one of the finest outside London. 


CENTRE OF THE REGION 


If Southampton offers a wide variety of attractions, the surrounding countryside offers 
even more. Broadlands, the home of Lord Mountbatten is just 7 miles away at Romsey. The 
beautiful New Forest, the Cathedral City of Winchester, Portsmouth, home of Nelson’s flag- 
ship “Victory” and the yachting meccas of Hamble and Lymington are all within easy driving 
distance of Southampton. And, of course, the Isle of Wight is just a few minutes away by 
hydrofoil or ferry from Southampton’s Royal Pier. 

Of course now that you've discovered just a few of Southampton’s numerous tourist 
attractions you probably realise that a short stop-over cannot do justice to the City or its 
environment. 


GROUP TARIFFS 


Southampton also has a good selection of excellent hotels, large and small to keep 
your visitors happy with accommodation to suit every pocket. 
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Oganising a 


GROUP HOLID DAY? 
We can help: 


If you've got the job of organising group holidays for 
your club. or special interest group then we can take the 
worries ot planning and organisation off your shoulders. 
Value for money prices. Superb organisation based on many 
years’ experience and a choice of 8 day fully inclusive 
holidays to Norway. Denmark, Southern Ireland or 
Switzerland: 5 days in Sweden; Short Breaks to Holland: 
Long or Short Breaks in France: 8 days cultural Greece: 
11/12 day Coach Tours West Coast America and a choice of 
Scotland. Heart of England or Wessex by Coach. 

Want to know more? Cut out and post the coupon 
83, ABTA No. 57672 
“S"— ATOL 1228 BC 


— aa i Cle, 


abes To Taber Holidays Limited. 
“ 126 Sunbridge Road. Bradford BD1 2SX. 


( ) 
| Name | 
Club/Organisation BY art e een 
| Address : pve eae He ‘ | 
| Country/Special Interest ..... ; | 
| Dates he Group Size. . | 
Telephone No. See. ay i Bech ae re 

\ Pos. Holiday Dates. . . CJ ) 


AID FOR 


THE TRADE 


Three important publications for ‘81 are now available 
free of charge from the South East England Tourist 
Board. 


HOTEL GROUP RATES 1981 


Confidential tariff for groups at hotels throughout 
Kent, Surrey, East and West Sussex. 


HOLIDAYS IN SOUTH EAST ENGLAND 


The comprehensive guide to holidays available and 
places to visit in the region. 


EVENTS IN 1981 


Major events for the year—including details of trade 
contacts. 


For your free copies— and a comprehensive list of all publica- 
tions useful to the trade—write or telephone now to: 


Marketing Unit, South East England Tourist Board, 
Cheviot House, 4—6 Monson Road, 

Tunbridge Wells, Kent TN1 1NH. 

Telephone: (0892) 40766. 


®) South East England 
Tourist Board 


WILTON HOUSE 


near SALISBURY 


(Home of the Earl of Pembroke) 


A warm welcome awaits you at Wilton House self-service restaurant with comfortable seating ac- 
commodation for 160. Hot and cold meals and snacks (many homemade), for the passing coach, 
without obligation to tour the House. FREE coach and car park. FREE meal for Driver for parties of 20 
and for 20+ a meal for Courier + a cup of tea or coffee per visit. Party meals, Lunch, Tea and High 
Tea can be pre-booked with a choice of menu, a week in advance preferably. Lunch and High Tea 
from £1.60, Teas from 75p. FULLY LICENSED BAR. Menus available: Secretary, Wilton 3115. 


Open from 7th April—11th October. Tuesdays to Saturdays inclusive and Bank Holidays 11 a.m. — 
6 p.m. Sundays 1—6 p.m. Last admission to House and Restaurant 5.15 p.m. Closed Mondays 
EXCEPT for the FIRST Mondays in the months for Connoisseurs’ Days. Regret no Dogs. 


Important features include period furniture, Old Masters and many other treasures. Famous lawns and 
ancient Cedar trees provide a noble setting for a Home that is unusually rich in royal and historical 
associations. 
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Welikea party 
as much 
as you do 


Cawdor Castle has been the home 
of the Thames of Cawdor for 600 
years. Its history is filled with 
intrigue, feuds and sudden 
upsurges of violence. Even today, 
an air of menace still clings to the 
castle walls despite the peaceful 
influence of gracious gardens and 
sweeping lawns. But there’s more 
to the Castle than just its past. 
Nature trails, colourful gardens, a 
pitch and putt course, a picnic 
area, gift shop, licensed restaurant 
and snack bar combine to make it 
a great place to spend a day. 
Coach parties welcome— parking 
is free and it’s a day out for the 
driver as well. 

Find out about party booking rates by 
phoning Cawdor 615. (Telex 75225) 
Open seven days a week from May 
to September 
10am—5.30pm (last admissions 
5pm) 


CAWDOR 


600 Years of Higland History 


Between Inverness and 
Nairn on the B9090 


s The 


& GRAND > 
4 TOUR oF : 
«. SGOTLAND, 
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a glorious 
garden... 

open daily* 
throughout the 
year 


Most people enjoy the quiet and 
peace of a glorious garden. Wisley of- 
fers that and more. The wooded 
slopes with massed rhododendrons 
and azaleas, the wild daffodils of the 
alpine meadow, the calm of the 
pinetum, the gaiety of the herbaceous 
border, the banked mounds of 
heathers, the panorama of the rock 
garden, are there waiting for visitors 
to enjoy them, not just once but as 
often as they wish; for the expert and 
the enthusiast there are the flower 
and vegetable trials, the glasshouses, 
the fruit collection, and for those with 
problems, a helpful staff of advisers. 


*The public are admitted on Week- 
days and after 2 p.m. on Sundays. 


Wisley Garden 


WISLEY, NR. RIPLEY, WOKING, SURREY 


(on A3) 


Admission Charges: 
Adults £1.10. Children 5 years and under, no 
charge; from 6—14 years 55p. 


Bus and Coach operators’ en- 
quiries to: 

The Royal Horticultural Society, 

Wisley, Ripley, Woking, Surrey. 
Telephone: Ripley 2234, or to: 

The Secretary, 

The Royal Horticultural Society, 

Vincent Square, 

London, SW1P 2PE. 

Telephone: 01-834 4333 


Chelsea Show— May 20, 21, 22 


(Children under five not admitted) 


CALLING ALL TOUR 
OPERATORS/ORGANISERS 


We invite you to enjoy our hospitality 
at our workshop in Torquay 
9th — 12th April 1981 


in conjunction with the 


Torquay International Gastronomic 
Festival 


Please request further details from: 
The Torquay Hotels Association 
12 Walnut Road 
Torquay 
Telephone: 0803 605808 


THE BURY BARN INN, 
BURFORD 


Position: On the A40 roundabout, mid-way 
between Cheltenham and Oxford. 
Warwick 


Stratford-on-Avon 


Burford Oxford 


Cheltenham 


Swindon 


Facilities: Easy access for coaches. Excellent parking. Large 
bar. Restaurant seating for up to 200 people. 


Open:. Pub hours, 7 days a week. 


MORNING COFFEES e BASKET MEALS and SNACKS 
LUNCHES e AFTERNOON TEAS 
EVENING MEALS e DRINKS 


For Menus and further information, please contact Mike 
Conway, Burford (099 382) 2236. 


PAIGNTON — TORBAY ,; 


Stay at either of the two hotels below and be 
sure your party will book with you again next 
year. 


The hotels are on the level, in prime sea front 
positions, close to the centre of the town and all 
amenities. They are licensed, with central heating, 
radio/intercom, some ground floor and sea view 
bedrooms. 


We also have ample parking for your coach. 


ST. PETROX HOTEL 
Adelphi Road, 
Paignton, Devon. Paignton, Devon. 


Tel: (0803) 551572 Tel: (0803) 550903 
Prop: Prop: 
Derick & Pam Medlock Malcolm & Pat Millward 


SOCIAL, SING-A-LONG & BINGO NIGHTS 
ORGANISED 


ORCADES HOTEL 
Esplanade, 


MINEHEAD 


Under New Ownership 
The Wellington Hotel, Wellington Square, 
Minehead, Somerset. Telephone: 0643 4371. 
AA two star. 


30 large, comfortable bedrooms, many with 
bathrooms, all with radio & telephone. 

A character hotel purpose built in 1893 as a 
coaching inn, delightfully situated in the centre 
of Minehead. 

Fully licensed, three bars, one ‘The Richmond’ 
leading to our Ballroom with dancing & enter- 
tainment. 

Re-opening February 1981 after refurbishment, 
now under same ownership as ‘Baymead Hotel’ 
Weston-Super-Mare & ‘Lyndhurst Hotel’ Birm- 
ingham. 

Open throughout the year for OAP groups, 
private parties, Schools, Weekend breaks, 
coffee, lunch & tea stops etc., etc. 

Driver free. 


ALL DATES AVAILABLE. We look forward to 
sending details of our low party rates from 
£45.00 p/wk plus VAT. 


Proprietors. Bob & Linda Cutler. 
General Managers. Clive & Sue Wale. 
Manager. John Farmer. 


HILDREDS HOTEL 


High Street, SKEGNESS. Tel: 0754/3016 


Situated in the centre of town, 150 yards from 
the Beach, it is one of the oldest hotels in 
Skegness and can accommodate up to 66 per- 
sons. It has four fully licensed bars and live 
entertainment. Pets and children welcomed. 
T.V. Lounge, Children’s Room and Games 
Room. 
Special rates offered for party bookings. 


Under the personal management of 
Mr. & Mrs. B. Wilson. 


SEND S.A.E. FOR BROCHURE 
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OPERA COMPANY 


In Association with Barclays Bank 


GILBERT & SULLIVAN 
OPERAS 


STRATFORD-UPON-AVON 
Royal Shakespeare Theatre, February 23rd, one 
week. 


EASTBOURNE 
Congress Theatre, March 2nd, one week. 


SOUTHSEA 
King’s Theatre, March 9th & 16th, two weeks. 


OXFORD 
New Theatre, March 23rd, one week. 
For full details of programme, etc., please write to: 


THE D’OYLY CARTE OPERA COMPANY, 
Rooms 261/263 
SAVOY HOTEL, STRAND, LONDON, WC2R OEU. 


2 aes KEY ATTRACTIO 
OQ 


N 
ZAK 


HARROGATE 
SPRING 
FLOWER SHOW 


A perfect arrangement for a day’s outing...a 
visit to see the ingenious flower displays, 
beautifully presented by the country’s leading 
flower arrangers. Glorious exhibits of flowers, 
alpines, landscaped gardens and a plant market, 
exhibited by Britain’s foremost nursery firms. 
To be held in the 
VALLEY GARDENS, HARROGATE 
Thursday, 23rd April, 1981 
10 am to 4 pm. Adults £1.50 
4 pm to 7 pm. Adults £1.00 
Friday, 24th April, 1981 
10 am to 4 pm. Adults £1.50 
4 pm to 7 pm. Adults £1.00 
Saturday, 25th April, 1981 
10 am to 5 pm. Adults £1.50 
Children under 16 years of age free if accompanied 
by parent. 
Further details including special party rates from: 
A. Ravenscroft, Show Director, 


Knapping Mount, West Grove Road, 
Harrogate, HG1 2AE 


WHEN IN 
LONDON TAKE A 
JOURNEY INTO 


FUN!..FEARI.. 
& FANTASY !.. 
VISIT 

THE 
PALLADIUM 
CELLARS 


BELOW THE FAMOUS 
LONDON PALLADIUM 


ADULTS £2.00 
CHILDREN £1.00 


OPEN 
MONDAY TO SATURDAY 
10.00 A.M. 8.00 P.M. 


“ SUNDAYS 12noon - 6.00PM. 


UNDERGROUND OXFORD CIRCUS 


ARGYLL STREET LONDON -W1 


SPECIAL RATES FOR PARTIES 01-837 3563 ec SRaaaaaa 
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BRING YOUR PARTIES 
TO KENT 


* Weekly Bookings Early 
& Late Season. 


* Overnight 
Accommodation. 


* Colour T.V. and Tea- 
making in all Rooms. 


* Trips to Canterbury, 
France etc. 
(can be arranged). 


SIGN OF 


GOOD FOOD * Weekly Dance and 


Party. 


Garden House 
Hotel 


142 SANDGATE ROAD, FOLKESTONE. 
Apply to proprietors: Tel: (0303) 52278 


DUNSTONE HOUSE HOTEL 


Dunstone Park Road, PAIGNTON, Devon 
Telephone: PAIGNTON 521555 or 557765 


LICENSED DETACHED HOTEL with PANORAMIC SEA VIEWS of all 
TORBAY. Large Coach/Car Park, Individual T.V.s and Electric Kettles in all 
rooms, etc., Central Heating. Weekly DANCE/PARTY Night. 
Excellent Food. Sumptuous Lounges. 

SPECIAL RATES FOR COACH PARTIES ALL SEASON 
* NOW TAKING BOOKINGS FOR 

CHRISTMAS 1980 x 


SUNBURY COURT HOTEL 
TORQUAY 


LICENSED DETACHED HOTEL set in beautiful gardens. 
Accommodation for 60. 9 ground floor bedrooms. 
Fires all rooms (inclusive) 
Entertainment and Dancing. 
Coach Parties Welcomed at reduced rates. 
Large free park for coach. Open all year. 
Telephone: 0803-27821/212864 
* NOW TAKING BOOKINGS FOR 1987 * 


DEVONSHIRE HOUSE HOTEL 


LICENSED 
29 bedroom hotel on 2 floors, 5 bedrooms en suite. 
Entertainment 2 nights. 
Coaches welcome April, May, June, September & 
October. 
Send for Brochure to: 
MABEL & IAN MORRIS 
47, Babbacombe Road, Torquay. 
Telephone: 0803 37935 
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MORECAMBE (LANCS) 
GREENHURST PRIVATE HOTEL 


Telephone: 0524 411706 


Two minutes from sea and shops. Accommodation for parties up to 
48 persons. Ideal base for Lake District and Yorkshire Dales. Close to 
Blackpool and the historic city of Lancaster. Residents bar—table 
licence— TV lounge. 


Available for party bookings: February to April 26th; June 22nd 
to September 6th; October 26th onwards. 


CHARLTON LODGE HOTEL 


Roundham Road, Paignton. 
Licensed, Detached Hotel, Good position for all local 
ameneties. On site Coach Parking. 

Warm welcome awaits coach parties, relaxed atmosphere 
with excellent varied cuisine. 

First floor and ground floor bedrooms only. 

(five on ground floor) all usual commodoties. 

Apply Terms/Brochure 
ANGELA & GEOFF WHEELER Telephone: 559432/558354 


Bring your Private Parties to the 


ISLE OF WIGHT 


It has so much to offer! 


ST. ANTHONY’S FULLY LICENSED HOTEL welcomes coach parties 

throughout the year. It offers really good food, comfortable accom- 

modation. Two Bars, dance floor, three lounges, 10 single rooms available. 
ROOM FOR ALL THE PARTY! 

Apply for terms and brochure to... 

Resident Proprietors, Mr. & Mrs. Moss and Mrs. O'Connor, 

St. Anthony’s Hotel, Sandown, I.W. Tel: 403429 


The Low Wood Hotel 


WINDERMERE, ENGLISH LAKES 
AA *x* RAC 


148 bedrooms 
(78 with private facilities) 
% mile lake frontage 
own jetties 
boat trips on Windermere 


magnificent views and gardens 
3 bars 
dining room to seat 250 


Coach parties are our speciality 


FOR FULL DETAILS CONTACT THE MANAGER 
F. Calle-Calatayud 


Tel: Ambleside 3338(096.63) Telex: 65273 


English Lakes Hotels 
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COACH PARTIES WELCOME 


The Avenue Hotel aarac 
GREENCLOSE ROAD, ILFRACOMBE, DEVON. 


* 24 Bedrooms (53 guest max.) 
x% Fullboard or % board. * Choice of menu at all meals. 
* Driver Free. * Residential licence. 
* Evening Entertainment. * Open March-October. 
* Special terms early/late season. 
* Level walk Gardens, Promenade & Harbour. 


For all enquires please telephone \LERACOMBE (0271) 63767 


THE HEART OF THE PEAK DISTRICT 


BUCKINGHAM HOTEL 
BUXTON, DERBYSHIRE. 

Owner-managed. Good food in pleasant leisurely surroundings. Games room with full 
billiards table. Overlooking the Pavilion Gardens and Serpentine Walks. Ideal touring centre. 
Heated indoor pool nearby. 

MAKE US A BASE FOR YOUR DERBYSHIRE PEAK DISTRICT TOURS. 

AA/RAC TELEPHONE: (0298) 3439 


Cliftonville, Kent 


WISHING TOWERS HOTEL 


Lift, Licensed Bar, 56 Bedrooms, Full Central Heating, overlooking Sea, entertainment 
most nights, garden with deckchairs. Coach driver free over 40. Full Board or Bed breakfast 
and Evening Meal. 7987 weeks available 2—9 May, 18—25 July, 1—22 August, 29 
August—5 September 19—26 September Before April 25th after 3rd October and winter 
weekends. Bookings for 1982. 


Jill and Derek Boyd, 16-18 Eastern Esplanade, Cliftonville. Thanet (0843) 20088. 


EDINBURGH WEST END 


Rothesay Hotel Licensed 


EDINBURGH (WEST END), 7-9 ROTHESAY PLACE 5 minutes to centre of 
city, 50 bedrooms, some with private bathrooms, telephone in all rooms and 
other modern conveniences. Lift to all floors. Excellent cuisine, personal 
supervision. Bus parties Spring and Autumn for elderly people. Full Board 
High Season parties subject to arrangement. 
Apply resident manager: Telephone: 031-225 4125/6 


BATH 
The QUEEN CITY of the West 


for the convenient stop for meals or overnight stays right in the 
centre of the City, next to the Abbey. 


THE 
CHRISTOPHER HOTEL 


High Street 
Telephone: 0225 60029 


We shall be pleased to forward further details and special rates. 


ELTAS 


Will find that accommodation in the Lake District and surrounding 
areas. Meal stops or overnight. Please telephone Peter Brown or 
Michael Hunter 04484-2417 any day of the week between 
0900-2200. 
ENGLISH LAKES TOURS ACCOMMODATION SERVICE 
ROOM 2, GRANGE HOTEL, GRANGE OVER SANDS. 


COMMODORE HOTEL 


14 ESPLANADE ROAD, PAIGNTON 
Licensed Fire Certificate 


Central sea front position. Overlooking Festival Hall and harbour. Special 
terms for parties April, May, June, September, October. Winter Mini 


Weekend breaks. 
Lois and Mike Brown Telephone: (0803) 553107 


LAKE DISTRICT 


AA. THE GRANGE HOTEL Rac. 
GRANGE-OVER-SANDS 
THE HOTEL ON THE SUNNY SOUTH SIDE OF THE LAKE DISTRICT. 
FOR YOUR COACH PARTY MEALS—LUNCHEON— HIGH TEA— 
DINNER. SOME OVERNIGHT ACCOMMODATION STILL 
AVAILABLE FOR 1981 TOURS. 
Proprietor: Peter Brown Manager: Michael Hunter 
Telephone: 04484-3666 Telex: 65294 
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DALMALLY 
HOTEL 


This 56 bedroomed hotel has 
recently undergone major refur- 
bishment and is able to provide 
competitive group rates and 
packages at this central location 
in Argyll from which to base 
your West Higland Touring. 


Full Commission paid promptly 


WALTER J. KASKONAS 


DALMALLY HOTEL 
Dalmally, Argyll, PA33 1AY, 


Scotland. 
Telephone: Dalmally (083 82) 249 
For full details of Group Rates. 


AN ACKERLEY COMPANY 


HAPPY CUSTOMERS 
ARE GOOD BUSINESS— 


WE 
OFFER YOU BOTH 


When you come to the Olde Worlde Town of 
WHITBY and stay at the BIG Hotel with the 
Country Pub Atmosphere. Up to 270 
residents —2 Ballrooms —6 Bars — Nightly 


Dancing and Entertainment plus First Class 
Food. 


All no good unless the price is right— 
IT IS! —Ring or write for quote. 


We specialise in Winter Week-ends, early 
and late season Holidays and HAPPY 
PEOPLE at 


THE ROYAL HOTEL, 
West Cliff, Whitby, N. Yorks. 
Telephone: (0947) 602234. 


53 


aviemore 


All-Year, All-Weather Fun 
Highland Craft Village @ Three shopping centres 
for browsing @ Dances @ Highland Showtyme 
@ Disco, cinema @ Skating, squash, table tennis 
@ Swimming, solariums, saunas @ Cafes, 
restaurants, snack bars @ Special party menus @ 
Scotland’s Clan Tartan Centre @ Santa Claus 
Land @ History-filled Spey Valley — castles, 
ruins, museums @ Easy coach parking @ “ast, 
new scenic AQ 

Details: General Manager, Box 344 

Aviemore Centre, Inverness-shire 

Tel: 0479 810624 


WEYMOUTH, DORSET 


BEACHWAY HOTEL 


28-32 KIRTLETON AVENUE 
Residential Licence i Full Fire Certificate 
PASSENGER LIFT TO BOTH FLOORS 


We specialise in senior citizen holidays, open all the year for coach party bookings up to 100 
(Now taking bookings for 1981) Coaches wishing to book for July and August 1981 for 
Full Board, please book early as some weeks have gone already. Free holiday for 
organiser. Ample parking for coaches, two lounges, one with licensed bar, darts and piano 
One with colour TV. Large dining room. Packed lunches for days out. Central heating in all 
bedrooms (Hot and Cold). Bedlights, razor points. Some ground floor rooms available. Four 
mins. sea-front. Full board from £32.00 + VAT. 
Stamp only please for colour brochure to Mr. Skillman 

Telephone: Management: WEY (0305 786748 or Visitors: WEY (0305) 74841 


OAKDENE HOTEL & LODGE 


LICENSED FAMILY HOTEL 


48 Dartmouth Road, Paignton. TQ4 5AJ 
CENTRAL ‘ TOWN & BEACH ° CATERING FOR UP TO 50. 
CENTRAL HEATING * SPECIAL TERMS: APRIL, MAY, JUNE, 
: SEPTEMBER, OCTOBER. 
Write or telephone: 


PLUMRIDGE FAMILY 0803 559780 


WESTON-SUPER-MARE 
BEACH HOTEL on Sea Front, 5, REGENT STREET. 
Special rates for single and series of Coach Parties 
up to 52. 
Telephone: 21241 


FOREST HOTEL 


Detached licensed hotel set in 1% acres gardens overlooking Tor- 
bay. Heated swimming pool, games room with full sized billiards 
table, darts. Table tennis room. Large dining room 2 lounges one 
with colour TV. Cocktail bar with dance floor. Special terms April, 
May, September and October. Resident props. 

F. A. and J. E. BUTTERWORTH Telephone: Torbay (0803) 24842 


TORQUAY 


NORBRECK HOTEL 


EASTBOURNE 


We are offering a special package for the 
winter of weekend and mini-breaks. 

We are a 100 bedroom hotel, fully licensed. 

Has a lift. Some winter entertainment etc. 


We also offer a full summer programme, 
of course, and welcome coach parties. 


For full details, kindly write or phone: 


Mrs. Humphreys 
Norbreck Hotel, 
Wilmington Square, 
Eastbourne. 
(Telephone: 0323 25387) 


ILFRACOMBE—SOUTH LEIGH HOTEL 


Runnacleave Road, ILFRACOMBE, Devon Phone: (027-16) 3976 


Licensed Family-owned Hotel 


Open from Easter until October. On the sea-front and on the level. Reduced 

terms for parties and driver free. Coach parked free. Excellent cuisine and 

friendly atmosphere. Dance each week. Colour TV. Some bedrooms on the 
level. 


Residential Props for 15 years 
ERIC & AUDREY DARCH 


oh hehat j 


The Mill Warmingham Nr. Sandbach Cheshire 
Telephone: 027 077 246 & 304 


Member of the North West Tourist Board. 


GIVE your passengers an unusual break 

STOP for a couple of hours in the village of Warm- 
ingham on the edge of the Cheshire Plain—(Junction 
17 off the M6 Motorway, 5 miles due west of Sandbach 
and only 23 miles from Chester.) 

LINGER for a while amongst one of the best selections 
of Craft work in the North West... 

CHOOSE gifts of an unusual and original nature.. 
SEE Craftsmen and women at work in the Studios at- 
tached to the Gallery.... 

EAT in the village pub (The Bears Paw—Warmingham 317). 
Wide variety of Bar Snacks or full Restaurant facilities 


available. Parties Catered for any time,—by arrangement. 
No need to move the coach. Driver catered for... 


8S Lrsclls 8. 
Cavalier SteakBars 
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NOVUS from 


ziebart means 


windscreen 
FAST repairs... 


Now you can repair dangerous ‘bullseyes’ 
— breaks in laminated screens — quickly 
and easily on your own premises. You 
avoid down time, and the repair takes less 
than an hour! 


The patented NOVUS system injects the 
prepared bullseye with high-impact resin. 
The result — a practically invisible repair 
that’s as tough as a new screen, for a 
fraction of the cost! 


A windscreen can cost up to £300 — a 
coach screen can cost £1000! If your 
vehicles have laminated screens, discover 
NOVUS and look forward to big savings, 
year after year. Telephone Worthing (0903) 
204171 today, or use the coupon to 
arrange for your own NOVUS 
demonstration, at your address, within 7 


| would like to see for myself how easily the NOVUS 
system can save my organisation hundreds of pounds! | 
Please contact me to arrange a date for my own NOVUS 
demonstration. 


Name 


Company 
Address 


Se Ieee eee ee Oe Te lp Sto Se es es ee 
Send this coupon to: NOVUS, Ziebart House, Dominion Way, Worthing. 


q or Tel Worthing (0903) 204171 ) 
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Take your part 
to ay ak aah A 
on North Sea 
Ferries and the 
party starts earlier 


Lead your party. aboard North Sea Ferries 
from Hull and the festivities start straight away. 

To begin with, everyone has their 5-course 
dinner, sleeping accommodation and breakfast all 
included in the fare. 

And your group is free to take to the dance 
floor, relax in the bars and lounges, or visit the tax- 
free shops. And there are even gaming tables on the 
Rotterdam route. 

North Sea Ferries offer various reduced rates 
for groups of 15 or more. And, with 25 or more 
passengers, the coach goes free; talking of which 
so does the driver—always —but by sailing overnight 
this helps him meet EEC driving regulations. 

Plus there are special rates for Senior 
Citizens and school or youth parties. 

North Sea Ferries sail overnight, every night 
to and from Rotterdam and Zeebrugge. Both ports 
have excellent motorway and train connections to 
speed your group on their way. 

See your travel agent or send the coupon 
below for full details. And make sure your party has 
a ball from the word go. 


To: North Sea Ferries, King George Dock, 
Hull HU9 5QA. 


Pleasesendmefull details of your grouprates 
to the Continent. 


Nam 
Address. 


* 


rasa 


NORTH SEA FERRIES 


Hull-Rotterdam (Europoort), Hull-Zeebrugge 


OVERNIGHT, EVERY NIGHT 
IN HOTEL COMFORT. 
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| YORKS TRAVEL 


HORVELL COACH WHEEL DISCS 


Your new coach deserves them; an older coach demands them. 
Horvell Coach Discs in Anodised high purity Aluminium will last the 
life of your vehicle. Be smart, and see the difference. Brackets and 
fixing spinners to suit wheels with 14’, 16”, 17’, 20’ and 22.5” tyres, 
according to MAKE AND YEAR OF CHASSIS. 


Telephone: 021-706 5471/2 
Home and Export enquiries invited. 


J. HIPWELL & SONS LTD., 427 WARWICK ROAD, BIRMINGHAM, B11 2JU. 


ROBIN HOOD VEHICLE BUILDERS LID 


THE “ROBIIT 


The ‘Robin’ is just one of the large range of high 
quality 16, 18 and 20 seater P.S.V’s and custom 
built coaches offered by Robin Hood Coach Builders 
Limited. This very impressive, well built conversion 
has all the major extras included in the price but 
still costs less than the basic unit offered by other 


, } Companies. 
H The ‘Robin’ is based on a Mercedes L508D and 
OKLA 


is powered by an economical four cylinder diesel 
engine. 


For prices and quotes contact: 

* Mr. B.H.J. Hood or Mr. D. Griffiths, 

Robin Hood Vehicle Builders Limited, 

16, Botley Road, Park Gate, Southampton. 
Tel. (04895) 2935 & 83280. 


tl 
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COACH CHARTER AND HIRE 


Birmingham 


Glos 


BUFFALO TRAVEL 


Maulden Road, Flitwick, 
Bedford 


All sizes 
and executives 


Flitwick 
(05257) 2132 


SEAMARKS 


COACH & TRAVEL GROUP 


LIMITED 


liricantrol 


COACHES (Dunstable) 


Bournemouth Transport 


> SHAMROCK & RAMBLER 


ricantrol) 


COACHES (Milton Keynes) 


YOUNG'S Coaches 


Bere Regis Coaches 


PONDEROSA 
International 


SUPREME Travel 


Travel with 


WOODS COACHES 
of Wickford 


S & M COACHES 


Exeter > GREENSLADES 


> BLACK & WHITE 


Seamarks House, 
387.397 Dunstable Road, Luton 


All size coaches 


(0582) 
54191 (10 lines) 
24-hour service 

Telex: 826968 


Tavistock Street, Dunstable 
and at Luton Airport 


CHILTERN QUEENS LTD Woodcote, Reading 


SMITHS 
Imperial Coaches 


FYLDE BOROUGH Squires Gate, Lytham St. Annes 


180 182 Stratford Road, 
Birmingham, B11 1AQ 


Maliard Road, 
Bournemouth BH8 9PN 


National Travel 

(South Wes!) Ltd., 

77 Holdenhurst Road 

National Travel (South West) Ltd., 
54 Moravian Road, 

Kingswood, Bristol 


191 Queensway, Bletchley 


18 Market Square, 
Leighton Buzzard 


King Street, Rampton, Cambs 


7 Bridport Road, Dorchester 


Chaytor Terrace, 
Fishburn, 
Co. Durham. 


303 London Road, 
Hadleigh, Benfleet, SS7 2BN 


The Garage, Downham Road, 
Ramsden Heath, 

Billericay, 

Essex. 


42-52 Benfleet Road, 
Hadleigh 


National Travel 
(South West) Ltd., 
29 Paris Street 


National Travel (South West) Ltd 
Coach Stn., St. Margarets Road, 
Cheltenham 


All sizes 
and executives 


41-57 seaters 
Executive 


45-53 seaters 


44 to 53, also 
double-deckers 


All sizes and 
Open Top Buses 


41-53 


36-53 seaters 
and Executive 


All sizes 


12, 19, 25, 33, 41, 
45, 51, 53 


45-53 
(tables optional) 


All sizes 


All sizes 


All sizes 12 to 57 


41-53 


47-49 seaters 


COACH CHARTER AND HIRE ADVERTISEMENTS 

COST PER INSERTION 
£10.00 per 17 mm (approx. %in) deep line and £5.50 per 9 mm (approx. %in) deep line per month. 
Minimum period is six consecutive issues payable in advance. 
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(0582) 64331 
Telex: 826342 


Checkendon 
(0491) 680354 


Birmingham (021) 
772-2957-8-9 


After hours 
(05643-3169) 


(0202) 27616 


(0272) 612717 


(0908) 72952 


Leighton Buzzard 
372743 
Telex: 826342 


Cottenham 50371 
Cottenham, 50213 
(24 hours) 
Telex: 817755 


(0305) 
2992/3/4/5 


Sedgefield 
(0740) 20709 


Southend 557261 
(24 hours) 


(0268) 710551 
(037-44) 61721 


Southend 555871 
or 555190 


(0392) 74103 


(0242) 38331 


o/. 


COACH CHARTER AND HIRE (continued) 


BISS BROS. 


Sun Garage, 
Rye Street, 
| Bishop's Stortford 


| 


All sizes | (0279) 53218 
| 
| 


Uiricantrell 


COACHES (North Star) 


HIGHFIELD MINI COACH 
HIRE 


liricantrel 


COACHES (Housden Caldwell) 


Letchmore Road, Stevenage 


203 Ormskirk Road, Newtown. Wigan, 
Lancs. Jubilee Garage, Frith Street, 
Walligate, Wigan, Lancs 


Wards End, Loughborough, 
| and at East Midland Airport 


70 London Road, 
Coalville, Leics 


HOWLETT'S 


(a TRICENTROL Company) 


London 
(North) 


London 
(East) 


London 
(South-East) 


London 
(South) 


Manchester 


Norfolk 


GREY-GREEN 
COACHES 


GALLEON COACHES 
(Essex County Coaches Limited) 


94 Barrow Road, Quorn, 
Nr. Loughborough 


53 Stamford Hill, N16 5TD 
Telex: 262950 


Leyton Road, Temple Mill Lane, 
| Stattors E.15 


All sizes Stevenage 54128 


Telex: 826342 


12, 20, 25, 29 43672 & 38422 


seaters 41349 
en ee 


(0509) 31067 
All sizes (05093) 63552 
(0530) 39891 

Telex: 826342 


All sizes 


and Executives (0509) 414042 


Telex: 826342 


All sizes 01-800 8010 


41.53 01-534 4037/8/9 


LACEY'S COACHES 


222 Barking Road, 
East Ham, E 6 


29 to 53 seaters 
and Executives 


POPuLAR COACHES LTD. 


SONNER’S 


pe 
97 Barking Road, 
Canning Town, E.16 


161 Hempstead Road 
Gillingham, Kent 


ee 


> NATIONAL TRAVEL 


FOX’S OF HAYES 
LUXURY COACHES 


191 Rushey Green 
Catford, SE6 4BD 


| Head Office 
200 Featherstone Road 
Southall, Middlesex 


Golden Miller 


> NATIONAL TRAVEL 


Fieldsends Travel 


| 
| 
= 
| 


Fern Grove, Feltham 
London 


National Travel 
(London) Ltd., 
Victoria Coach Station 


Chequer Road, 
East Grinstead 
West Sussex 
RH19 3BW 


Cheltenham Street Coach Station, 
Salford M6 6PA 


29, 41, 45, 52 476 5542/3/4 


Medway 361923 
360241 
31631 


12 to 53's 
and Executive 


All size coaches 01-461 2222 


(01-571) 3271 
(01-574) 3333 
(01-574) 2121 
Staines 54958 
Staines (81) 50793 
after hours 


All sizes 


EXECUTIVES 
Courier 
Diplomat 


01.890 5002, 3234 
9411 and 6475 


Executives and all 


size coaches 01-461 2222 


0342 


All sizes 312955/6 


17, 29, 45, 53, 


1 
& Executives ssa i a 


J.B. TATLOCK & SON LTD. 


Cullings Coach 
Services 


44 Stand Lane, 
Radcliffe, Manchester 


10 Ber Street, Norwich 


061 723 3187 
061 723 2665 


20, 29, 41, 45 
63, 67 


All sizes to 57. 
32-seat Executive. 
Open-top decker 


(0603) 60761 


RED CAR SERVICE 
LIMITED 


10 Ber Street, Norwich 


All sizes to 57 (0603) 60761 
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Sheffield 


Surrey 


North 
Wales 


Sou.n 
Wales 


Warwicks. 


West 
Midlands 


Yorkshire 


Isle of Wight 


COACH CHARTER AND HIRE (continued) 


Skills Group 


> NATIONAL TRAVEL 


_ Crystal Palace | 
Coach Cruises | 


TRAVEL - HOLIDAYS - COACHES } 


> GOWER VANGUARD 


G & G COACHES 
(LEAMINGTON) LTD. 


EDWARDS COACHWAYS 
LIMITED 


1 St Peter's Street, 
Radford, Nottingham 


National Travel (East) Ltd , 


| Central Bus Station, Sheffield 


71 Howberry Road, 
Thornton Heath, Surrey, CR4 8HZ 


GOLD STAR | PO. Box. Rhy 


| National Travel (South West) Ltd., 
| 1 Plymouth Street, Swansea 


Althorpe Street 
Leamington Spa, Warwicks 


101 Cotterills Lane, Alum Rock, 
Birmingham, B8 3SA 


48 Victoria Drive, 
Horsforth, 
Leeds, LS18 4PW 


Nottingham 


29-57 seaters Tanke 


29, 41, 47, 53 (0742) 739966 


29-49 seaters 01.670 9136 


Rhy! (0745) 


ak nee 583388 (3 lines) 


Various sizes (0792) 469797 


12-53 seaters (0926) 24800 


12-53 seaters (021-327) 5921/2/3 


All sizes and 


double-deckers (0532) 588619 


RHODES COACHES 


Sedor Garage, 
Station Road, 
Guiseley, Leeds LS20 8BX 


(0943) 73871 
or 75548 


16, 45, 53 
seaters 


VoL_vOVERLAND 


FOUNTAIN COACHES 


Unit 7, Moorfield Trading Estate, 
Yeadon, West Yorkshire. 


32 High Street, Cowes, and 
The Quay, Yarmouth 


“Volvo's” including 
Executive with toilet & 
refreshment facilities 


(0532) 506903 


(0983) 292623 


All sizes (0983) 760389 


a8 


MOSS MOTOR TOURS 


(INDEPENDENT) 


5 St. John’s Road, Sandown 
and Ryde 


All sizes (0983) 402214 


—. 


Seaview services 


(INDEPENDENT) 


Seafield Garage, Seaview 
and Ryde 


All sizes Seaview 3100 


Southern Vectis 


Bus Station, Newport 


All sizes (0983) 52 3831 


WEST WIGHT BUS 


COMPANY 
(INDEPENDENT OPERATOR) 


The Avenue, Totland; 
also Yarmouth 


Freshwater 2275 


All sizes Yarmouth 760012 


COACH CHARTER AND HIRE ADVERTISEMENTS 
COST PER INSERTION 


£10.00 per 17 mm (approx. Yin) deep line and £5.50 per 9 mm (approx. “%in) deep line per month. 
Minimum period is six consecutive issues payable in advance. 
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TRAVELWELL 


Coach and Commercial 
Service Limited 
Camford Way, Sundon Park, Luton 
Telephone: 0582-599911 


WE CAN REPAINT YOUR 
COACH FOR £500 


PLUS PAINT 


Body Repair Estimates Given Free 
Pre-Annual MOT inspections, chassis, steam 
cleaned and silvered. All Types of chassis and 

bodywork undertaken. 


GLASS (Canterbury) Ltd. 


DOVER DIVISION 


CANTERBURY DIVISION 


69171-5 incl. 
Emergency Service 
Phone Canterbury 69171 


24 


HOUR 
SERVICE 


Maynard Road Dodd's Lane Godinton Road 
Wincheap Industrial Estate (Rear of Spot Garage) ASHFORD 
CANTERBURY Crabble Hill 32245/7 


DOVER 205278 
For normal and 
emergency services 


Stockists of 
DUPLE, PLAXTON & MOSELEY 


COACH SCREENS 


Safety GLASS Replacement 
for all Private & Commercial 
Vehicle Screens 


GIVE IT A FACELIFT 


That old coach that could 
be worth keeping 


Will provide new curtains with 
fittings—and headrest covers— 
that will make it look like new! 


Don't sell it—just save money 


For full details contact: 
0295 2063/54366 
After 6pm (18.00 hrs) 0295 710673 


Our prices have stayed the same for 
two years. 


BEAT INFLATION!! 


ASHFORD DIVISION 


Emergency Service 
Phone Ashford 32245 
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FOUR FULL WEEKS 


COMMENCING MONDRY 2nd FEBRUARY 1981 


This presents an ideal opportunity for operators, 


OF: iaosas wide, to acquire a tremendous 
Lee — bargain before the start of the 


new season. 
T) mS. OF iy s ATT 


me) asta ta 
PA SoD 


KIRKBY KINGSFORTH 
Thurcroft,Nr.Rothernam, 
South Yorkshire. 


Tel:Rothm.(0709)546886. 
Telex: 547641 6 
LES. _ EEE 


Great Britains leading PSV. Distributors 


USED COACH SELECTION 


These are only a few from our current selection of over 200 good 
used vehicles. Full list gladly on request. 


1979 BEDFORD YNT Moseley Continental ‘Estoril II’ (53), interior orange, armrests, exterior ivory and blue ee esa 5) 
1979 BEDFORD YMT Plaxton Supreme Express (53), interior Autumn tint, exterior brown and yellow . »heyt25)975 
1979 FORD R.1114 Moseley Continental ‘Estoril II’ (53), interior red, exterior ivory and brown a ce) eee a7 Oo: 
1979 FORD A.0609 Moseley ‘Faro Ill’ (25), interior blue, exterior duo blue £14,975 
1978 (September) FORD R.1114 Moseley Continental ‘Estoril II’ (53), interior red, exterior maroon and fawn. ae 1£235725 
1978 (August) BEDFORD YMT Van Hool ‘300 Line’ (53) interior red, exterior ivory and red 7 = ees 725 
1978 BEDFORD YMT Moseley Continental ‘Estoril II’ (53), interior red, armrests, exterior ivory and red : . £21,975 
1978 FORD R.1114 Plaxton Supreme (53), interior Autumn tint, exterior ivory, mustard and orange ; : £21,975 
1978 FORD R.1114 Duple Dominant (53), interior red, exterior ivory and green £21,975 
1978 FORD R.1014 Plaxton Supreme (41), interior red, armrests, exterior all ivory £19,475 
1977 (October) BEDFORD YMT Moseley Continental ‘Estoril II’ (53) interior Autumn tint, armrests, exterior ivory and yellow £19,975 
1977 FORD R.1114 Plaxton Supreme (53), interior red, exterior ivory and red ; £17,975 
1977 BEDFORD YLQ Plaxton Supreme (45), interior blue exterior ivory orange and blue ; £15,975 
1977 BEDFORD VASS Plaxton Supreme (29), interior red, exterior ivory, pink and blue .. . £13,975 
1976 (September) FORD R.1114 Moseley Continental ‘Estoril II’ (53), interior red, armrests, exterior ivory and maroon £16,475 
1976 (September) BEDFORD YMT Van Hool ‘300 Line’ (53), interior brown, exterior green and black : .. £16,475 
1976 BEDFORD YRT Moseley Continental ‘Estoril |!’ (53), interior mustard, armrests, exterior ivory and yellow . £14,975 
1976 FORD R.1114 Van Hool ‘300 Line’ (49), interior red, exterior ivory and blue. : £14,975 
1976 BEDFORD YLQ Duple Dominant (45), interior Autumn tint, exterior ivory and pasted ain £12,975 
1976 FORD R.1014 Duple Dominant (45), interior red, exterior maroon, mushroom and black £12,975 
1976 (September) BEDFORD VASS5 Duple Dominant (29), interior red, exterior ivory, brown and black £12,475 
1975 A.E.C. RELIANCE AH.760 Plaxton Panorama Elite (57), interior yellow, exterior ivory, red and green s . £14,975 
1975 (November) FORD R.1114 Duple Dominant (53), interior red, exterior ivory and crimson . £13,475 
1975 (August) BEDFORD YRT Moseley Continental ‘Estoril II’ (53), interior blue, armrests, exterior ivory and blue ; we £13475 
1975 (August) BEDFORD YRT Plaxton Panorama Elite Express (53), interior red, exterior black and green aia, £44225) 
1975 BEDFORD YRT Plaxton Panorama Elite (53), interior Autumn tint, exterior ivory and mustard £11,975 
1975 FORD R.1114 Duple Dominant (53), interior red, exterior ivory and blue ‘ r £11,975 
1975 BEDFORD YRQ Plaxton Panorama Elite (45), interior red, exterior all ivory : £9,975 
1975 FORD R.1014 Plaxton Panorama Elite (45), interior blue, exterior all ivory £9,975 
1975 BEDFORD YRQ Duple Dominant (45), interior brown, exterior ivory and brown £10,975 
1974 (October) FORD R.1114 Moseley Continental ‘Estoril Il’ (53), interior yellow, armrests, exterior ivory and yellow . £10,975 
1974 (August) BEDFORD YRT Duple Dominant (53), interior gold, exterior beige and orange £10,975 
1974 FORD R.1114 Moseley Continental ‘Estoril Il’ (53), interior blue, armrests, exterior ivory and blue £9,975 
1974 BEDFORD YRT Duple Dominant (53), interior red, exterior ivory and black £9,975 
1974 BEDFORD YRQ Moseley Continental ‘Cascais II’ (45), interior red, armrests, exterior ivory and mustard £7,975 
1974 (August) BEDFORD YRQ Duple Dominant (45), interior red, exterior ivory and blue £7,975 


T REPAIRS . 
anipasvitie tion Service 


TRADE DESCRIPTIONS ACT. In this Renova 
list we quote the year of Registration Remember our first-class powrgeae se Depots. Just 
and not necessarily the mode or year of from our Loughborough = ( below) for fast, expert 
manufacture. V.A.T. prices quoted are phone the nearest number (as soca 
exclusive of Value Added Tax and are attention and a Guaran 


subject to the normal standard rate. 


. Head Office & Coachworks: Derby Road, Loughborough, Leics. LE11 OAH. Tel: (0509) 213232 (PMBX) 
. Service Depot: Ashby Road Central, Shepshed, Leics. Tel: (05095) 2101 (PBX) 
. Regional Depots: Moseley (Gloucester) Ltd. Tel: Cinderford (0594) 23081. Moseley (Durham) Ltd., 
Tel: Durham (0385) 67241 @ Moseley (Leeds) Ltd., Tel: Bradford (0274) 681811 @ 
Moseley (Bordon) Ltd., Tel: Bordon (04203) 2961 @ Moseley (Scotland) Ltd., 
Tel: Coatbridge (0236) 22445 @ Moseley of Kilkenny (Eire), Tel: Kilkenny (056) 22080 


The Moseley Group 


Loughborough - Shepshed - Gloucester 
Durham - Leeds: Bordon: Scotland: Eire 
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Kirkby take over Kingsforth 


THE KIRKBY CENTRAL GROUP took over 
the Kingsforth Motor Group at the beginn- 
ing of last month. 

The three principal companies involved 
are: Kingsforth Bus and Coach Ltd, Ford 
PSV distributors; Kingsforth PSV _ Ltd, 
Volvo PSV distributors; and Kingsforth of 
Yorkshire, BL cars main dealer. 

Kingsforth Hire Ltd and Springfield 
Garden Centre are not included in the ac- 
quisition and remain entirely independently 


owned. 

The directors believe that, following con- 
solidation and some rationalisation, the 
combined multi-franchise group will have 
the ability and resources necessary to ex- 
ceed the considerable growth rate already 
demonstrated spearately by both com- 
panies prior to this merger. 

Group turnover will exceed £45m. during 
1981 and over 480 people are currently 
employed. 


Se 


Whirlwind gets the first YNT 


Above: Whirlwind Travel, of Blackpool have 
taken delivery of the first new Bedford Turbo 
YNT 11-metre chassis with Duple Dominant 
Il luxury coach bodywork. Specification in- 
cludes 53 standard luxury seats, additional 23 
cu. ft nearside luggage locker, bronze tinted 
anti-sun side windows and a very attractive 
paint scheme in brown and fawn. The vehicle 
was supplied by Errington of Evington. 


Supreme for 
Supreme 


Right: This Plaxton Supreme IV bodied Volvo 
B58 12-metre has recently been collected by 
Abridge Supreme Travel of Hadleigh, Essex. 
The specification includes 53 E-type seats, 
air-powered door, laminated front wind- 
screens, anti-sun tinted side windows and 
blue fitted curtains to match the interior. The 
neat livery features a special paint line of 
blue. The vehicle was supplied by W. S. 
Yeates Ltd. Abridge Supreme Travel was 
formed in 1969, when Abridge Travel took 
over the Supreme Coach Company and has 
since expanded from five coaches to 16, 
mostly Plaxton bodies on Ford chassis, this 
being their first Volvo. 
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1980 
bus and coach 


registrations 


close to 
1979 


LAST YEAR did not finish as badly for bus 
and coach sales in Great Britain as might 
have been expected. In fact, the total 
number of vehicles registered in 1980 was 
only eight less than in 1979, whereas truck 
sales fell seriously to the tune of 23%. 

The total number of PSVs registered last 
years was 5,792 against 5,800 the previous 
year, according to figures released by the 
Society of Motor Manufacturers and 
Traders. By way of comparison, sales of 
rigid and articulated trucks over 3% tons 
fell from 79,586 to 61,301. 

The figures for individual makes are as 
follows: 


1980 1979 
Leyland 3,059 3,408 
Bedford 905 1,083 
Ford 555 592 
Dennis 62 43 
Seddon 86 143 
Volvo (Scotland) 60 64 
Other British 574 227 
Total British 5,301 5,560 
DAF 48 20 
MAN 25 1 
Mercedes-Benz | 2 
Volvo (Sweden) 393 216 
Other imports 24 1 
Total imported 491 240 
Grand Total 5,792 5,800 
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BRITAIN’S BEST VALUE COACHES NEW COACHES — NEW SEASON 
VOLVO — LEYLAND — BEDFORD — FORD — BRISTOL — PLAXTON AND DUPLE 


MORE THAN EVER BEFORE—we invite you to compare our prices and quality of the coaches we offer. Full details on request. 


1979 BEDFORD YMT Plaxton 49 seater. Blue/ Grey £22,400 1973 SEDDON 6534 Duple Dominant 57 seater. Red/Blue...  ... 
1978 BEDFORD YLO Duple Dominant 45 seater. Red/Cream £18,500 1973 BEDFORD YRT Plaxton Panorama 45 seater. Blue/White ... 
1978 BEDFORD YLQ Plaxton Supreme 45 str. Blue/Cream/Red £18,500 1973 BEDFORD VAS Plaxton 29 seater. Red/White/Blue ... 

1978 BEDFORD YMT Plaxton Supreme 53 str. Red/ White/Blue £19,400 1972 BEDFORD SB5 Duple Vega 41 seater. Duo Blue : 

1978 FORD R1014 Duple Dominant 45 seater. Black/White 2.« ‘£18,500 1972 BEDFORD YRQ Duple Viceroy 45 seater. Blue/White 

1978 LEYLAND 11m Plaxton Supreme 53 seater. Blue/ Cream £29,850 1972 FORD R1014 Duple Viceroy 45 seater. Orange/Cream 

1978 VOLVO B58 Plaxton Supreme 53 seater. Red/White/Blue ... £29,850 1972 FORD R1114 Duple Viceroy 53 seater. Blue/Cream ... 

1978 AEC 760 Duple Dominant 51 seater. Green/Cream ... £26,950 1972 FORD R1114 Duple Viceroy 53 seater. White/ Yellow... 

1977 (Nov) AEC 760 Duple Dominant 53 seater. Red/Cream : £24,750 1972 FORD R226 Duple Viceroy 53 seater. Yellow/White/Red 
1977 LEYLAND LEOPARD Plaxton Supreme 51 str. Brown/ Cream £25,450 1972 SEDDON DUPLE Viceroy 57 seater. Green/White 

1977 FORD R1014 Duple Dominant 45 seater. Tan/Cream <«« ‘£16500 1972 AEC 12m Plaxton 50 rec. seats. Duo Blue/White 

1977 BEDFORD YMT Plaxton Supreme 53 seater. Red/DuoBlue £16,500 1971 AEC Plaxton Panorama 53 seater. Black/Gold ... 

1977 BEDFORD YMT Duple Dominant 44 rec. sts. Yellow/Brown £17,250 1971 AEC 691 Plaxton Panorama 53 seater.Cream/Red ... ... 
1977 BEDFORD YMT Plaxton Supreme 45 rec. sts. Cream/Green £17,250 1971 LEYLAND LEOPARD Plaxton 53 seater. White/Duo Vlue .. . 
1977 BEDFORD PJK Duple Dominant 29 seater. White... «.. £13;750 1971 AEC 505 Plaxton 45 seater. Red/White te bie hs 
1977 BEDFORD YLQ Plaxton Supreme 54 seater. Red/Cream ... £16,500 1971 FORD R226 Duple Viceroy 53 seater. Red/Ivory 

1976 BEDFORD YRQ Plaxton Panorama 45 seater. Cream/Red ... £12,750 1971 FORD R192 Duple Viceroy 45 seater. Red/Ivory : 

1976 (Dec) BEDFORD PJK Duple Dominant 29 seater. White ... £12,250 1971 BEDFORD VAL 70 Plaxton 53 seater. Green/White/Blue 
1976 BEDFORD YRT Plaxton Sup. 53 str. Blue/Orange/White £14,250 1971 BEDFORD SB5 Plaxton 41 seater. Grey/ Blue er 

1976 AEC 760 Duple Dominant 53 seater. Brown/Red/Beige ... £19,750 1971 BEDFORD YRQ Duple Viceroy 45 seater. Blue/Cream 

1976 BRISTOL LH Plaxton Supreme 45 seater. Turquoise/White £14,450 1971 BEDFORD SB5 Duple Vega 41 seater. Red/Cream 

1976 VOLVO 11m Plaxton Supreme 53 seater. Black/Gold... ... £24,850 1970 BEDFORD SB5 Plaxton 41 seater. Cream/Red ... 

1975 LEYLAND 10m Duple Dominant 45 seater. Yellow/White ... £16,950 1970 BEDFORD SB5 Duple Vega 41 seater. Red/Cream 

1975 VOLVO B58 Plaxton Pan. Elite 53 seater. Black . - £19,500 1970 FORD R192 Duple Viceroy 45 seater. Turquoise/White 

1975 AEC 760 Plaxton Pan. Elite 53 seater. Orange/ Beige/ Black . £16,500 1970 FORD R192 Plaxton Panorama 45 seater. Brown/White 

1975 FORD R1014 Plaxton Derwent 46 seater. Maroon/Black/ Beige £8,450 1970 FORD R226 Duple Viceroy 53 seater. White/Green 

1975 BEDFORD YRT Duple Dominant 53 seater. Orange/Cream £11,950 1970 LEYLAND LEOPARD Plaxton 53 seater. Cream sag 
1975 BEDFORD YRQ Duple Dominant 45 seater. Green/Cream ... £11,250 1970 LEYLAND DUPLE Commander 53 seater. Green/Red/Blue 
1975 BEDFORD PUK Plaxton 29 seater. Red/Cream . : ... £10,450 1969 AEC Plaxton Panorama 51 seater. White ... ef 
1975 BEDFORD PJK Duple Dominant 29 seater. Red/ ‘Yellow ... £10,450 1969 BEDFORD VAL Duple Viceroy 53 seater. Blue/Grey . 

1975 (Nov) BEDFORD SB5 Plaxton 41 seater. Mauve/White .. £10,450 1969 BEDFORD VAL Duple Viceroy 53 seater. Cream/Orange 
1974 BEDFORD PJK Duple 29 seater. White ... -». £8,460 1969 BEDFORD VAM Plaxton 45 seater. Turquoise/White 

1974 BEDFORD YRQ Plaxton Pan. 45 str. Red/ Cream/ Gold £7,900 1968 BEDFORD VAM 70 Duple Viceroy 45 seater. Cream ... a 
1974 BEDFORD YRT Plaxton Panorama 49 seater. White... ... £8,500 1968 LEYLAND LEOPARD Alexander 49 seater, service. White . .. 
1974 FORD R1014 Plaxton Panorama 45 seater. White a £7,950 1967 FORD R226 Plaxton 52seater.Blue/Cream .... ...  ... 
1974 FORD R1114 Plaxton Panorama 53 seater. Green/Red Cream £8,500 1966 FORD R226 Duple Mariner 52 seater. Green/Cream ... 

1974 AEC 760 Plaxton Pan. Elite 57 seater. Brown/Red/Beige ... £11,250 1966 FORD R192 Duple 45 seater. Green/White naa 


1974 BRISTOL LH Plaxton Panorama 51 seater. Red/Blue... ... £12,850 1964 BEDFORD VAL 14 Duple 52 seater. Orange/White 
1974 AEC 760 Plaxton Panorama 53 seater. White/Blue/Red ... £14,950 1964 BEDFORD SB2 Plaxton 41 seater. Red/Cream . 
1973 SEDDON 6534 Duple Dominant 57 seater.Cream ... ... £8,950 1963 FORD DUPLE Trooper 41 seater. Cream/Orange _ 
1973 AEC 505 Plaxton Panorama 45 seater. Maroon/Cream -.. £3,760 


TRADE DESCRIPTION ACT: We have inserted the year of registration against the coaches we offer. This does not necessarily mean the model or year of manufacture 


RESPRAYS @ BODY REPAIRS @ CHASSIS REPAIRS 


‘Service in Action’ 

Yeates’ unequalled Service Facilities are ‘at your Service’. Our Specialist Coachworks and Chassis Workshops are equipped for FAST and EFFICIENT 
Service. Whatever your requirements —routine Service, guarantee work, major overhaul, Certification, full accident repair work, replacement screens, 
trimming, resprays—you will find the Service you need at YEATES OF LOUGHBOROUGH. 

FOR SWIFT, EFFICIENT AND COURTEOUS SERVICE Please Phone: 

COACHWORKS 

REPAIRS: Benny Robinson Loughborough (0509) 217777 
PARTS: Malcolm Stevenson Loughborough (0509) 217777 
EMERGENCY PARTS: Malcolm Stevenson Shepshed (05095) 2014 


EMERGENCY SCREEN SERVICE ONLY: Loughborough (0509) 842154 
or Derby (0332) 811002 
or Loughborough (0509) 217494 


CHASSIS 

REPAIRS Brian Walker Loughborough (0509) 217777 
PARTS: Alex Connell Loughborough (0509) 217777 
EMERGENCY PARTS: Alex Connell Leicester (0533) 62541 
BREAKDOWN/RECOVERY. 24 HOUR SERVICE Loughborough (0509) 217527 


All the above service facilities are available for our friends in the South. Please phone Ernie Waterman on: Salisbury 710666. 


YEATES OF LOUGHBOROUGH 
EAST ANGLIA & EAST MIDLANDS Dennis Brown Quorn (0509) 42897 
NORTH EAST & NORTH YORKS Simon Cowley Hetton-le-Hole (0783) 263661 
NORTH WEST ENGLAND Greg Jones Atheston (0942) 892476 
WEST MIDLANDS AND NORTH WALES Loughborough (0509) 217777 
SOUTH WALES AND GLOS. Colin Kedward Tredegar (049525) 3909 
YORKS AND HUMBERSIDE Frank Bloom Scarborough (0723) 583247 
NOTTS., DERBY John Bass Leicester (0533) 402346 
YEATES IN THE SOUTH 
GENERAL MANAGER, Coach Division Ernie Waterman Salisbury (0722) 710666 
HOME & SOUTH EASTERN COUNTIES David Waterman Liss (073082) 2802 
SOUTH WEST Peter Gillard Yeovil (0935) 21437 
LONDON, KENT & ESSEX Roger Borham Medway (0634) 375400 
YEATES IN SCOTLAND 
AREA MANAGER Dan Connor Edinburgh (031-339) 3887 
Jim Hepple Lesmahagow (0555) 893771 


W.S. YEATES LIMITED 


Derby Road, Loughborough, Leics. Phone: STD 0509 217777 Telex: 34310 
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Your Dealer Quickcheck 


New and used vehicles 


Key: Leyland—Ld, Bedford— Bd, Ford—Fd, Volvo— Vo, DAF—Da, Duple— Du, 


Moseley—My, Plaxton—Px, Van Hool— VH. 


Name Location 
Arlington Potters Bar, Herts 
Arlington Bristol 
Arlington Sudbury, Suffolk 
Ld, Bd, Du, Px, VH. 

Burrells Ipswich 

Bd, Du, Px. 

Cotter’s Coach Sales & Services Glasgow 

Vo, Px, VH 

Erringtons Oadby, Leicester 
Bd, Da, Du Px. 

Don Everall Wolverhampton 


Fd, Du, Px, VH. 


Vincent Greenhous Hereford 


Bd, Px. 


S. Hughes (Commercial) 
Fd, Vo, Du, PX. 


Kingsforth 
Ed, Vo, Du, Px: 


Kirkby Central 
Kirkby: Central 
Kirkby Hogarth 
Ld, Bd, Du, Px. 


Moseley (Loughborough) 
Moseley (Scotland) 

Moseley (Durham) 

Moseley (Leeds) 

Moseley (Gloucester) 

Moseley (Bordon) 

Moseley (Kilkenny) 

Bd, Fd, Vo, Da, My, Px, Du, VH. 


Shaw & Kilburn 


Gomersal, W. Yorks. 


Thurcroft, S. Yorks. 


Anston, Sheffield 
Bristol 
Glasgow 


Loughborough, Leics. 
Coatbridge, Lanarks 
Durham 

Bradford 

Cinderford, Glos. 
Bordon, Hants. 
Kilkenny, Eire 


Bd, Du, Px. 

SMT Glasgow 

Bd, Du, Px. 

Tricentrol PSV Markyate, Beds. 
Tricentrol Trucks Leeds 

Fd, Du, Px. 

Williams Motor Co. Manchester 


(Minibuses, Minicoaches). 


W. S. Yeates Loughborough, Leics. 
W. S. Yeates Salisbury 

W. S. Yeates Edinburgh 

W. S. Yeates Leicester 


Fd, Ld, Bd, Vo, Du, Px. 


Note: Listing of all of a dealer’s locations does not necessarily imply that all the franchises 


cover all locations. 
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Hemel Hempstead, Herts. 


Telephone 
0707 52229 


0272 772671 
0787 72301 


0473 214121 


041-554 2762 


0533 730421 


0902 51515 


0432 67441 


0274 681144 


070 984 6886 


090 978 4311 
0272 714171 
041 810 3166 


0509 213232 
0236 22445 
0385 67241 
0274 681811 
0594 23081 
04203 2961 
056 22080 


0442 51212 


041 204 2828 


0582 605321 
0532 863261 


061-224 3244 


0509 217777 
0722 710666 
031-339 3887 
0533 737831 


Used vehicles 


Ken Askin 

Barnsley 0226 6194 
Carlton Commercial 

Worksop 0909 730249 
Ensign Bus 

Grays, Essex 0375 78671 


Hartwood Exports (Machinery) 
Barnsley 0226 742784 


Home Counties Coach Sales 


Beaconsfield 0494 671861 
Jack Hughes 
Cleckheaton 0274 876105 


Lancashire Motor Traders 
Blackpool 0253 720330 


Martins Bus & Coach 
Middlewich, Cheshire 
060 684 3476 


N.D.Y. Coach Sales 


Durham 0385 771802 
W. Norths (PV) 
Leeds 0977 682415 


Paul Sykes Organisation 


Barnsley, Yorks. 0226 89311 
Viscount Central 
Burnley 0282 72133 


Bus and coach 
registrations 


THE following are the numbers of 
buses and coaches registered in the 
UK in December with the comparitive 
figure for December 1979 in brackets: 


Leyland: 200 (262) 
Bedford: 19 (19) 
Ford: 3 (9) 
Dennis: 1 (3) 
Seddon: 20 (14) 
Volvo: 6 (6) 

DAF: 3 (1) 

MAN: 1 (-) 
Others: 31 (31) 
TOTAL: 284 (345) 
(Source: SMMT) 
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MARTINS BUS & COACH SALES 


Used Bus & Coach Distributors 


STATION GOODS YARD 
KING STREET 
MIDDLEWICH * CHESHIRE 


Telephone: Day or Night 
MIDDLEWICH 3476-3658 
Telex: 666819 


as follows: 


meals..£40 + VAT. 


Scheduling Expertise/CPC 
Management Courses 


With our help and your determination you can succeed—our courses for early ‘81 are 


* 2-day Bus Scheduling Course mid February..£45+ VAT including lunch. 

* 10-day CPC PSV National in the London area in April for May exam (course covers 
the new 1980 Act legislation)..£250+ VAT including lunch and exam fees. 

* Directed private study courses for PSV National, including one revision day with 


* Assistance with PSV International £12 + VAT. 
* Tachograph appreciation courses in London & Manchester..£30 per day. 


All these courses R.T.1.T.B. approved, so telephone us — our staff are here to help you. 


TRANSPORT MANAGEMENT TRAINING LIMITED 
Aldwych House, 590 Whalley New Road, Blackburn. Telephone: 576389/48027 


EXCURSION TICKETS 


Please send for samples and prices 


H. E. Mitchell Print Services, 
10, High Street, Stanstead Abbotts, 


Herts. SG12 8AB. 
Telephone: Ware (0920) 870775 & 4403 


NEXT TIME, 


Williams 
QUALITY SUPREME 


WILLIAMS MOTOR CoO. 

(MANCHESTER)\TO Deansgate Sales Division 
336 WILMSLOW ROAD. MANCHESTER M14 6XQ. 
Tel:061-224 3244 


24 hour telephone answering service 
Telex 668471 
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PITLOCHRY— SCOTLAND 


CRAIGOWER HOTEL 
LICENSED FAMILY HOTEL 
Open Easter to October 
Accommodation for 50 persons, including eight single rooms. 
IDEAL BASE FOR TOURING CENTRAL HIGHLANDS 
Catering also for High Tea stops. 
TELEPHONE: PITLOCHRY (0796) 2590 


Attention operators with small vehicles 
located in Scotland, Midlands and South of England 


SMALL COACHES WANTED FOR 
CONTINENTAL HIRE 

We are a leading school travel company requiring minibuses 
and small coaches, up to 29 seats with driver, for Continental 
hire this year. 
Please submit quotations with approximate daily rate to in- 
clude driver, insurance and vehicle. We pay driver’s accom- 
modation, road tolls and miscellaneous charges. 
Our tours vary in duration from four (4) days to nine (9) days. 
The season commences in February and terminates in Oc- 
tober. 
SCHOOLPLAN TOURS LIMITED 
77 Grand Parade, Brighton, Sussex. BN2 2JA. 
Telephone: 0273 697411. 
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GOOD QUALITY COACHES 


FOR SALE 


GREY-GREEN COACHES LTD. 


1972 LEYLAND PSU3B/4R Telma 


1973 LEYLAND PSU3B/4R Telma 


1973 LEYLAND PSU3B/4R Telma 


1974 LEYLAND PSU3B/4R Telma 
1970, 1972 MERCEDES 0302 
1976 BEDFORD YMT... 


1977 BEDFORD YMT... 
1978 BEDFORD YMT... 
1974 (Nov.) FORD R1114 


1975 FORD R1014_—i... 
1975 (Aug.) FORD R1114 


Plaxton re-seated 53 seater, autumn trim, C of F 
March to April 1984 . ; “ 
Plaxton 53-seater, autumn trim, armrests, ‘Kysor 
blinds, automatic lubrication, re-certified to 1985 
from 

Plaxton 49/53 seats, armrests, power doors, 
Autolube, Kysor blinds, C of F June 1985 

Plaxton 53-seats, armrests, power doors, Autolube 


Re-certified, re-trimmed ... ... ... £4,250 to 
Duple 49/53-seater, armrests, exhaust brakes, 
Holdsworth 699 moquette, p.a. Ce ws ee olan 


Duple Dominant II, 49/53 seats, armrests, exhaust 
brakes, public address, Autolube ’ 

Duple Dominant II, 49/53 seats, armrests, exhaust 
brakes, public address, Autolube bred . from 
Plaxton, 53 seats im 

Plaxton, 45 seats, air door te 
Duple Dominant, 53 seats, grant- type doors. Se 


All price (available) subject to VAT. 


Very competitive rates for Painting by our well-equipped spray shop. 


DETAILS FROM GENERAL MANAGER AT 
53 STAMFORD HILL, LONDON N16 ___ Tel: 01-800 8010 Telex: 262950 
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£9,000 


£10,500 


£10,250 
£12,250 


£7,500 
£9,000 
£12,000 
£17,750 
£7,750 


£6,950 
£8,750 
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ENSIGN 


BUS CO LTD 
BUS DEALERS 


COACHES 


1966 BRISTOL RE, fitted Gardner 180 engines, 
Alexander Y type 45 coach seats, fully OMO, CoF 
1982, very clean vehicles, choice of 4. 


1972 AEC RELIANCE, fitted with AEC 691 
engines, 5 speed semi-automatic box, Park Royal 
45 coach seats, full omo, CoF 1984. 

1968/9 LEYLAND LEOPARDS, fitted 45/48/49, 
Duple, Commander bodies, semi auto gearboxes, 
CoF 81/82. 

1968 AEC RELIANCES, fitted Willowbrook 49 
seats, service coach bodies, 6 speed gearboxes, 
COF 80/81. 


SINGLE DECK BUSES 


1972 SEDDON RU, 42 seat, dual door, Park Royal 
bodied service buses. Gardner 6LX engines, semi- 


automatic gearbox, CoF 1984. 


Don Everall 


PSV SALES LTD 


NEW FORD PLAXTON 53 seater coaches. Available for immediate 
delivery. 

NEW FORD R1114 Duple Dominant 53 seater coaches. Available for 
immediate delivery. 

NEW FORD REEBUR 17 seater, diesel, overdrive. Available for im- 
mediate delivery. 


1979 FORD R1014 Duple Dominant 45 seater coach cream exterior, 
brown mogquette, radio/pa. £23,000. 

1978 FORD R1014 Duple Dominant, 45 seater coach white exterior, 
autumn moquette, radio and pa. £20,000. 

1978 FORD R1114 Plaxton Supreme, 53 seater coach, maroon and 
white exterior red/orange moquette, pa. £23,000. 

1978 FORD R1114 Duple Dominant II 53 seater coach, green/cream 
exterior, bronze moquette. £23,000. 

1977 FORD R1114 Plaxton Supreme 53 seater coach, maroon /white 
exterior, red/orange moquette radio and pa. £20,000. 

1977 FORD R1014 Duple Dominant, 45 seater coach, grey/maroon 
exterior, red/orange moquette, pa. £17,000. 

1977 FORD R1114 Van Hool 49 seater coach, turquoise/white ex- 
terior, blue moquette, power door. £18,500. 

1977 FORD R1114 Duple Dominant 53 seater coach red/cream ex- 
terior, brown moquette radio and pa, 6-speed gearbox. £20,000. 


FORD PSV DISTRIBUTORS for THE MIDLANDS AND WALES 


1966 BRISTOL RE, fitted Gardner 180 engines, 
Alexander Y type 45 coach seats, fully omo, CoF 
1982, very clean vehicles, choice of 4. 


DOUBLE DECKERS 


1973 DAIMLER FLEETLINES, fitted Leyland 0680 
engine, power steering, semi-automatic gearbox, 
MCW bodies, 2-door, 68 or 71 seats and standing 
or one door, 71 seats and standing. 


1965-66 DAIMLER FLEETLINES, fitted Gardner 
6LX engines. Alexander 75 seat low height bodies. 
CoF 1981, 82, 83. 


1967-68 BRISTOL FLF, fitted ECW 70 seat front 
entrance bodies, Gardner 6LX engines, 5 speed 
gearboxes. CoF 80, 81, 82. 


MINI BUSES 


1974 N-REG FORD, 16 seaters, diesel, CoF August 
1981, choice of 3. 


WE ARE THE LARGEST BUS DEALERS IN THE SOUTH 
EAST AND WEST, COME AND SEE FOR YOURSELF 
MANOR WAY INDUSTRIAL ESTATE, 

BRIDGE ROAD, GRAYS, ESSEX. 

PHONE: GRAYS THURROCK (0375) 78671 

AFTER HOURS: SOUTHEND-ON-SEA (0702) 32899 


The Coach Specialists 


1976 FORD R1114 Plaxton Elite 53 seater coach black, cream ex- 
terior, red orange moquette. £17,000. 

1976 (Sept) FORD R1114 Duple Dominant 53 seater coach, 
blue/white exterior, red/orange moquette. £18,000. 

1976 FORD R1014 Plaxton Elite 45 seater coach cream/blue exterior, 
red/orange moquette. £14,000. 

1975 FORD R1114 Duple Dominant 53 seater coach blue/white ex- 
terior, red/orange moquette radio and pa. £14,500. 

1975 FORD R1114 Plaxton Elite 53 seater coach, black/cream ex- 
terior, bronze moquette. £14,500. 

1974 FORD R1114 Duple Dominant 53 seater, white exterior, red mo- 
quette radio/pa, power door. £12,000. 

1973 FORD R1114 Duple Dominant 53 seater coach, black and white 
exterior, yellow moquette, power door. £9,500. 

1972 FORD R1114 Plaxton Elite 53 seater coach, yellow and grey ex- 
terior, yellow moquette, radio/pa, Telma. £7,000. 

1972 FORD R1114 Duple Viceroy 53 seater coach white exterior, 
orange/red moquette, power door. £7,000. 

WIDE SELECTION of pre 1972 53 and 45 seater coaches available at 
attractive prices. 

TRADE DESCRIPTIONS ACT: the date advertised denotes the year 
of first registration not necessarily the model or the year manufac- 
tured. 


SERVICE AND PARTS 
P.S.V. Body Repairs, Screen Replacement Service, Coach Painting and Signwriting: Contact: John Howells or Terry Matthews 
Comprehensive Range of Plaxton/Duple/Van Hool Parts: Contact: Alan Hill 
P.S.V. Mechanical Repairs: Contact: John Gemmell 
Comprehensive Range of Ford Parts: Contact: Jeff Batchelor or Ron Davies 


SMITH’S TACHOGRAPH INSTALLATION CENTRE 


BILSTON ROAD WOLVERHAMPTON 
PHONE: 51515 
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PAUL SYKES ORGANISATION LTD. 
WAKEFIELD ROAD, BARNSLEY 
TELEPHONE: (0226) 89311. 


COACHES 


VEHICLE SALES DIVISION 


PLAXTON ELITE LEYLAND LEOPARDS 


1975 to 1970 Choice of fifty PLAXTON ELITE 11m & 10m 53, 49, 43, 40 seaters with 680 and 600 engines, Wilson 5 
speed semi-auto gearbox, power doors, most have Telma, tacho. C.o.F. 87, 86, 85, 84, 83. These coaches are in ex- 
cellent mechanical condition having been maintained throughout to a very high standard by a Public Company and we 
invite any inspection or trial. From £5,500—£19,500. 

AEC RELIANCE 

1974 DOMINANT 11m coaches, 53 or 49 E type seats, 760 engines ZF 6 speed gearbox. Excellent condition, white ex- 
terior with autumn tint interiors. (Choice of ten). From £12,500—£14,500. 

1973/72/70 PLAXTON ELITE 11m and 12m, 51, 50, 49, 45 seaters, 760 & 691 engines. Very clean coaches, C.o.F. 
85/83/82. (Choice of ten). Prices range from £6,500—£11,500. 

BRISTOL RE 

1972 PLAXTON ELITE 11m coaches, 47 newly covered seats, Gardner 150 engines, semi auto gearboxes, low 
mileage. C.o.F. 1985. £9,250. 


FORD R1114 
1978 DOMINANT II (flat floor model), 53 seater, 1 owner, 72,000 miles from new, outstanding condition. £20,500. 


BEDFORD YRO 


1976 PLAXTON SUPREME 10m 45 seater, power steering, 466 engine, power door stereo/radio/p.a.,very clean. 
C.o.F. 1983. £11,500. 
1975 DUPLE DOMINANT 45 seater, 466 engine, power door, exceptional condition, C.o.F. 6/82. £10,500. 


SEVERAL CHEAPER COACHES AVAILABLE AT KNOCKOUT PRICES FOR NO PART EXCHANGE 
FORD R192 ® LEYLAND LEOPARD e BEDFORD YRO e FORD R1114 
Seating capacity on many coaches offered can be adjusted to customers own requirements. 

Complete retrim in customer’s own livery also available. 


MIDI BUSES 
1976/73/71 FORD & SEDDON Choice of twenty, 25 & 27 seaters, £3,000—£6,500. 


O.M.O. SERVICE SALOONS 


Choose from 150 vehicles including: 


FORD R1114, R1014 & R192, 1976-70, 53/51/45 seat Plaxton Derwent & Willowbrook bodies. Choice of forty, many 
with C.o.F. 3/4/5 years. From £2,000-£9,500. 

BEDFORD YRQ Willowbrook 47/45 seaters 1974-70, C.o.F. 1985/82. From £2,750—£7,000. 

BRISTOL LH & RELL 1975/69, 10m 43/45 seat E.C.W., 11m 49/53 seat Marshall bodies, very clean, C.o.F. 1982/85. 
From £3,500. 

LEYLAND LEOPARD & TIGER CUBS 1969-64, 11m & 10m, 55/49/43/41 seats, 400 & 600 engines, semi automatic 


and manual gearboxes. From £1,500. “5 


DOUBLE DECKS 


1977 to 1964 including Bristol! VRTs, Daimler Fleetlines, 
Bristol Lowdekkas and Leyland PDs, 70 to 83 seaters. Forty to 
choose from including O.M.O. vehicles. Prices from £1,500. 


Every vehicle offered for sale will be prepared to customers specifica- 
tion, prior to collection or delivery, in these modern workshops, with 
the facilities for full underbody steam cleaning and inspection; engine, 
transmission, braking and electrical testing; and rolling road brake ef- 
ficiency tests. 


SUBSTANTIAL REDUCTIONS FOR NO PART EXCHANGE 


VEHICLE SALES DIVISION: Wakefield Road, Barnsley, South Yorkshire 
Tel: Barnsley (0226) 89311 (6 lines) Telex: 54393 (After Hours Sales Only 790663) 
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TRANSPORT SEATING 
MAKE SEATS 


BUSES - COACHES - MINI- COACHES - MIDI-COACHES - AMBULANCES 
BOATS - SOCIAL SERVICE VEHICLES : DRIVERS’ CABS 
EXECUTIVE PASSENGERS - PROTOTYPE VEHICLES 
AIRPORT BUSES 


—in fact for ALL Transport Vehicles. 
Send your enquiries and problems to the Experts— 


TRANSPORT SEATING LIMITED 


38 New John St. West Birmingham, B19 3NB Telephone: 021-359 2155 


COACH RETRIM SPECIALISTS 


Have your seats retrimmed and restyled by experts. This year’s moquette patterns available. Quotations on request. If 
you have a coach coming to Blackpool which has a few torn seats, we will endeavour to repair or retrim them 
in the same day. Just ring us at BLACKPOOL 66762 and ask for Bob Taylor. We know our prices and quality are 
right, so give us the opportunity to prove it! The prices shown below are a guide to the cost of Duple and Plaxton 
seats and may be adjusted subject to availability. They include Driver’s eat, Bonnet Cover and Decency Screen, but not 


VAT. Seating First Quality 
Moquette 

29 passengers Saree Me) cyst ae” Due? 6 Gas £699.48 

41 passengers Re wipe An tare ete “oem. saws £988.92 

45 passengers Bvt cee kes Stee, Sree £1,085.40 

51 passengers Se ee oe: Oe ae £1,230.12 

53 passengers ok. tose ees, ts Se pp ye £1,278.36 


We also receive from our supplier some moquette seconds and would be pleased to quote for them when available. 


BLACKPOOL TRIM SHOPS LTD. 


BRUN GROVE, OFF ANSDELL ROAD, BLACKPOOL FY1 5EE. Telephone: 0253-66762 


COACH SEAT 
For coach insurance UPHOLSTERY 


contact the specialists 
BELLSTOCK... 


now offer a complete coach upholstery 
system under the trade name of TRIMFIT. 
Any type of seat can be fitted by one of 
our systems. Every cover is tailored to 
ensure a_ perfect fit, but remains 
removable for annual cleaning or transfer 
to other vehicles (not stretch covers). A 
53-seater coach can be fitted in a day with 


(INSURANCE BROKERS) LTD our _self-installation upholstery. For 


quotations, samples and __ further 
information please contact Bill Giddins, 
Mick Williams, at 


Ash Tree House, The Green, BELLSTOCK LTD. 
Wooburn Green, Bucks., HP1O OEE Corah House, Aumberry Gap, 
Tel: Bourne End 25037 (STD 06285) Pinfold Gate, Loughborough, 


Leics. 


PHONE (0509) 216544 
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NEW & USED PSV’S 


BEDFORD 


FOR IMMEDIATE SALE 
Three 1979 PJK Bedford 29 seater 
coaches being fitted with Radio/PA 
and stero cassette units. 

Two coaches are finished in brilliant 
white and have no signwriting. One 


coach is finished in brown with 
orange striping. 

One coach is Duple bodied and two 
have Plaxton bodied units. 

For further details contact: 961 
6422. 


Bedford YRT 53-seater Duple Dominant 
Coach with Telma Retarder. First 
registered 1st April, 1974. C.o.F. to 31st 
October, 1985. One owner from new. 
Full history available. £9,750. H.P., Con- 
tract Hire or Leasing facilities available. 


Bedford NJM 41-seater Duple Coach. 
First registered 1st March, 1973. C.o.F. 
to 31st December, 1984. Just overhaul- 
ed. Service history available. £4,250 
O.N.O. Credit facilities can be arranged. 


Bedford YRQ 45-seater Duple Dominant 
Express Coach. First Registered 12th 
May, 1975. C.o.F. to 29th April, 1982. 
One owner from new. Full history 
available. £10,250. Credit facilities can 
be arranged. 
WEST COAST MOTORS, 
Campbeltown. 
Telephone: (0586) 2319. 


DAF 


1980 (V) DAF Plaxton, 54 reclining 
seats. Side lockers. Tinted windows. 
PA, radio/cassette. Exhauster brake. 
45,000 KM. 
Price £41,000 
Enquiries phone (0757) 706311 
Telex: 57 492 


BRISTOL 


1979 Bristol LHS/Plaxton 33-seater, ex- 
terior primrose and blue with gold mo- 
quette, radio/pa, exhaust brake, side 
window blinds £20,500. 

Roman City Ltd. 15 St. James’s 
Parade, Bath. Tel: 0225 22291. 


GRAYS OF WIMBLEDON 
1973 MERCEDES. 45 recliners, re- 
trimmed, COF 1984. Tacho. Every 
extra. £8,950. 

1974 SEDDON Turbo. Plaxton Elite 
3, 53 seater, extra lockers. New 


engine. £8,500. 

1978 FORD Dormobile ‘S’ Registra- 
tion 16 seater. PSV Tacho. £4,750. 
Must sell. New vehicles due to ar- 
rive. Contact H. GRAY on 01 540 
9662. 


ERRINGTON OF EVINGTON LTD 
MAIN GARAGE, EVINGTON 
LEICESTER 
FIND OUT why an increasing number 
of operators are changing to DAF. Why 
not allow US to put you in the picture. 
SOLE MAIN AGENTS for Duple bodied 

DAF PSV chassis. 
Also MAIN AGENTS for any other com- 
bination of DAF, BEDFORD, DUPLE 
AND PLAXTON. 
NEW VEHICLES AVAILABLE FOR 
EARLY DELIVERY 
GOOD SELECTION OF USED 
VEHICLES ALWAYS IN STOCK. 
EVINGTON, LEICESTER 
TEL: (0533) 730421, TELEX: 341585 
OR OUT OF OFFICE HOURS 
TEL: DEREK WAKEFIELD 
EAST LEAKE (050 982) 2742. 


SHAW & KILBURN LTD 


Two Waters Road, Hemel Hempstead, Herts. 


NEW COACHES. Bedford, Duple, Plaxtons, usually 
available. USED COACHES. Selection of used coaches 


always in stock. 


Phone: Tony Redford HEMEL HEMPSTEAD 51212 


BUSINESS MART 
FOR SALE 


Established Coach Company with sales office in Mayfair specialising 
in company work. Turnover in excess of £100,000. Experienced self 
employed staff would remain. Fleet consists of 17 and 29 seater 
coaches together with Great Britains finest and most fully equipped 
P.S.V. coach. All vehicles fully serviced and in excellent condition. 


Further details contact 01-629-4111. 


FOR SALE 


HIGH CLASS COACH BUSINESS 
FORTY YEARS IN NORTH STAFFORDSHIRE 


Five Plaxton 53 seater Ford Turbos. Workshop with Inspection Pit. Ample 
clean hard standing. Modern architect designed house standing in % acre of 
lawns. All in immaculate condition, site two miles from M6. Retirement only 


reason for sale. 


Telephone: 0782 657530. 


SITUATION VACANT 


SWINARDS BRITISH AND 


EUROPEAN TOURS LTD 
require COACH CAPTAINS for 1981 


Following coach de-licensing our new, exciting pro- 
gramme of coach tours and centered holidays will soon 
be available in Travel Agencies throughout the world. 
We now need an expert team of Coach Captains to 
drive our first-class fleet of touring coaches in Britain 
and Europe. Our work is varied and interesting and we 
need bright, intelligient professionals to continue our 
success. If you have the necessary experience and are 
willing to work a full season under pressure then one of 
the following positions could be right for you. 
* Coach Captains — British Isles Tours and Holidays 
* Coach Captains — European Tours and Holidays 
* Coach Captains — Local Private Hire, Contracts, 
Transfers, Sightseeing, Express 
Each position demands dedication, a professional driv- 
ing attitude and the ability to mix with people at all 
levels. In return we will pay you an excellent wage and 
fringe benefits. The opportunity to gain promotion and 
long term employment is also available for the right can- 
didate. You will require a current PSV drivers licence, 
ideally aged between 25 and 50 years, and be willing to 
be bonded. 
/f you think that you are the sort of person we are look- 
ing for then telephone or write for an application form 


today to: Bhilip Swinard M Inst T T 
Coach Operations Director 
Swinards B & E Tours, Travel House, 
Hunter Avenue, Willesborough, Ashford, Kent. 
Telephone: 0233-34321 


TRICENTROL PSV SALES LTD. 


The Packhorse Garage, Kensworth, Nr. Dunstable. LU6 30U. 
Telephone: Dunstable (0582) 605321. 


USED COACHES 


1977:FORD Riii14)Plaxton 40.seater: oa), cand mass at dead ashe eG £19,850. 
1976 FORD 'R1114:Plaxton:53)seatets. «.f) <cccs pale oe Seavey « Hort soe dary £19,500. 
1976 FORD R1114 Plaxton 49 seater... 0.2.0... ccc ene £18,500. 
1976 BEDFORD Y.M.T. Duple 44 reclining seats.................... £18,500. 


1974 FORD R1114 Plaxton 53 seater. Telma..................000005 £14,000. 
1974. BEDFORD Y:R:T. DupleiSSiseater. sac 08. sn Poe aaels one ee ee 

1974 FORD R1014 Plaxton 45 seater....... a 
1974 BEDFORD Y.R.Q. Plaxton 45 seater. . ag 
1973 BEDFORD Reals DUPIC DO SCAUC. ok pss weds aie wae ede ayes 
TS7S/FORD R114 Plaxtonm S3'Seatete es oa. ce cc eee he eee ek 
ASTAEORDIRiig4 DupleSs'seatefias : . 2A. 2% 0 asses acess os cad v4 
TS7ZFORDIRAII4 PlaxtoniSaiseaterd ce q.aie2 ble. i sds ss eee eves 
1871 BEDFORD! VAS 5S Duiple 2iseaten 26 yap. anda aad ern ee es 
TSTUEORD Riala Plaxtomba|S@atete. ies sc spe nee eee eee 
oy WBEDEORD V.rrGnDUPIG4OSCdtel.. 6. he. eee eee 
1970 BEDFORD VAM 70 Duple 45 seater..................00. eee eee 
TIOSIEORU Mtoe PlaXtOMliSCatehient) gee d1ue uh Nac c k ewe eee ee ee 


Part Exchanges Welcome 


THIS WEEKS BARGAINS 
1977 FORD R1114 Plaxton 49 seater............... 0. ccc cee e eee eee £16,000. 
1974 BEDFORD Y.R.Q. Plaxton 45 seater.............. 0.00 cece eee £7,000. 
1973 BEOEORD)Y-R. 1. Caetano 53 seater... 2... a. ccc cece ee en £7,500. 
1971 LEYLAND 12 metre Plaxton 50 reclining seats & Telma........... £7,500. 


NEW FORD TRANSIT PSV MINIBUSES 
Tricentrol Unibus 12 seat standard and luxury PSV conversions Petrol and Diesel 
engines for immediate delivery. 
Dormobile 12 and 16 seat PSV conversions for immediate delivery. 
Reeve Burgess 17 seat PSV for early delivery. 


FOR SALE 
Great Britains finest PSV coach fully equipped with every conceivable 
luxury extra including two televisions, video, air conditioning, Onan 
3K Generator, Webasto Heating, seat to seat telephones, Post Office 


telephone, mostly individual arm chair seating, kitchin, toilet, bar, hot 
and cold water and other items too numerous to mention. First used 
summer 1979. C.o.F. July 1986. 


Further details contact 01-629-4111. 
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USED PSV MINIBUSES 
1973-1980 FORD TRANSIT Petro! & Diesel 12 seat PSV. Choice of Ten. 
1976-1978 FORD TRANSIT Petrol & Diesel 16-17 seat PSV. Choice of Six. 
PLEASE NOTE: The above vehicles are offered subject to being unsold. Prices 
quoted exclude V.A.T. The year quoted denotes year of first registration. 


TRICENTROL PSV SALES LTD., 
The Packhorse Garage, Kensworth, Nr. Dunstable. 
LU6 3QU. Phone: Dunstable (0582) 605321. 


7) 


The maga tus a baba! a geet aoe 


formed in Join SOTHA 
May 1930 


SSCS 


for 50 years the SOCIETY “OF TRAVEL & HOLIDAY AGENTS has Gaia to 
defend the interests of the Travel & Holiday Agent and Passenger Transport Operator. 
We now invite you to apply for membership to help this work continue.’ 
HELP US—TO HELP YOU! 
Apply now: on your headed notepaper to: 
THE SECRETARY, SOCIETY OF TRAVEL & HOLIDAY AGENTS, 
R/O 2 BELL LANE, THAME, OXON. 


BRACE CECE 
DRESDPRSD 


COACH SERVICE 
REMIE Ro RAVE LONDON - SAFFRON WALDEN - 


HAVERHILL - STRADISHALL 


Depart: KINGS CROSS (EUSTON ROAD COACH PARK) —From 30th September 1980. 


CHARTING OFFICE 
MONDAYS AND FRIDAYS. . 1815 Ex London: Kings Cross Coach Station 


SATURDAYS . 0900 1415 1815 Tel: 01 388 7824 


SUNDAYS . . 0945 — 2000 Ex Haverhill: Kilmaine Close, Cambridge 
Tel: 0223 69771 


Premier Travel Express Services, East Anglia—Midlands—N.W., Cambridge—Oxford (all the year) 
For details of Summer Services, please see time-tables. 


KILMAINE CLOSE, CAMBRIDGE CB4 2PH. Telephone: 69771 


Ss. HUGHES (COMMERCIAL) LTD. 1972 FORD R.1014 Plaxton Express. 45. COF to 1984. 


1972 FORD R.192 Duple Viceroy. Express. 
Ford PSV Direct Dealers 1970 (J) FORD R.192 Plaxton Elite, COF July 1983. 
1970 FORD R.192 Duple Viceroy COF 1982. 
IMMEDIATE DELIVERY (subject to remaining unsold) 1978 BEDFORD YMT Plaxton Supreme 53 Seater. S & T Registered. 
New R.1114 Plaxton or Duple for immediate delivery at 1979/80 1977 BEDFORD YMT Plaxton Supreme 53 Seater. 
Season Prices. 1976 BEDFORD YMT Duple Dominant 51 Seater. 
New FORD R.1114 for early delivery. 1976 BEDFORD YRT Plaxton Supreme, 53 Seater. 
1980 (V) FORD R.1114 Dom. Il, 53 Seater, usual extras. 1975 LEYLAND Leopard || Metre Plaxton 53 Seater, Power door and 
1979 (V) FORD R.1114 Dom. II, 53 Seater, Telma and extras. Telma, N. & P. Registered. 
1979 (T) FORD R.1114 Plaxton Supreme IV, every extra. 1974 LEYLAND Leopard I] Metre Plaxton 53 Seater, Power door and 
1978 (S) FORD R.1114 Plaxton Supreme. Usual Extras. Telma. j 
1977 (R. & S.) R.1114, Choice of Seven. 1973 LEYLAND Leopard II Metre Plaxton 53 Seater, Power door and 
1976 FORD R.1114 Duple Dominant/Plaxton, 53 seaters. Telma. 
1975 (P) FORD R.1114 Duple Dominant, 53. 1973 LEYLAND Leopard 12 Metre Plaxton 57 Seater, every extra. 
1975 FORD R.1114 Plaxton 53 Seater. Telma and extras, choice of ©1972 LEYLAND Leopard II Metre Plaxton 53 Seater, power door and 
three. Telma. 
1973 (M) FORD R.1114 Plaxton 53 Seater. COF to 1986. 1971 LEYLAND Leopard |! Metre Plaxton 53 Seater, power door and 
1971 FORD R.226 Plaxton 53 Seater. Telma. 
1971 FORD R.226 Moseley Continental, 53 COF to 1983. 1978 AEC 760 12 Metre Dominant I|., Executive. Immaculate. 
1977 FORD R.1014 Plaxton 45 Seater. Choice of three. 1974 AEC 760 12 Metre 57 Seater. Plaxton. 
1976 FORD R.1014 Plaxton Supreme 45. 1977 AEC 760 Plaxton 53 Seater. 
1973 FORD R.1014 Dominant 45 Seater COF 1985. 1980 BEDFORD PJK Plaxton 29 Seater. Choice of two. 


S. HUGHES DISTRIBUTORS LTD. VOLVO PSV Distributors 


NEW VOLVO B58 and B10M Plaxton and Dominant II! & IV for early delivery. 
1975 (P) VOLVO B58 Plaxton 49 Seater. 
1974 VOLVO B58 Plaxton 53 Seater. 
MANY OTHER VEHICLES IN STOCK 


TRADE DESCRIPTION ACT. We have inserted the year of registration against the vehicles, we offer. This does not necessarily mean the 
model or the year of manufacture. 


LODGE GARAGE, GOMERSAL, Cleckheaton, WEST YORKSHIRE. 
Phone: BRADFORD (0274) 681144 Night Phone: MEL McGRATH (0423) 770862 
% Mile from M62 Exit Point No. 26 — On A58 to Leeds. 
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BURRELLS “BLITZ” 


A unique opportunity to update your fleet, yet reduce your costs. It's a buyers 
market—buy at these unrepeatable prices— NOW is the time! 


New DUPLE DOMINANT II BEDFORD YMT 53 seater coach. Autumn Moquette with matching 
floor covering and PVC fittings, power operated passenger entrance door, maximum size lug- 
gage locker, speakers and aerial. Lucas Kienzle two-man en Exterior in Primer ial to 
paint in your colours. Choice of three 


New PLAXTON SUPREME MK4 BEDFORD YMT 53 seater coach. Red ein with iden 
floor covering and PVC fittings, electric windscreen wiper motors, power operated passenger 
entrance door, maximum size hs al locker, —— seating floor strips, speakers and aerial. 
Lucas Kienzle two-man tachograph . aa ae ... ... Exterior in Finished White 


New DUPLE DOMINANT II EXPRESS BEDFORD YMT 53 seater (grant type). Red Moquette with 
matching floor covering and PVC oe maximum size luggage locker, speakers and aerial, 
Lucas Keinzle two-man tachograph . oe ... «+ Exterior in Finished White 


New PLAXTON SUPREME MK4 BEDFORD YMT 53 seater coach, fitted with Eaton two-speed 
axle. Autumn Moquette with matching floor covering and PVC fittings, electric windscreen 
wiper motors, power operated passenger entrance door, maximum size luggage locker, ad- 
justable seating floor strips, speakers and aerial, Lucas Kienzle two-man tachograph ‘ 

Exterior in Finished White 


New DUPLE DOMINANT II BEDFORD YMT 53 seater coach. Red Moquette with matching floor 
covering and PVC fittings, power operated passenger entrance door, maximum size luggage 
locker, speakers and aerial, Lucas Kienzle two-man ee Exterior in Primer — to = 
in your colours. Choice of three. 

New PLAXTON SUPREME MK4 BEDFORD YLQO 45 seater coach. Red ‘lcci with ceria 
floor covering and PVC fittings, electric windscreen wiper motors, power operated passenger 


entrance door, maximum size maeoe locker, os seating floor strips, speakers and aerial, 
Lucas Kienzle two-man tachograph . aa ... ... Exterior in Finished White 


New DUPLE DOMINANT II EXPRESS BEDFORD YMT 53 seater (grant type) fitted with Eaton two- 
speed axle. Red Moquette with matching floor covering and PVC fittings, maximum size luggage 
locker, speakers and aerial, Lucas Kienzle two-man tachograph ... Exterior in Finished White 


New DORMOBILE PSV BEDFORD CF350 petrol 12 seater minibus, igh wheel base, twin rear wheel 
layout. All forward facing seats in Red Moquette ats ... Exterior in Finished White 


New DUPLE DOMINANT | BEDFORD PJK 29 seater coach. Red Moquette with matching floor 
covering and PVC fittings, power ainda: passenger entrance door, speakers and aerial, Lucas 
Kienzle two-man tachograph ... ... ... ... Exterior in Finished White 


New DORMOBILE PSV BEDFORD CF 280 sho | 12 seater minibus, long wheel base, single rear 
wheel layout. All forward facing seats in Red Moquette ... ... Exterior in Finished White 


£27,500 


£28,000 


£28,850 


£28,700 


£27,500 


£25,250 


£29,650 


£7,850 


£19,250 


£6,800 


The above new coach prices are INCLUSIVE of delivery costs, fuel, anti-freeze and tachograph calibration. To 
allow for arrangements of finance, paintwork, etc., a minimum non-refundable deposit of 10% will secure the 
new coach of your choice for up to 30 days from date of order. The opportunity to purchase at these prices is 
based strictly on straight sale only, no part exchange. V.A.T. and C.O.F are additional to above prices. 


Hire purchase or leasing arranged to suit you. 


Make contact now—whilst stocks are available— 


FRANK REW P.S.V. SALES MANAGER 


BURRELLS of IPSWICH 
main BEDFORD PSV DEALERS 


Fore Hamlet, Ipswich, IP3 8AA 
Telephone: Ipswich 214121 Ext. 40 Telex: 987607 


A MEMBER OF THE COWIE GROUP OF COMPANIES 


Viewmaster 
Supreme IV GT 
Supreme IV 


Supreme Express 
Bustler 
Mini Supreme 
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Plaxtons (Scarborough) Limited ivy = 
Castle Works, Seamer Road [a qi 
Scarborough YO12 4DQ \ —- - a y= 
Tel: 0723 63311 A u biz 
Telex: 52587 The Great BritisfrGoach Builders 
{305 AY 
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